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Egypt deescalates 
war of words with 


* « is. 

attended “A 
J nda, [ 0 ^ 

awfl 

K? Jordan over Iraq 

- a A 4°’ 1 k 

ppuies denied u* * 

Sjlw«» J i 

if 51 ®" >n was a 
ily holiday " i 

fr*-**^. 

Je country 0 f i.’ 
ded not guilty a 7.> 
wry tearing in 
“^ofOlongapo 

Janfla ; He is chart 

ig to “promote. £ 
a prostitution by za, 
sex tours," accent 
rt documents, iv 
er which he was*- 
ies a maximum j*it 


Source says relations normal 
Amman share objectives and 


years m prison 
rke, who appeared: 
ishackle court to- 
te suit with a bow* 
pocket handkerdte 
ge Leopoldo Cakfe 
Id not afford tt 
yer or to put upfe 
gesaid he would ap 
yer for Mr, Clark 
rid study an appt. 
Mr. Garke’s 40Xf» 
,540) bail to be k 
. Clarke, who hafe 
ention since Jaa 
orted into count- 
nigration bureaus 
iced by reporters v 
! hearing if he wsj 
. Clarke replied^ 
lty, sir 100 per cent 
omplete setup. Ha 
J sinker, it was a * 

•. Garke said be> 
sinessman and Is 
sn interested in i 
mly holiday here.' 
>fc like a perwff 
ced. 

ave-powered. 

anerator 

jeeumbsto 

torm 


By P.V.Vivekaiund 

[*>rJi3M time* Staff Reperttr 

EGYPT on Tuesday appeared 
to he trying to deevcalate * 
uar ui words itt kisae- 
conrr.iHed pt:ni media had 
Inuiu tied against Jordan. 
av.cn, ng that the Cairn 
g'l'crnmeni had net 
insiiujied the campaign and 
thai n wanted to maintain 
good relations with the 
Kingdom. 

The .macks, some of them 
against His Majesty King 
Hussein in person, and oth- 
ers against Jordanian poli- 
cies in general, appeared to 
have been triggered when 
Cairo fell that its self-as- 
sumed rule as the leader uf 
the Arab World was dimin- 
ished when the King did not 
consult the Cairo leadership 
over granting asylum u» two 
high-ranking Iraqi officials 
in the Kingdom tsee anal- 
ysis below). 

The attacks were met by 
equally strong words from 


:be Jordanian pros, raising 
the spectre tv! a tenuus Mra.n 
im itlaiioos rmuftiurrut iit 
the days ot the Cult ensis 
triggered by the AoguM i v*JU 

Iraqi msas»m iti Kiiwout 

However, ugns emerged 
*»n Tatiday that the 
Lg> piisas could he 
hack Slacking Obsctief* 
believed that the L : S . 
alarmed by what it saw as a 
posable Icud between two ot 
ns friendly countries in the 
Middle Hast, could have 
intervened with the Cairo 
government to "cool the 
situation,’* as one kcatonc-d 
analyst put it 

An ediiorial that appeared 
in Tuesday 1 * Af Ahram daily 
o! Cano said Egypt w«s 
keen on preserving us ties 
with Jordan and should not 
allow any event to hamper 
the relations. 

The correspondent of 
Jordan's AS Ra'i newspaper 
tn Cairo, Faihi Khaiiab. 
wrote in a dispatch on 
Tuesday that “an official 


and Cairo and 
responsibility 

Egyptian political source** - 
obviously meaning a sentot 
government official in view 
id the sroousnoks nf the t«' 
suet t&tf was diccussecj - 
had b'kj him that "Jordanian 
fcgvptian re/aijon* were 
nnrmar and their were no 
"ftrjjatne devctupmeirtb “ 

The points highlighted ny 
the source indicated that the 
Cano gtrvernment had no ih 
tentmn ui press the cam- 
paign against Jordan since 
ihey incused on the corntnun 
approaches that Cairn and 
Amman have adopted 
inwards achieving peace m 
the Middle East, towards re- 
gional economic coopera- 
tion and towards Iraq in 
terms of the suffering nl the 
Iraqi people under interna- 
tional oanctiotu and the need 
for Baghdad to abide by the 
rrvututiuTu adopted by the 
l 5 .N. Security Council. 

Jordanian officials and 
politicians also indicated 

(Cootiased w pap 7) 


King, Queen begin visit to Oman 


SALALAH (Petra) - 
Tbptr Majorses King Hus. 
«& rad Qvwcfi Noor ar- 
rived h«« Tuesday on » 
two°day official rtsn U) 
Oman, during whu^i King 
Hwcm will hold talks wkh 
Suteta Oabooa Bern Sa’id 
on bilateral rdafton* and 
the latest development* on 
the Arab, regional and in- 
hemtfkmal arenas. 

Upon arrival at SataJab 
airport King H rearm and 
Oran Nm> were received 
by Snit»fl Qaboos. Deputy 
Prime Mhuuer for Finan- 
dal and Economic Affairs 
Osk Ben Abdul Mimicn 
Zawswi and senior Omani 
officials. 

The King and Queen 
tre accorded a fail hon- 


our ceremony. 

The King's vbn falls 
within the context of 


ongoing eonaukatkw and 
eocrdmatioa with Suksn 
Qaboos on bilateral « ia- 
thot* and various icpMsl 
and mterafcbdnii «&es of 
common merest. 

by Thtfr^oyaTffi^^aa^ 
Pnnces AH* Hamah and 
Hashes), prime Mima*** 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and Royal Court Chief 
Msrwan AJ Qaaom. 

Upon departure front 
Amman. King Hwsmn and 
Queen Noor were sees off 
by His Royal H^haeta 
Crown Priace Hauan. 
Royal family members, 
speakers of the Upper and 
Lower Houses of Parka- 
ment. King Haucm’i and 
Prince tUssda'n 
rad srakv cml rad rmbtary 
officials. 

Pnnce Hasaan was sworn 



ts to serve as Regent dar- 
ing the King’s absence. 

Wbiie flying over the 
Sarah airspace oa hfc way 
» Oman. Kin Hsnets 
t tat King Fahd Ben Abdtd 
Am of S»ud» Arabia a 


cable Of best wishes. 
Hussein wished Kins Ft 
continued good hearth and 
and success in 
his country towards 
further progress and 
prosperity. 


U.N. is obliged to lift sanctions 
despite U.S. protests, Ekeus says 


PARIS (Agencies) — 
revelations about its 


Iraq’s 
secret 

weapons programmes are a 
clear step forward to the lift- 
ing of international sanctions 
despite U.S. opposition, 
U.N. disarmament chief Rolf 
Ekeus said Tuesday. 

Mr. Ekeus told the French 
daily Liberation that **we arc 
dearly getting nearer to a 
lifting of the embargo*’ im- 
posed after Iraq’s 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

"I have been severely criti- 
dsed for saying this but I am 
used to it. Before it w« 
France who criticised me, 
now it’s Washington," 

Iraq gave Mr. Ekeus new 
information on its biological, 
nudear and ballistic missiles 
programmes when he visited 
Baghdad almosi two weeks 
ago. 

Checking the mass of new 
information would take time, 
Mr. Ekeus said. “But that 
largely depends cm Iraq," he 
added. “It they give us all the 
documents ami information 
we need, it will be quick." 

The U.N. Security Council 
is to hold its new review ot 
sanctions on Sept. 9 but no 
decision to lift them is ex- 
pected. 

Mr. Ekeus, bead of the 
U.N, Special Commission 
(UNSCOMy on disarming 
Iraq, svd dbru under 1991 
Gulf war ceasefire resolu- 
tions there were two condi- 
tions for aa end to the oil 
embargo. 


“We must eoabhsh tha! 
Iraq no longer has banned 
weapons and set up a moni- 
toring system to make certain 
that it can’t obtain new 
ones," 

He readied Washington’s 
sunoe that Iraq most comply 
with all U.N. resolutions, in* 
duding the release of prison- 
ers and the return of property 
to Kuwait, before sanctions 
are eased. 

But he said: “Others be- 
lieve, on the contrary, that 
the wording itself of Resolu- 
tion 687 dearly links (the 
settlement) of the anus ques- 
tion and the lifting of the 
embargo, and that we mud 
stick to the letter of the text." 

Washington’s Ambassador 
to the united Nations, 
Madeleine Aibnghi. said Fri- 
day thai Iraq was far from 
securing a lifting of sanctions 
because its latest revelations 
raised doubts about its credi- 
bility. 

Iraq has retaliated by 
accusing the United States of 
seeking pretext* to keep 
sanctions in place. 

President Saddam Hussein 
described Ms. Albright’s 
comments as “absurd’ on 
Monday, saying “it is the 
American leade rsh ip which 
lacks credibility in its respect 
for the U.N. Charter." 

Mr. Ekeus saul Iraq had 
revealed it had armed oto lo- 
gical weapon* ready to use 
against its neighbours in laic 
1990. Up until June. Bagh- 


aid the Iraqi people 
replace Saddam Hus* 
i their leader, but he 


U.S.: Iraqis 
should oust 
Saddam 

WASHINGTON (US1A) — 
Slate Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums, replying to 
reporters’ questions on Mon- 
day, said the ft 
should 
sent as 
declined to predict when that 
might happen. 

“What we hope will hap- 
pen hr Iraq is that a sane, 
responsible and rational gov- 
ernment will emerge to re- 
place the one that nas been 
led so poorly and to such 
disadvantage of the Iraqi 
people by Saddam Huaein 
for so many years." Mr. 
Bums said. “The United 
States beHeve* (hat (be Sad- 
dam regime should go — 
should disappear from the 
scene — but I’m not in a 
position to predict who might 
take his place." 

dad had denied having an 
offensive biological arms 
programme. 

It stewed up cooperation 
with UNSCOM after the Au- 
gust 8 defection to Jordan of 
former Iraqi Industry Minis- 
ter Hussein Kamel Haa&an, 
whom Iraq blamed for con- 
cealing the weapons secrets. 

(CeMfamcd on para 7) 


Strikes imminent after Serbs 
held responsible for massacre 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) 
The United Nations ’ 


a “strong response” Tuesday 
to a deadly mortar attack on 
the Bosnian capital after de- 
termining that ii came from 
the Bosnian Serb army. 

“The evidence is basicdlv 
overwhelming,” said U.N. 
spokesman Alexandre 
Ivanko. "There will be a 
strong response." 

In Pari*, officials from the 
contact group of major pow- 
ers seeking peace in ex* 
Yugoslavia expressed sup* 
pops foe* nriifcary reprisals 
0a B onita Serbs af- 
ter the tqcwtar attack, a 
French official said. 

"They gave their full sup- 
port for the military reprisals 
that 
Frencl 

spokesman Yves Dourrianx 
said after meeting of officials 
from the United States. Rus- 
sia. France, Germany Bri- 
tain, Spain, Italy and Cana- 
da. 


S rove necessary," 
foreign ministry 


The big question is not if 
an stuck will be earned out 
but whether the North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) or the rapid reac- 
tion force in place to defend 
peacekeepers here will be 
tapped to do the job 

The British and Americans 
arc poshing for NATO «r- 
strike*. while the French, 
who have peacekeepers in 
more exposed locales, arc 
hoping for a more limited 
ground response by the rapid 
reaction force. 

ca, and Bosnian 

Serb headquarters in the hifts 
outside the Bosnian capital. 

The U.N. statement issued 
in Sarajevo came only boun 
after the Bosnian Serb “Par- 
liament," In an abrupt 
■witch, welcomed the latest 
U.S. peace proposals. 

The U.N. said its inves&ra* 
ton bad "concluded beyond 


all reasonable doubt" Thai 
Bosnian Serbs were responsi- 
ble tot Monday’s a track , 
which killed 37 men. women 
and children and wounded 
over 80 others. 

A few hours earlier, U.N. 
special envoy Yasushi Akasbi 
told reporters in Zagreb tint 
“m the event of establabiag 
the culpability, a very strong 
action will be taken.” 

The U.N. statement said 
“all options are bong re- 
viewed. including the use of 
(NATO) air power" to pw* 
i*h fo fl fo fo i forts ter the - ■ 
bkwtiesf attack on Sarajevo 
ill 18 months. 

U.N. officials noted that if 
bad weather prevented a re- 
caEaxoty air strike, the heavy 
artillery of the rapid reaction 
force could be brought 
bear oa Serb petition*- * 

The U.N- Codings refitted * 
a Serb daizn, famtW in the 
course of the 40-®oa* sk^ cf 
Sarajevo , that Bosnia’s 
Mnrain4ed government cyni- 


cally murdered its own peo- 
ple to win world sympathy 

The U.N* saidlSrae^of 
the city targetted had no 
military significance. "It was 
simply an area of markets, 
shops and cafes where people 
were busy enjoying the 
treacherous calm.” 

The Bosnian Serb parlia- 
ment. fearing possible re- 
taliation, changed course 
abruptly in an overnight ses- 
sion on Tuesday, saying it 
welcomed die latest U.S, 
pesra, initiative for Bosnia. : 

B«$ waft rcsponsibi&y for 
the Sarajevo massacre now 
dearly laid at the door of 
their forces, the U.N., the 
United States and NATO 
may have tittle choice but to 
display theft avowed new de- 
ica urination to counter Bos- 
nian Serb aggression. 

Bosnian President Alija 
bmbcgoric, in Paris for the 

(Continued on page 7) 


MENA summit plans ‘fine-tuned’ 


By Aymaa Al Safodi 
Jordan Timet Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — ■> Preparations for 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca (MENA) economic sum- 
mit (o be held in Amman in 
October are nearing their 
end, with the government 
and the organiser of the 
event, the world Economic 
Forum (WEF), getting down 
to the process of “fine- 
tuning" tne latest details. 

"Everything is under con- 
trol,” said WEF President 
Klaus Schwab, who on Tues- 
day ended a two-day visit to 
the Kingdom for talks with 
Jordanian officials over pre- 
parations for the summit. 

Mr. Schwab, who met with 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and Prime 
Minister Sharif Zmd Ben 
Shaker, sounded optimistic 
about the outcome of the 
event, which be said wit! be 
attended by about 1 ,500 offi- 
cials and private sector dele- 
gates from 30 countries. 


"It will be a summit about 
which people will talk for 
some tune to come,” Mr. 
Schwab told the Jordan 
Times in an interview. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, quoted Prince Hassan 
as stressing the role of the 
MENA summit in “rehabifi- 
tating the region, which has 
come out from the era of 
wars with huge negative con- 
sequences." 

Petra said Prince Hassan 
focused on the role of the 
MENA summit in buddaw 
regional institutions and 
cooperation among the pri- 
vate and public sectors and 
international donors to pro- 
duce a more balanced de- 
velopment of the region. 

The WEF official was up- 
beat about the steps the 
Kingdom has token to im- 
prove its investment environ- 
ment. He cited the low infla- 
tion rate, the annual rate in 
economic growth, and the 
drive towards privatisation. 

Mr. Schwab said (he sum- 
mit wiQ akn at creating dia- 


logue between the business 
community and the political 
leaderships with a view to 
bringing about greater pri- 
vate sector involvement in 
the development oftberc- 
gum- 

About 700 to 800 out of the 
1 ,500 delegates who will 
attend the summit will come 
from the private sector, said 
Mr. Schw&b. adding that the 
summit will “as much as 
possible” be project- 
oriented, 

Gregory Biatt, member ef 
the WEF executive board, 
said the Davos-based forum 
sought to maintain geog- 
raphical and sectoral balance 
among delegates tc the con- 
ference. 

He said the organisers have 
worked to ensure appropriate 
representation of small- and 
medium-size companies 
which tend to conctoae busi- 
ness deals quicker than bug- 
scale corooratioas- 

Mr. Schwab said the prog- 
ress in the peace process has 
rendered the business demur 


in the region more favourable 
in the eyes of international 
investors. 

But the WEF official was 
careful to stress that the 
MENA summit is part of a 
process that started with the 
Madrid peace conference and 
that quick magical results 
should not be expected. 

He warned against overex- 
pcctations from the summit, 
adding that projects will take 
time to realise. 

"It is tike courting a nice 
woman," he said. "You don’t 
promise marriage at the first 
time." 

The WEF official said that 
the MENA summit is a re- 
gional event that aims at im- 
proving the living conditions 
m the whole region, pointing 
to the importance of regional 
integration in the economic 
development process. 

He said die long ground 
that has been covered in the 
peace process since the 
Casahfanc* summit last year 

(Con tinue d oa page 7) 


War of words started with King’s speech to the nation 

Fears of a perceived Jordanian upstaging of Egypt seen behind media attacks 


urban jbeepj. 

iT&S* 

tg&rd 

gS^sS 

affS& 


By NfttSSha Bskhari 

Spedfd to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A war of words 
that has erupted between Jor- 
dan and Enpt over the de- 
fection of Iraqi Minister of 
Industry Hussein Kamel con- 
tinued yesterday with the 
Jordanian Press Asso c iati on 
(JTA) expressing deep dis- 
appointment and dismay at 
the attacks by Egyptian jour- 
nalists and wnten ajwnst 
Jordan’s teadmshipr 

“The comments and edito- 
rials pu Wished in the Egyp- 
tian press agafost Jordan rep- 
resent a depicture from the 
trad iti ons and ethics of die 
journalism- profession .** a 
statement bjtjPA Pm***®* 
e^Wman At Qndah read. 

Jordanian#' were taken 
aback over foe pad two < 
after at least two 


appeared in government- 
controlled Egyptian news- 
paper* on Sunday heavily 
attacking His Majesty King 
Hussein for the way Jordan 

bandied the defection. 

Two of Jordan’s leading 
writers, Mahmoud AI Kayeo 
and Tareq Mwreeh both of 
AI Ra’i Arabic daily. 
ans wered the attack* Ofl 
Monday, tracing did* origin 

to a "WfnptaT 

«aa' " dewfeped Pnsidetn 

Hosni Mubarak s regime 
over the crewing mor^nalisa' 
tn» of Egypt’s role in the 

rC fjader d» headline “haJlu- 
onation of an Egyptian jour- 
nalist,’' Mr. Kayed. who is 
dmu niaa of the board of Al 
RaT, wrote a boot-page art- 
tie to which bc aaatd toe 
’ ett of basing 
on fla w ed far* 


formation. 

Referring to articles by Al 
Jumhouriyah editor Mafouz 
AI Anton on Sunday and 
Monday Mr. Kayed said Mr. 
Ansari "distorted history and 
twisted feet* not knowing 
thaf by doing so he would not 
be afrk to turn while into 
black no matter what terms 
of treason or offence he 
used.” . , 

In his column, Mr, Maw 
web launched a scathing 
attack against Mr, Mubarak, 
whom he indirectly accused 
of being dm man who gave 
the oroer to the Egyptian 
jowM&u to write too arti- 
cles- 

"When the Egyptian presi- 
dent gives an interview to Al 
Hayat ncwspapei in which he 
compares Jordan (of four 
miSion people) to Egypt of 

to mffito* peopto w» ha 


that Egypt should be 
Jordan's guardian? Mr. 
Masatwoh asked. 

In id s tatement Tuesday 
foe JPA soidi "The Egyptian 
press has violated Arab and 
Internationa) press codes, in* 
duding the Arab praa code 
of honour wfakb was en- 
dorsed by the Arab Journal- 
fees Federation and the Inter- 
national Organisation of 
Journalists to which the 
i&teom* 

the assticia* 
t over the 
clan jour* 
stressed 
that freedom of journalists to 
cwTOiw their duties and ex. 
press their opJnkms freely “is 


Expressing 
don's deep i 
behaviour of 
nohsu, Mr. 




from exploiting such freedom 
to level attacks attest pet- 
toot." 

The articles in Al Akrm 
and Al Jamhoariah puzzled 
p ohti c bu a and observers af- 
ter the Egyptian foreijpa 
rmaifler** vait which was as* 
tended to dear the atmos- 
remarks by 
it Mubarak that he 
was kept m zhe dark ovw foe 
defection of foe high-ranking 
Iraqi office 
Officials believe that 
Oriro’s wrath against Jordan 
uca? from what they de- 
scribed as a e Egyptian g&v- 
efsmcut's growing ftusft*- 
tm at the toss of Egypt's role 
in events being shaped m the 

emerging Jordanian 
role vis-a-vis Iraq adds to the 



leading rok in events shaping 
the Arab Work! after At 
Gulf aids,'’ sud a source 
dose to the government who 
requested aaonymky. 

Some analysts befieve chat 
Cairo’s frustration started 
with the signing of the 
September 1993 Pslcriaiw- 
Israeli derivation of 

pte (DoF) without 
direct imofremefl! and the 
October 1994 Jordaniaa- 
brach peace treaty witbotrt 
consu lti ng the Egyptian bad* 
ercbtp. 

As ooc of them pointed 
out, Egypt is sot happy about 
not berag the oafo parry to 
be influencing the new 
emetriug regional order, in 
which Israel’ is frying to 
assume a key status. 

“After the Jordan* Israel 
» poetioB- 
isg themselves is the region. 


espedafly Israel, which h de- 
riving strength from » worm 
rriaaoiM with and support Of 
Jordan,” said the anaJys, 
adding that rids contradicts 
Egypt * aspirations to shap- 
ing “an Arab power led by 
Cairo raster than a Middle 
East er n order led by larari.” 

“Eaypt, whose peace 
accord with Israel preceded 
both rite Jordau-Israd treaty 
and she DoP, found its role 
heui g margimKicd ia shaping 
the political changes in the 
refton," said the official, 
aochng that “this feeling grew 
stronger foOowing the defec- 
tion of Gen. Hasan to Jor- 
dttL a move which automati- 
cally gave Jordans role in the 
events to follow.” 

Gen. Hasan’s Aug. S de- 
fection to Jordan and King 

(Continued on page 7) 


Ross 
tries to 
remove 
self-rule 
hitches 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — U.S. peace en- 
voy Dennis Ross met Pale*-, 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat ami Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres separ- 
ately on Tuesday to discuss 
obstacles blocking expansion 
of Palestinian self-rule in the 
West Bank. 

Mr. Peres, after lus talks 
with Mr. Ross, said he would 
probably meet Mr. Arafat at 
the beginning of next week to 
try to iron out remaining 
differences. 

Mr. Arafut. who held talks 
with Mr. Ross first in Gaza, 
told reporters later that his 
forces had arrested more 
than 30 Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas supporters 
in the self-rule enclave. 

“Just 30? More than that.” 
Mr. Arafat said when asked 
about Israeli security source, 
reports 30 Hamas men were 
detained. 

Hamas and a second mili- 
tant group, Islamic Jihad, 
have fed Palestinian opposi- 
tion to peace moves with 
Israel. 

Israeli security sources said 
tbe Gaza sweep was part of 
the search for Hamas’s mas- 
ter bomb-maker, Yahya Abu 
Ayyash, whorq Israel says 
planned suicide bombings 
against -its citizens with the 
intention of killing the peace 
process. 

Israel meanwhile eased the 
six-day closure of Jericho and 
said the measure would be 
fully lifted rite next day, fol- 
lowing violent protests in the 
West Bank town. 

“The blockade on the 
autonomous zone of Jericho 
will be lifted tomorrow at 4 
a.m.” (0100 GMT), said an 
Israeli army spokesman. 

Women, children and men 
over the age of 35 were 
already allowed to leave the 
enclave from dawn on Toes- 
day. 

The closure was imposed 
last Wednesday as part of a 
manhunt for wanted Hamas 
militants. 

The Palestinians sus- 
pended autonomy talks with 
Israel for several hours on 
Monday to protest the army’s 
closure of Jericho, which pre- 
vented one of their nego- 
tiators from travelling from 
the town to the Israeli Red 
Sea resort of Eilat to take 
pan. 

Jericho inhabitants staged 
violent protests against tbe 
closure and three Israeli 
police officers were injured 
when demonstrators threw 
rocks at the main army 
ebeckpoint into the town. 

Troops used tear-gas to 
disperse the crowds, Palesti- 
nian police said. 

Israel set up roadblocks 
and prevented people from 
entering or leaving Jericho in 
an attempt to flush out mili- 
tants. 

Security services believe 
Mohkddin Sharif, a MnsHm 
fundamentalist, was involved 
in a suicide bus bombing in 
Jerusalem last week which 
killed three Israelis and an 
American, and is hiding in 
Jericho, 

A Palestinian court sent- 
enced two other suspects in 
the bombing in jail terms of 
12 and seven years, after the 
self-rule authority refused to 
hand them over to Israel. 

Immediately after meetk 
Mr. Ross, Mr. Arafat 
“We cannot forget that Mr. 
Ross is dome all his best to 
push forward the peace pro- 
cess and the talks between 
the Israelis and the Palesti- 
nians and we have to thank 
him from our hearts. ** 

Mr. Ross then travelled to 
occupied Jerusalem and met 
Mr. Peres. 

“Probably it will be at the 
beginning of the next week. 

It win be between Mr. Arafat 
and myself,” Mr. Peres, 
speaking to reporters with 
Mr. Ross after their talks, 
replied when asked when he 
might meet Mr. Arafat. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Tokyo formally adopts 
plan to join Golan force 


Ross tries to remove self-rule hitches 


(Continued from pagel) 
“I think in eveiything I've 


the West Bank's electricity 
network in negotiations to 


TOKYO (R) — Japan for* 
malty derided to take part in 
a U.N. peacekeeping opera- 
tion in the Golan Heights on 
Tuesday, the first dispatch of 
Japanese troops to the Mid- 
dle East, a government 
stpokeman said. 

Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Mu ray am a endorsed the plan 
to relieve a Canadian trans- 
port unit stationed in the 


Rwandan refugees last year. 

It would be the first time 
for Japan to send troops to 
the Middle East. Before the 
1990-1991 Gulf war, Japan 
was under heavy pressure to 
send a token force to join the 
U.S.-led allies but refused 
because there was no legal 
provision for deployment of 
troops overseas. 

Japan was criticised heavily 


Golan Heights for two years ‘ for the no-show and ended up 
starting next February, gov- paying a $13 billion “con- 
emment spokesman Koken tribution" and sending a flo- 
N Osaka said. tilla of minesweepers after 

“We are ready to fulfil our the ceasefire, but the moves 
responsibility in headquarters did not impress the allies, 
and transport duties," Mr. The government at the 
Nosaka said. time immediately began pre- 

After months of disois- parations to push through a 
sion.Mr. Murayama's Social- law that would at least open 
ist Party approved the plan the way for Japan to send 
last week on condition that troops in the peacekeeping 
Japanese troops would be li- ro j e under the U.N. The 
mited strictly to a non- Peacekeeping Operations 
combat role within the Un- Act became law in June 1992 
ited Nations Disengagement despite serve opposition from 
Observer Force (UNDOF). die pacifist socialists. 

Other conditions included w _ . 

a contingency plan for Tokyo Hr. Murayama Socialists 

• to order a pullout directly now in a coalition with 
should a shooting war de- ^Liberal Democratic Party 
velop, without consultations (LDP), which pushed 
with UNDOF. The unit of through that legislation, 
about 50 men will cany only The pacifist 1947 constitu- 
pistols. non, however, bans the use 

It would be Japan’s fourth of the military to settle inter- 
participation in U.N. national disputes, which 
peacekeepings and refugee meant that Japan’s Self- 
aid operations after Cambo- Defence Forces could not 
dia in 1992-1993, in Mozam- perform combat roles, 
bique in 1993 and in Zaire for ' The government will send 

fran: No 
expulsion of 
diplomats 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The Ira- 
nian Foreign Ministry on 
Tuesday denied reports that 
Iran and Germany bad each 
expelled two diplomats from 
the other country. 

A hardline Iranian news- 
paper, Jamhori ' Islami, said 
Sunday that Tran had- given 
Matthias Gutzeit and George 
Stollenwerk, the head of the 
visa section and an employee 
of the Gentian consulate re- 
spectively. two weeks to 
leave after the alleged expul- 
sion of two Iranian diplomats 
from Bonn. 

Iran’s main armed opposi- 
tion group, Mujahedeen-e- 
Khalq, reported the expul- 
sion of the Iranians last week, 
identifying them as Ali 
Osouli, third secretary of the 
Iranian embassy in Bonn and 
Seyed Jaial . Abbasi, a member 
of the Iranian consulate in 
Frankfurt. 

They had been ordered out 
for “violating international 
diplomatic conventions," it 
said. 

But an Iranian Foreign 
Ministry spokesman told the 
• official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) that 
the diplomats bad only re- 
turned to Iran after ' ‘their 
tenure had come to an end." 

It was the first official com- 
ment from either Tehran or 
Bonn on the news of the 
expulsions, which came unex- 
pectedly amid good relations 
between Iran and Germany, 
the Islamic republic's top 
trade partner. 

Kayhan daily, which is' 
close to Islamic fundamental- 
ists, also reported the affair, 
confirming the earlier report 
by the Mujahedeen. 

The paper warned on 
Saturday: “The expulsion of 
the Iranian diplomats will de- 
finitely have a negative im- 
pact on relations between the 
two countries. 

The official media as well 
as moderate dailies withheld 
any comments. 
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an expert study team to the 
Golan Heights in October 
before deciding on the details 
of the plan, Mr. Nosaka said. 

“Ministers concerned 
should now proceed with pre- 
paration towards February's 
dispatch," said Mr. Nosaka, 
also deputy head of Japan's 
international peace coopera- 
tion headquarters. 

Mr. Nosaka noted a cease- 
fire agreement was in place, a 
requirement for -sending 
Japanese troops abroad. 


The Japanese troops will- ^at the $100 million would 
mainly transport goods since cover the Palestinian budget 


heard and in the discussions f sdf-nde in the teryi- 
that we’ve now had, going tbe Israeli energy mmis- 

over a variety of the issues, “Y sa,d - 

rm encouraged. I see them „ Energy Minister Gonen 

pressing sheJdT There is still ““ •*?“ WIth J^f 

some work to be done,” Mr. tiatora at E.tatin an effort to 
Ross said overcome differences with 

Israel and the PLO are the Palestinians over the 

negotiating at Eilat the final P°J er W* w *£• ■“"lory- 
details of a deal expanding A ministry spokesman said 
self-rule, now limited to Gaza Segev proposed that 
fln a jerirhn Israel should retain control 

kraeli officials said Mr. ov ? r the " etwo * “ d de T 

WOO shoiid^ve tfe°pSLtinians 

tionL demon forSePaJoS: responsibility for mainte- 
- A ii -. nance work on the lines. 

Mr Peres T* 1 ® Palestinian delegation 
Mr. Ross told Mr. Peres rejected hJs proposa] f ^ 

demanded control over the 
whole network. 

According to a letter pub- 
lished Tuesday, Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin has told 


the three-party agreement 
rules out duties involving 
weapons, ammunition or 
armed forces of other coun- 
tries. Fifty Canadian 
peacekeepers are dut to leave 
next February. 

Defence Agency Director- 
General Seishiro Eto said at a 
news conference that 
Japanese peacekeepers 
would probably be equipped 
with machine guns instead of 
handguns used in previous 
missions. 

“The Canadian troops are 
equipped with pistols, hand- 
guns and machine guns,” he 
reportedly said. 

The Social Democrats 
want the peacekeepers equip- 
ped only with handguns while 
the liberal Democratic Par- 
ty, the largest ruling party, 
want them to have handguns 
and machine guns. 


deficit for this year. The W1 ~“ 

•budget for March to Decern- According to a letter pub- 
ber runs to $450 million. Ushed Tuesday, Prime Minis- 
In Eilat, Israel and the ter Yitzhak Rabin has told 
PLO dashed over control of residents of the Jewish West 


Bank settlement of Efrat that 
he would seek to annex it to 
Israel under a permanent 
peace agreement with the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Rabin has been vague 
about his plans for the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, saying 
only he would not give back 
all of the territory Israel 
seized in the 1967 war. 

Mr. Rabin is concerned 
that detailing Israel's vision 
of a permanent peace settle- 
ment now will spark hardline 
protests and undermine 
Israel’s future negotiating 
position. Israei-PLO final 
status talks are to begin by 
May. 

However, Mr. Rabin was- 
more forthcoming in a letter 
this month to Efrat resident 
Oded Ben Ami, an attorney 
who bad complained to the 
prime minister that the set- 
tlers were being kept in the 
dark about their future. 


Iran denies reported secret 
nuclear deal with Russia 


U.N. protests Yemeni 
deportation of Somalis 


CAIRO (R) — The U.N. 
refugee agency on Tuesday 
protested to Yemen for de- 
porting more than 400 Somali 
refugees and accused Yemeni 
police of beating up refugees 
in a clampdown on illegal 
aliens. 

The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said 418 refugees, 
among some 1,200 Somalis 
arrested in the southern port 
city of Aden over the past 10 
days, were deported on Sun- 
day. 

The refugees, half of them 
registered with the UNHCR, 
were taken from jail and put 
on board a ship believed to 
be heading for Bossasso in 
northern Somalia, said a 
UNHCR statement sent to 
Reuters in Cairo. 

It said the UNHCR pro- 
tested to Yemeni government 
over the deportations that 
followed a crackdown on 
illegal aliens in which police 


arrestea 3,000 foreigners 
since Aug. 21, mostly in 
Aden. 

“According to some re- 
ports, police involved in the 
operation beat refugees, des- 
troyed property, forcibly 
separated adults from their 
children and confiscated 
documents proving refugee 
status," the statement said. 

While police released 
many refugees who were able 
to produce UNHCR docu- 
mentation — an assistance 
card only issued to head of 
family — family members 
who did not hold any docu- 
mentation were detained and 
in some cases deported, it 
said. 

Several thousand Somalis 
took refuge in Yemen in the 
early 1990s to escape war in 
;the Horn of Africa country. 

The UNHCR said it had 
11,877 Somalis registered as 
refugees in Yemen, but there 
were at least another 8,000 
unregistered. 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — The 
head of Iran's Atomic Energy 
Organisation, Reza Am roll a- 
hi, denied on Tuesday a sec- 
ret agreement with Russia to 
furnish his country with reac- 
,tors for nuclear weapons de- 
velopment. 

The Sunday Telegraph in 
London published a story 
saying that Moscow had 
agreed to supply two 400- 
megawatt reactors after an 
Iranian delegation visited 
Moscow. 

The reactors were re- 
portedly destined for the 
Neka complex in Iran’s re- 
mote northern region, which 
is suspected by Western in- 
telligence . of being a part of 
Iran’s research programme to 
develop atomic weapons. 

"The report of a secret 
accord between Iran and 
Russia with regard to rhe 
construction of a nuclear 
plant in Neka is absurd and a 
mere lie," Mr. Amrollahi 
told the official Iranian news 
agency IRNA. “The writer 
(of the 'story in Telegraph) 
does not even have enough 
information to know that the 
construction of two 400 
megawatt reactors cannot be 
hidden," he said. 

Russia's minister of atomic 
•energy, Viktor Nlikhailov, 
has also denied a secret deal 
with Iran for developing nuc- 
lear weapons. 

Moscow has signed a con- 
tract to furnish Iran with a 
1.000-megawatt civilian nuc- 
lear reactor which is to start 
being installed at the south- 
ern port: of Bushehr at the 
end of the year. 


The United States, a ecus- - tors to Iran. But he left no 


ing Iran of seeking to develop 
unclear weapons ^ has unsuc- 
cessfully pressured Russia to 
scrap the deal. 

Russia has brushed 
the protests and accused the 
United States of trying to 
elbow it out of the nuclear 
business. 

Mr. Mikhailov told a news 


doubt about the United 
States’ continuing opposition 
to such a deal. 

“We don’t have indepen- 
dent verification of them,” 
the spokesman said of the 
news reports, adding “our 
position hasn’t changed. 

“We oppose very vigorous- 
ly, very strongly, the sale of 


conference Monday that. the nudear reactors and nuclear 
Bushehr agreement provides technology by Russia to Iran, 
“in principle" for a total of We have 001 come t0 ** end 
four reactors for the plant ' our efforts to persuade the 
which was left unfinished 'by R“sskns stop these sales 
Germany after the 1979 Ira- and **®s transfer of tech- 
nian revolution. nology,” he said. 

■ , . „ , When he was in Moscow 

When this will happen — ■ May g_io. President BUI CKn- 
four generating units — I ton made this point directly 
don t know,’’ Mr. Mikhailov to Russian President Boris 
said. “We first must fine tune Yeltsin, the spokesman 
our cooperation working on pointed out. Secretary of 
the first generating unit." state Warren Christopher 
In addition to the SS00 docs the same when he sees 
million construction contract, Russian Foreign Minister 
Russia has signed a deal to Andrei Kozyrev, he added, 
provide Bushehr with $30 

million worth of fuel from “We have an expert-level 
2001 .to 2011 and take back process underway whereby 

spent fuel for reprocessing. we are sharing information 
Mr. Mikhailov denied -re- with the Russian government 
cent news reports that Russia about what we thmir Iranian 
has made secret deals to sell intentions are, about their 
Iran nuclear reactors for own wish to develop a nucr 
military or research program- Ieariweapoascapadty,’’ Mr 

nies. Buras saKLYWe believe -that* 

Russia has every interest in 
seeing that Iran not develop 
tins capacity, as does the 
United States. If s an interna- 
tional interest” 


“Total rubbish-- hV raid.' £ 

Site wOTkjs now underway 3*^™^ 


Mikhailov said construction 
would begin next year. 


. « _ _ “Ifs a very serious issue," 

At the State Department m he said. “Obviously, we’re in 


Washington Nicholas Bums 
could not confirm news re- 


sition where we have to 
to the Russian govero- 


ports that Russia has agreed mem about these reports and 
to sell two more nuclear reac- we wOl.” 


Birthplace of Turkey’s hat revolution slumbers on 


KASTAMONU (R) — This 
remote province, once a stag- 
ing ground for one of Tur- 
key’s most radical cultural 
reforms, remained largely 
forgotten on Sunday’s 
anniversary of the forced in- 
troduction of the European- 
style hat to the Turkish war- 
drobe. 

Kemai Ataturk, creator of 
modern Turkey, toured Kas- 
taraonu 70 years ago to cam- 
paign against what he saw as 
twin threats confronting his 
new secular state: The “un- 
civilised'' fez and the Islamic 
brotherhoods. 

But his effort — culminat- 
ing in the “hat speech” on 
Aug. 27, 1925, that intro- 
duced the “cover with a 
brim” — has done little for 
Kastaraonu, still a neglected 
comer of western Turkey 
bordering the Black Sea. 

“Nothing has changed 
here, we have not been inte- 
grated (intoVhe Turkish eco- 
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nomy),’’ said Suleyman 
Yucel, the town’s mayor. 

There is virtually no indus- 
try and little investment in 
Kastamonu’s agrarian eco- 
nomy, Mr. Yucei said. Hun- 
dreds of thousands have left 
the province in search of 
work in Istanbul. 

Most of the town’s women 
wear head scarves and men 
frequently don the knit cap 
popular among Turkey’s 


and-white photographs re- 
cording Ataturk’s tour. Cura- 
tor Suleyman Filiz said the 
nearby skeleton of a Roman 
woman was a bigger draw. 

In its day, the hat speech 
’ was as radical a development 
as any of the changes sur- 
rounding the rise of secular 
Turkey. One Ataturk biog- 
rapher called it “an open 
declaration of national policy 
in which civilisation was equ- 


Islamists. “We’ve been for- ated with costume.’ 


gotten,” said the mayor. 

Largely ignored, too, was 
the anniversary — at least by 
Turkey's political leaders, 
who generally make ceremo- 
nial appearances at the drop 
of a hat. 

Only a delegation from 


In modern Turkey, 
Western-style clothing is 
dominant, in the cities but 
traditional baggy trousers and 
Muslim/'caps retain their 
popularity in rural areas. 

The wearing of the fez. 


Crimea and dancers from the once a symbol of Ottoman 
Caucasus joined the festivi- power, died out quickly after 
ties. it was outlawed and today it 

At the Kastamonu is rarely seen except on sale- 
• museum, two bored soldiers, at touristic sites, 
yon leave from their unit, 1 Ataturk also used his Kas- 
pored over the grainy black- tamonu tour to outlaw the 


Islamic orders and seize their 
property. 

Riots broke out in Novem- 
ber 1925, in conservative 
eastern Turkey when parlia- 
ment followed Ataturk’s lead 
and formally banned the fez 
and required men to wear the 
hat. 

Three months before, the 
hero of Turkish independ- 
ence had astounded his 
listeners in the Black Sea port 
of Inebolu by branding the 
fez, standard headgear for 
Turkish males, and the cloak 
as uncivilised. 

“A civilised international 
dress is worthy and appropri- 
ate for our 'nation, and we 
will wear it,’’ Ataturk de- 
clared. “Boots or shoes on 
our feet, trousers on our legs, 
shirt and tie, jacket and 
waistcoat — and, of course, 
to complete this, a cover with 
a brim for our heads. 


“I want to make this clear. 
This head covering is called ‘a ■ 
hat’," be said, using the word 
“sapka" — borrowed from 
the infidel Slavs. 

The museum’s exhibit re- 
veals Ataturk sporting a 
gleaming Panama hat 
throughout his visit. His aides 
gamely followed his example, 
some clutching the new 
headgear with ill-concealed 
suspicion. 

The soldiers in the 
museum, however, were 
sceptical that Ataturk’s drive 
had done much to change 
in grained social and political 
attitudes in the tradition- 
bound province. 

“It’s easy to change peo- 
ple’s hats, it’s not easy to 
change their minds," said 
Mehmet Gibnez. “Changing 
the hat is easy, but the hat 
must change me." 
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NEWS IN BRIEF" 

2 die in blaze in Turkish shop in Germaiiy 


& cSc rfie sh'ops oo n°o, WM 
thev were not ruling out arson but added there were no 
Ss that pointed to a racist or PJ 
attack Fourother shops were damaged by the fire. After 
putting the blaze out, firefighters found the bodies of two 
men who apparently had suffocated from the fumta.More 
ES Sn Turkish properties have been mrttodWjt. 
series of firebomb attacks ovef the last two months... 
German police believe outlawed Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) activists, fighting for independence or autonomy^, 
southeastern Turkey, were behind the attacks. . 

Kuwait declares military zone near capital | 

KUWAIT (R) — The Kuwaiti government on Tuesday: 
declared a 414-square kilometre coastal area north of, 
K n wait city a military zone and banned civilians -from , 
entering it?A decree by Defence Minister Sheikh Ahiriadf- 
Harnoud Al Sabah published in the government gazette. Ad . 
■not give a reason for the move or state the duration of tfe^ 
ban The decree was published with a map showing ^ 
sauare-shaped area on the northern shore of Kuwait bajf 
identified as Jal Al Zour National Park. Newspapers caries 
this month said the zone would serve unspecified military^ 
purposes and would also help protect wildlife. 

Cyprus murder linked to Russian matte j| 

LIMASSOL (AP) — A Cypriot taxi driver was shot 
Monday and police reportedly suspect the attack may bawei: 
been carried out by Russian mafia gunmen. A -ppfe. 
statement said Andreas Hadjivassilis, 31, was driving n$ar. : 
a nightclub at an isolated spot outside town when hig§§>;;. 
was hit by a hail of 25 to 30 bullets. State-om Cyprus R&i&r 
said police suspect the attack may be the work of Russian 
mafia gunmen because Hadjivassilis worked dosety wh. 
Russian business executives in Limassol. A police spok|p_ 
man was unable to confirm the radio report, 

. investigations into the killing had just begun. Limassol; * 
south coast port and business centre, is a favourite spot j^: 
Russian tourists. It also has attracted hundreds of Russian-; 
executives. Pobce have linked at least one prcviow.- 
shooting in Limassol to Russian criminal gangs demanding; 
protection money from fellow Russian. : 

Somaliland frees detained foreigners 

NAIROBI (AFP) — Authorities in the breakaway Horn of 
Africa republic of Somaliland have released five foreigners 
detained for a week charged with violating the country’s 
airspace, Somaliland President Mohammad Ibrahim Egal 
said Tuesday. Mr. Egal told AFP tty telephone from 
Hargeisa, Somaliland's capital, that bis government had 
derided to release a Swedish diplomat, an Italian, a 
Frenchman and two Kenyans held after they landed their 
small passenger plane at Hargeise airport unannounced on 
Aug. 21. The release followed appeals from the detained 
men’s governments, he said. A sixth foreigner, a Norwe- 
gian police officer was freed on Friday after negotiations 
between Norwegian officials and President Egal. Tin 
chartered plane bad flown to Somaliland from Nairobi to 
deport three Somalis expelled from Scandinavian coun- 
tries. “We have requested . the court drop the chaxge^. 

■ against the five," Mr. Egalsaid. The foreijpiere werestiUxta; 
Hargeise. on Tuesday morning waiting for a planeet^qg^ 
fibm' Nairobi by , the Swedish embassy to fiy/tii^ouL^ 

Jihad militant group in danger of split : 

CAIRO (AFP) — A dispute between two leaders of iSfe 
Jihad is threatening to tear apart the Egyptian militant 
group, the Arabic daily AJ Hayat reported Tuesday^ 
Jihad’s chief Ayman Al Zawahri has been accused by^fe v 
deputy. Said Abdul Al, of printing distorted passages fromv 
Abdul AJ’s book on Islamic studies in the gronp’s 
Swiss-based newsletter. Al Hayat said it received a 
statement from Jihad members opposed to Mr. Zawahri 
accusing him of misrepresenting the book. “It is forbidden 
to change even one letter of die book, and those involved 
in the distorted publication of this work are the accomplices 
of evil,” they protested. Al Jihad militants assassinated 
former President Anwar Al Sadat in 1981. A dispute 
emerged within the group two years ago after its military 
wing Talaeh Al Fatah was set up. Mr. Zawahri was 
condemned to death in absentia in 1992. 

24 killed in road accident in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Twenty-fout Deoole were killed and 
15 seriously injured in a head-on collision between a bus 
and a trailer truck in eastern Iran, newspapers reported 
Tuesday. The accident occurred Monday in Khorasan 
province after the truck driver fell sleep, causing his vehicle: 
to veer to the left of the road. Both drivers were among the 
dead. & 

Pakistan will consider Israel ties 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Pakistan will consider recognition 
of Israel only after a comprehensive Middle East settler. ■ 
ment and on the basis of a consensus in the Muslim world, - 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto said Tuesday. “We would ■ 
first of ah like to see a comprehensive Middle East - 
settlement," and then move in line with a “consensus „ 
within the Organisation of Islamic Conference itself,” .she ’ 
told reporter. Welcoming recent talks between Syria and ‘ 
Israel, Ms. Bhutto said she hoped these would lead to 
resolution of the question of Israeli-held Golan Heights r 
and other “outstranding" issues. Ms. Bhutto said die ’ 
regretted not being able to visit Gaza last vear while she 
was in Egypt. J ]*■ 
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closure of sciences college 


By GhaliaAhrf 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AJ^AN — The Dean of 
UNRWA s Educational Sciences 
College, Izz Eddin Manasrah, gfo* 
he was Tuesday summoned by die* 
agency for questioning over his 
public protest against UNRWA's' 
decision to dose down the college. 

Dr. Manasrah told the Jordan 
times that UNRWA’s Director of 
the Palestinian Refugees Affairs in 
Jordan warned him mat the 
would "apply the law i 
for breaking the rules" 
publicly against the decision. 

The dean does not have die right 
to protest against the decision to 
close down die colle«," Dr. Man- 
asrah quoted the UNRWA official 
as having told him. 


% 


arttata pobfitfoed fey A1 Ral 


. ... problem 'of the Palestinian 
refugees’ is not resolved aul they 



UNRWA officials were not avail- 
able for comment yesterday. 

Dr. Manasrah had protested 
[against the decision in newspaper 
'articles. 

UNRWA, the United Nations 


Relief and Works Agency, derided 
allege a 


to shut down the college after the 
graduation of its 522 present stu- 
ients, attributing the decision to 
budget constraints. 

"The aaenev has taken a 


political decision by failing to eval- 
uate its priorities when it oerided to 
reduce expenditures. This reduc- 
tion will be at the expotse of Pales- 
tinian refugees' education in Jor- 
>r. Manas 


dan," Dr. Manasrah said in a news- 


tp ctase down <6e txtitaze, which 
was esta blish ed fn I99Tio serve 
Palestinian refugees in Jordan, - 

"Those refugees haw the right to 
obtain their bachelor degrees. the 
mminmm requirement for landing a 
job,” he added, . 

Dr. Manasrah said that UNRWA 
could reverse its plans to close 
down the college trader pubtkand 
official pressure, describing as 
"arbitrary die decision which was 
a mw p n ccd on Aug, 23. 

Dr. Manasrah said the college has 
taken important steps to improve 
the quality of the education it offers 
despite the financial constraints 
under which it operates. 

1 have accomplished a series of 
academic reforms to obtain accred- 
itation from the Ministry of Higher 
Education," he said. 

Rejec ti ng arguments dial the rea- 
sons behind dosing down the col- 
lege are financial. Dr. Manasrah 
said that the costs for running die 
college are "minimal." 

He said that if UNRWA decades to 
proceed with ks decision, "it might 
start reducing hs services in other 
fields that include education, health 


antisocial semccs.* 

The dean urged UNRWA's Gener- 
al. Commissioner Jo reverse this 
decision, end asked the government 
to come to an understanding with 
UNRWA that would marantee the 
continuation of die college's work. 

Aa UNRWA cottage in RmpaHah 
"bad rise same problem but was 


saved tty a foreign country that has 
taken full responsibility of its 


expenses,” Dr. Manasrah said, 
recpiessmR jhope fhe college in Jor- 
dan woulo gw the same 


Dr. Manasrah said that he hoped 


the college be given a new lease of 
; because of the number of Pates- 


life became of 
tinian refugees who benefit from it. 

"I will accept any legal action that 
mi g h t be taken against me as Iona 
as mey do not shut down foe cof 
lege," ne said. 

lg the 522 student enrolled 


at the college are some UNRWA 

teach 


school teachers who have been 
selected to obtain their bachelor 
degrees in elementary education 
tbic language. 


The college does not have its own 
budget and fts expenditures are cov- 
ered by allocations from the 
Amman Vacations! Training Col- 
lege budget 


UNRWA is responsible for the 
financial and administrative super- 
vision of the college, while the 
of Higher Education takes 
care of 'academic supervision. 


J foreigners Hot-line opens up to legally abused women 
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By Lola Keiiani 

Special to the Jordan Times 
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AMMAN' — If you arc a 
woman and in need of legal 
or personal counselling, or 
simply Deed someone to 
lend you an ear, the Jordan- 
ian Women's Union (JWU) 
has established a hot-line to 
receive confidential calls 
and give advice. 

Manager of the pro- 
gramme lawyer Sawsan 
Ishaq raid most Jordanian 
wbmen are lgnorant of their- 
legal rights, arid (hit this 
ignorance leads to an 
exploitation of their riifots. 

The hot-line, which has 
been receiving calls since 
June, has not been publicly 
announced dne to a lack of 
funds. 

The lack of funds also 
fcsiand in the way of training 


women volunteers on han- 
dling calls. 

"So far 1 am the only per- 
son giving counselling, 
while ’ there should be a 
roundtable of women spe- 
cialised in psychology, edu- 
cation, and a social worker," 
Ms. Ishaq said. 

Tbe JWU, an administra- 
tively and financially inde- 
pendent .centre, which was 
dissolved twice in 1975 and 
in 1981, is seeking financial 
help ■ from foreign 

.frfNVti.- i* I*-:..-; 

* rdf\raie» ; 

^frii£ssfcs'h^Ye pointed’ out 
chat they would like to see 
the line extended to abused 
children, rod men who also 
might be seeking legal con- 
sultation. 

The idea behind establish- 
ing a hot-line in Jordan came 
after the success of a similar 
experiment in tbe West 


Bank. 

"Organisers of the hot-line 
in tbe West Bank are highly 
qualified, and they are will- 
ing to come over and train 
us.' said Ms. Ishaq. 

After theoretical (raining 
in Jordan, two of die volun- 
teers would be chosen for 
practical training in the West 
Bank, she added. 

Most women who call the 
hot-line are too embarrassed 
to approach tbe consultation 
centre directly,. . *» n*o 


waaeatatutshoGbin.' — ,, r 

to access women to informal 
tion about their rights as 


well as to help them through 
their personal problems. 


"Even over die phone 
some women take time to 
open up to us," said Ms 
Ishaq. 

In some cases the counsel- 
lor of the hot-line goes 


In one instance, an anony- 
mous phone call from a 
friend of an 18-year-old uni- 
versity student, attempting 
to commit suicide for the 
second rime sent Ms. Ishaq 
straight to the hospital to 
speak directly to the girl. 
After some’ counselling with 
both tbe girl and her family, 
Ms. Ishaq is pleased with 
her results. 

"Now she is an active 
member iw the union and 4s 

Ms Ishaq cannot, for die 
time., bo}Dg, c .frtfJy evaluate 
the project since die hot line 

S in Jordan is new and 
e alien to many 
women. 

"I cannot say that we have 
succeeded so far, but neither 
have we failed." 

The telephone number for 
the hot-line is 698 522. 
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Poland to participate in MENA summit 


By Dr. Ttoyseer Nlasharqah 

Special to the Jordan Times 


in Iran 


AMMAN — Poland sees a 
pivotal role for Jordan in tbe 
Middle East peace process 
and recognises His Majesty 
King Hussein as one of the 
pioneers of peace in tbe 
region, according to 
Edmund Pawlak, tbe Polish 
ambassador to Jordan. 

Dr. Pawlak, who is expect- 
ed to end his mandate before 
the end of the year, told the 

tf ider tcwb- Jordan Times in an interview 

jddk East *** that there can be no return 

he Muslim 5 from the peace 

"We* despite 


ie were killed 
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certain 
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Middk I! along its path, 
nth a ‘jtopj Poland, for its part, iskeen 


eienre®?!* on supporting the peace 
jetweenJ^jc process and ready to con- 
se w ° uW & tribute to its success and it is 
Id Golan f or dtis reason Poland will 
Bhutto Tjj 3 i i f a k e in the forthcoming 

year Cjwt inH Worth 



Edmund Pawlak 


’Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) conference 
due here in October which it 
considers an important event 


for the whole region, said 
the ambassador. 

I believe that tbe upcom- 
ing conference will serve as 
a forum fox practical discus- 
sions rather than merely a 


place foe drafting declara- 
tions, said Dr, Pawlak. 

The new political cider in 
the region can only be 
enhanced by economic sup- 
port, the ambassador said, 
and tbe MENA conference is 
bound to discuss economic 
security on the lines of tbe 
European conference on 
Security and Cooperation a$ 
suggested by his Royal 
Highnes Crown Prince Has- 
san. 

Poland has been working 
on strengthening its ties with 
all Arab countries, the 
ambassador said, and while 
Jordanian-Polish ties can be 
described as good, there is 
room for further strengthen- 
ing of mama! accords 
between them in several 
fields. 

Dr. Pawlak said the vol- 
ume of tndle between the 
two countries reached $55 
million in 1989, with Jordan 
exporting nearly $41 million 
worth of phosphate to Polish 


markets. That was the 
largest trade volume 
exchanged by the two coun- 
tries on record, the ambas- 
sador said. 

What is needed, said tbe 
ambassador, is an effort on 
the part of the chambers of 
commerce in Jordan and 
Poland to exchange visits as 
a prelude to further promot- 
ing bilateral trade. 

The ambas s a dor also said 
that in view of tbe groat 
number of Jordanian stu- 
dents in Polish universities, 
tbe time had come for the 
two countries to draft an 
agreement to guarantee Jor- 
dan's recognition of Polish 
university degrees. 

The ambassador expressed 
regret that no senior Jordan- 
ian official bad yet paid a 
visit to Poland even though 
both countries have had 
diplomatic relations for tbe 
last 30 years. 
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PARAT AL FUN UN 
SUMMER '95 ACITVITIES 


EXHIBITIONS 


EXHIBITIONS 




* Works of graphic art by several artists. 
•Photography show 'Elements in Harmony' by 
Hala Hodieb. 

•Display of painted stone and steel, 'Embargo 

Alt' fey Iraqi artist Nuha A1 RadL 
•Tarty Morning Scribbles' by Lebanese artist 
Amin AJ Basha and Jordanian artist Rajwa Bint 
Ali and Tate Night Scribbles' by Amin A1 
Basha and artist Ali BermameL 
•Sculpture by Rajwa Bint Ali. 

• 3-D experiments in calligraphy by Usama Kha- 


•Abstract art by the late artist Adnan Hilu at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Oil paintings by Yassin A1 Mohamxnadawi at 
Baladna Art Gallery. 

• Paintings by Pioneers of the Fifties lama'll 
and Suzanne A1 Sheikhly, Khalid Qassab, and 
Dr. Nun Behjet at Orfali Art Gallery, Um 
Utheina. 


FILM 


*The Merry Mishaps of Mr. Bean' at the British 
Council at 7.00 pm. 


Jordan urges investment 


in regional agriculture 

' Food security means political security ' — Ben Tarif 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
has called on Arab govern- 
ments and concerned organ- 
isations to invest menu in 
agriculture in order to 
increase food production 
and ensure food security for 
the Anfo people. 

Minister .of Agriculture 
Mansour Ben Tarif made the 
caU to a pan- Arab confer- 
ence on agricultural devel- 
opment which opened in 
Amman Thesday with the 
participation of agricultural 
fr Xpff Ts from 12 Arab coun- 
tries. 

There is an urgent ood for 
the exploitation of vast areas 
of agricultural lands in 
Sudan, Algeria and Iraq for 
tbe increase in food produc- 
tion and for the end to 
Iwihnlmcfs between food 
production and food con- 
sumption in the Arab World, 
said tbe minister in an open- 
ing address to the three-day 
meeting. 

An increase in investment 
depends on cooperation 
between the financial insti- 
tutions of public and private 
sectors, Mr. Ben Ifenf said. 
Food security will have its 
positive efftict in ensuring 
political security, the minis- 
ter said. 

As to the situation in Jor- 


dan, the minister said that 
agriculture contributes by at 
least 19 per cent towards the 
Kingdom’s overall exports, 
employs nearly seven per 
cent of the country’s work- 
force rod constitutes a 
source of living for 22 per 

cent of the Jordanian popu- 
lation. 

He said agriculture is an 
important productive sector, 
contributing to nearly 28 per 
cent of the country’s grass 
domestic product (GDP). 

In it$ drive to maximise 


the benefits of agriculture in 
the Jordan VaUey, die gov- 
ernment has constantly 
sought cooperation with 
regional and international 
organisations, the minister 
sad. 

To finance agricultural 
schemes, the government 
established the Agricultural 
Credit Corporation (ACC) 
more than 30 years ago to 
channel low-interest loans to 
fanners, helping them to 
buy equipment, seeds and 
other inputs, according to 


Mr. Ben Tarif. 

Since its establishment the 
ACC has granted loans 
totalling JD 171 million to 
115,000 farmers. 

Dr. Yahya Bakkour, direc- 
tor genera! of the Arab 
Organisation for Agricultur- 
al Development (AOAD) 
organising the meeting, told 
the audience that agriculture 
in the Arab World suffers 
from poor technology and is 
in need of large funds to 
help it increase and improve 
food production. 



Minister of A^rkntture Mansour Ben Tarif (second left) Tuesday urges investment 
in agricultural production In the Arab region during a press conference on agri- 
culture in Amman (photo by Yousef A1 ‘Allan) 


Irbid A1 Hassan industrial city to expand 
with JD lm factory building contract 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe Jordanian 
Industrial Estates Corporation (JIEC) is 
expanding the A1 Hassan Industrial 
City in Irbid by the addition of more 
factory buildings worth JD 1 million. 

JIEC Director General Fayez 
Subeimat signed a contract with a local 
firm to add a total of 14,000 square 
metres of buildings to the existing 
structure in order to accommodate 
additional fStiKsrifcs . ^ | 

" Re'^pkf/tbc . Jwx&l , ihaf 

taduStrlal rity puita t neaf tabid In 1{ 
now has tiO factories but the JIEC 


been receiving numerous demands for 
more factory business. 

Tbe JEECs procedures are to cany 
out the constructions and lay out the 
infrastructure for basic services like 
electricity, telephones, water and sew- 
erage networks or provide private sec- 
tor firms with plots of land on which 
can build their own factories at the 
industrial city. ^ 

Suheipyttj^iifV.jtvBteita«tiiig upr&new' 
buidjqgs with areas tanging from 328 
square metres to 970 square metres. 


Work on the project is expected to be 
completed by February of next year. 

Dr. Suheimat explained that the JIEC 
offers incentives to investors to either 
lease or buy land or factory buildings 
with foil infrastructure services. 

The JIEC has established two indus- 
trial cities (one near Sahab, south east 
of Amman, built in 1984 and tbe other 
in Irbid) as part of ftlu&edplans for trie 
i existence of five industrial cities in foe 
- country, to meet the^' growing needs' 'of 
investors from Jordan and abroad. 






Do you know about KLM’s latest surprise? ” 







Yes, it is their New Boeing 767-300ER daily 
to Amman as of August 30th. 1995.’ 



w On August 30th, 1995, we are gladly introducing a new aircraft 
to Amman. The new Boeing 767-300ER can fly you now’ daily, connecting 
Amman to the wdiole world offering superb product and services. 
For more information, kindly call: 

your Travel Agent, or + 

KLM office - Amman Tel 655267. The Reliable Airline KLM 
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m Lanka’s Tamils urge ll.N. 
kickstart peace talks 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil 
separatists, stepping up their 
guerrilla war against Col- 
ombo. killed 25 soldiers and 
police Tuesday as civilians in 
the rebel stronghold of Jaffna 
urged the United Nations to 
help revive peace talks with 
the government. 

The Defence Ministry said 
guerrillas of the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam en- 
gaged government troops in a 
shootout near Alaveddi in 
Jaffna, killing 10 soldiers. 
One officer and four troops 
were wounded. 

A defence spokesman said 
the Tigers shot and killed 
nine policemen in an attack 
on a post near the town of 
Nilaveli on the eastern coast. 
Elsewhere, six police were 
blown up by a pressure- 
triggered landmine. 

Government witnesses said 
400 guerrillas had attacked 
the Nilaveli police post of 50 
men. 

“We saw the guerrillas 
carting away two truckloads 
of their dead or wounded 
colleagues.’* a government 


official said. 

Defence officials said 
Tuesday's attacks appeared 
to be part of a rebel attempt 
to diyert the army’s attention 
from a widely expected offen- 
sive against the rebel stron- 
ghold on the Jaffna peninsula 
in the north. 

Separatist sources said resi- 
dents and non-governmental 
organisations representing 
Jaffna's Tamil civilians had 
appealed to a visiting U.N. 
official to help revive stalled 
peace .talks between Col- 
ombo and the Tigers. 

The government- 
controlled Observer news- 
paper said Tamil representa- 
tives who met U.N. Develop- 
ment Programme humanita- 
rian adviser Roland Hodson 
during his visit to Jaffna over 
the weekend petitioned him 
to kickstart the talks soon. 

The Observer said Mr. 
Hodson had held talks with 
Tiger ideologist Anton BaJa- 
singham and ' other senior 
officials, saying they had 
sought the resumption of 


peace talks with Colombo. 

Recent newspaper reports, 
however, said the govern- 
ment was unlikely to agree to 
further talks with the Tigers 
after the rebels broke a 100- 
day ceasefire agreement in 
April. 

Separatist sources said the 
army was preparing a major 
ground offensive against Ti- 
ger positions in Jaffna before 
the next rainy season, less 
than two months away. 

The defence spokesman 
denied rebel charges that the 
army had started pounding 
suspected Tiger hideouts 
around Jaffna as part of the 
expected offensive. 

“Tliere is no such action 
happening at the moment.** 
he said. 

The Tigers also attacked a 
strategic causeway linking 
northwestern Sri Lanka with 
the island of Mannar, de- 
fence officials said. The 
attack was repulsed without 
any damage to the bridge, 
they said. 

Tuesday’s separate attacks 
on the country's eastern coast 


followed major setbacks for 
the Tigers within the last 
week. 

Police commandos backed 
by the air force attacked a 
Tiger camp in eastern Sri 
Lanka killing 20 guerrillas 
Sunday including an area 
leader and an intelligence 
chief. 

An estimated 50 Tigers and 
eight police commandos were 
killed in a fierce mortar and 
machinegun exchange in the 
east after 500 guerrillas 
attacked a commando post 
Saturday. ^ 

The attack was the second 
major loss suffered recently 
by the Tigers, who are fight- 
ing for an independent home- 
land in the north and east. 

In July, they lost 400 fight- 
ers at northeastern Welioya 
when they launched a simul- 
taneous attack on four milit- 
ary bases. The armed forces 
had been tipped off. 

The. war has dragged on 
since 1983. The government 
says more than 50,000 people 
have been killed. 


U2 spy plane crashes In flames at British base 


LONDON (R) — An Amer- 
ican U2 spy plane crashed in 
flames, injuring the pilot, as 
it took off from an air base in 
southern England Tuesday, 
U.S. Air Force officials and 
rescue workers said. 

Police said the plane 
plunged into the runway 
second after taking off from 
the former U.S. Air Force 
(USAF) station of Fairford, 
Gloucestershire, and 
ploughed through a 
rerimetre fence. 

An eyewitness near the 
base told reporters "the left 


wing was dragging on the 
ground- as it went along the 
runway. The plane veered off 
to the left. 

“I saw a red thing which I 
think was the pilot catapulted 
out of the plane just before it 
exploded in flames.** 

A USAF spokeswoman 
confirmed that a U2 plane, 
assigned to the 9tb Recon- 
naissance Wing at Beale Air 
Force Base. California, had 
just outside Fairford 



She said the condition of 


pilot was unknown. No- 
else was on board and 
: reasons for the crash were 
investigated. 

Fairford used to be home 
for more than 2,000 Amer- 
ican personnel before the 
USAF withdrew several 
years ago. It is now used for 
exercises over Europe. 

Ambulance workers took 
foe pilot to a nearby hospital 
hot it was not clear now badly 
he had been injured. 

The U2 spy plane became 
one of the symbols of the cold 


war, designed in 1955, it is 
capable of flying nearly 14 
miles (23 kms) above the 
Earth on reconnnaissance 
missions. 

It gained notoriety when 
the Soviet Union shot down a 
U2 piloted by Gary Powers 
near Sverdlovsk in 1960. 

Two years later a U2 
obtained the first photogrpa- 
hic evidence of Cuban missile 
sites, triggering the U.S.- 
Soviet confrontation which 
had the world poised on the 
verge of a nuclear war. 


U.N. approves inquiry into 
Burundi massacres 


UNITED NATIONS (R) 
— The Security Council 
created a commission of 
five jurists to probe the 
19?3 murder of Burundi's 
president in an effort to 
head off a repetition of the 
massacres that followed his 
death. 

In a resolution drafted by 
the United States, the 
Council voted 15-0 for an 
I international commission 
| of inquiry to investigate the 
■ murder "of President Mel- 
chior Ndadaye during a 
failed Tutsi-led army coup 
on Oct. 21, 1993 and subse- 
quent revenge killings that 
resulted in 50,000 deaths. 

The commission would 
not try and suspects but 
would recommend ways of 
bringing them to justice as 
well as legal reforms "to 
prevent any repetition of 
deeds similar to those in- 
vestigated by the commis- 


sion and. in general, to 
eradicate impunity and 
promote national recon- 
ciliation in Burundi." 

The resolution was de- 
layed nearly a week' be- 
cause of reservations by the 
coalition government in 
Burundi, which had initial- 
ly asked for the inquiry. 

Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali as well as the 
Organisation of African 
Unity, which has observers 
in Burundi, fear that with- 
out bringing ringleaders to 
justice the central African 
country’s cycle of violence 
will be prolonged. 

Others are not so certain 
whether an inquiry at this 
time would be fruitful. A 
report by human rights ex- 
pert Pedro Nikken 
cautioned that investiga- 
tions without triai could 
"accentuate existing feel- 


ings of frustration and 
hate." 

He said the commission 
should have powers, that 
guarantee its recommenda- 
tions will be, put into effect 
and verified bv the United 
Nations, including experts 
at trials. But the commis- 
sion does not have enforce- 
ment powers. 

Burundi has been sliding 
into civil war since the 1993 
attempted coup with tens 
of thousands of people kil- 
led in violence between the 
Hutu majority and the Tut- 
si minority. 

While the violence in 
Burundi did not equal that 
of massacres in neighbour- 
ing Rwanda last year, the 
ethnic divisions and ten- 
sions in both countries are 
similar. 

About 85 per cent of 
Burundi is made up of 
Hums and the remainder 


are Tutsis, who oerived 
greater wealth and pri- 
vileges from their former 
European colonial masters, 
and dominate the army and 
nearly all seats for judges 
and prosecutors. 

The Tutsis had control- 
led the government until 
the country’s first multi- 
party elections brought Mr. 
Ndadaye to office in June 
1993. He was killed a few 
months later. 

The resolution asks all 
Burundi authorities to 
hand over information to 
the commission and allow it 
to conduct interviews in 
private and visit anywhere 
without prior notice. 

No funding was pro- 
vided. The commission is 
to function from voluntary 
contributions and conclude 
work three months after it 
is established, the resolu- 
tion said. 


California governor Wilson enters presidential race 


NEW YORK (R) — Califor- 
nia Gov. Pete Wilson, trying 
to power up his sputtering 
drive for the White House, 
made a formal declaration 
speech with the Statue of 
Liberty as a backdrop for an 
attack on illegal immigration. 

Calling himself the Repub- 
lican President Bill Clinton 
fears the most, Mr. Wilson 
iashed out at the Democratic 
incumbent as a man who 
"can’t even secure our bor- 
ders" and added, “if we can’t 
control our own borders, how 
on Earth can we call 
ourselves a sovereign na- 
tion?” 

Hecklers shouted at Mr. 
Wilson for using the Statue of. 
Liberty, a symbol that has 
welcomed millions of immig- 
rants to the United States, as 
a “prop” for his speech. 

Mr. Wilson has been run- 
ning for president for eight 
months and has made several 
other speeches declaring his 
intentions but he is stalled at 
the bottom of the pack in the 
nine- man race, according to 
public opinion polls. Aides 
called his New York speech 
the kickoff of his presidential 
campaign. 

About 100 opponents 
shouted "Pete Wilson hypoc- 
rite" and "Pete Wilson go 
home" as he spoke. Several 
times, protesters drowned 
out his prepared remarks, 
causing him at one point to 
interrupt his speech and say: 
"My friends, you will never 
still my voice, try as you 
may." 

The demonstrators became 
loudest when Mr. Wilson 
criticised Mr. Clinton for fail- 
ing to secure U.S. borders. 
"Maybe that’s why these 
folks are here because I am 


:'*■ 





California Governor Pete Wilson poses for 
photographers on a presidential campaign 
publicity boat ride past the Statue of Liberty in 
New York. Mr. Wilson announced his inten- 


tion to ran for the residency at a ra&y in Lower 
Manhattan’s Battery Park and wffl spend the 
week tonrmg the country with stops in New 
Hampshire, Florida and Iowa (AFP photo) 


the Republican whom this 
Clinton White House fears of 
most," Mr. Wilson said. 

In his speech in a park 
faring the statue and neigh- 
bouring Ellis Island, the first 
stop in the United States for 
an estimated five million im- 
migrants, Mr. Wilson de- 
clared, "there is a right way 
to come to America and a 
wrong way. Dlegal immigra- 
tion is not the American way. 

“We teach our children to 
respect the law, but nearly 
four million illegal immig- 
rants in our country break it 
everyday. And Washington 
actually rewards these law- 
breakers by forcing states to 
give them benefits paid for by 
the taxpayers.” 


“As president, I won’t pre- 
tend to secure our borders, 
HI do it," said Mr. Wilson, 
who rode to reelection as 
California governor last year 
on the bade of Proposition 
187, a controversial state in- 
itiative to eliminate educa- 
tional and social se vices for 
illegal immigrants. 

After his speech, Mr. Wil- 
son embarked on a five-day 
eight-state tour to press bis 
presidential hopes. Besides 
New York, the states include 
New Hampshire, Mas- 
sachusetts, Pennsylvania, 
Georgia, Florida, Iowa and 
California. 

In his speech, Mr. Wilson 
frequently invoked the mem- 
ory of his immigrant grand- 


mother, Kate Barton, who 
came from Ireland legally as 
a teenager and worked as a 
hotel maid after her husband, 
a police officer, was killed by 
drug dealers. 

He is the ninth Republican 
to enter the race and most 
political experts give him 
only a longshot chance at the 
nomination. Senate majority 
leader bob Dole is leading in 
polls in California and else- 
where. 

Mr. Wilson weathered con- 
troversy this year for bis anti- 
illegal immigrant stance after 
it was disclosed that be and 
his former wife had employed 
a Mexican maid without 
asking about her immigration 
status. 



"Armed Nepali riot police stand guard near the 
Supreme Court in Kathmandu as opposition 
act iv ists anxiously wait for the court verdict mi 
a petition demanding reinstatement of the 


parliament and cancellation of the snap polb. 
The Supreme Court later reinstated the dls-. 
banded lower house of parliament and cancel- 
led mid-term polls slated for Nov. 23 <AFP) 


Nepal opposition ready to take power 


KATHMANDU (R) — Nep- 
al’s opposition was preparing 
Tuesday to vote out the 
minority Communist govern- 
ment and take over after a 
Supreme Court ruling that 
the dissolution of parliament 
in June was unconstitutional. 

The Nepali Congress Par- 
ty, the main opposition in the 
Himalayan kingdom, con- 
vened an emergency session 
of its parliamentary party fol- 
lowing Monday's Supreme 
Court ruling “to take stock of 
the situation," a spokesman 
said. — • 

“I think in four Or five days 
time we’ll have a coalition 
government of the opposition 
parties..” the spokesman. 
Taranath Rana Bhatt. told 
Reuters. 

"However, it may be de- 
layed if the Communists do 
not resign paving the way for 
the coalition.” be added. "In 
this case, it may take some 
time until we vote the gov- 
ernment out through a 'no- 


confidence motion in the par- 
liament.’*. 

The Supreme Court ruled 
by 8-3 that Prime Minister 
Man Mohan Adhikary's deci- 
sion to ask King Birendra to 
dissolve parliament and order 
fresh elections was unconsti- 
tutional and illegal. It 
ordered the House of Repre- 
sentatives to reconvene. 

The central . committee of 
the ruling United Marxist 
Leninist Party (UML). which 
has 87 deputies in the 205- 
seat parliament, went into an 
emergency late night session 
Monday, but party officials 
refused to discuss the court 
ruling. 

The Congress Party, which 
holds 85 seats, ceded power 
to the UML nine months ago 
after mid-term elections. It 
had limped from crisis to 
crisis since winning Nepal's 
first malti-partv elections in 
1991. 

Congress leaders were 
meeting senior members of 


the Rastriya Prajatantra Par- 
’ ty (RPP), which has 19 seats, 
to discuss the structure of a 
coalition if Mr. Adhikary de- 
cided to step down, party 
officials said. 

House Speaker Ram Chan- 
dra Poudel said he would 
meet Mr. Adhikary and other 
government ministers during 
the day to discuss a date for 
reconvening parliament. 

"1 hope we can finalise the 
. dates by this evening," he 
told Reuters. 

Business leaders welcomed 
the Supreme Court decision, 
hoping it might provide a 
measure of stability to the 
impoverished Himalayan na- 
tion of 20 million people. 

Business and economic de- 
velopment suffered in Nepal, 
one of the world's 10 poorest 
countries, after opposition 
parties withdrew their sup- 
port from the minority Com- 
munist government in June, 
prompting Mr. Adhikary to 
seek the dissolution of parlia- 
ment. 


China slams Japan over aid freeze 


BEIJING (R) — Beijing ex- 
pressed its deep regret Tues- 
day over Japan's decision to 
freeze grant aid to China xo 
protest against its nuclear 
testing, questioning the move 
as politically motivated and 
one that jeopardised bilateral 
ties. 

"We deeply regret the de- 
rision by the Japanese gov- 
ernment to freeze most of its 
grant aid to China in fiscal 
year 1995 on grounds of Chi- 
na’s nuclear tests.” Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Chen 
Jian said at a regular news 
briefing. 

Japan should use the 50th 
anniversary of its World War 
II defeat this year to "deeply 
self-examine its war crimes 
and conscientiously draw les- 
sons from history," Mr. Chen 
said. 

"Instead, it is trying to 
make a big issue of China’s 
nuclear testing," Mr. Chen 
said. 

“One cannot but wonder 
what its true political motives 
are. This Japanese move can 
be highly detrimental to the 
sound development of Sino- 
Japanese relations.” Mr. 
Chen warned. 

Japan Tuesday announced 


a freeze on most of its grant 
aid. a small portion of its 
overall aid programme for 
China, to proresi against 
Beijing’s nuclear tests. 

Describing China's nuclear 
arsenal as small. Mr. Chen 
said it was not directed at any 
country and posed no threat 
to Japan. The most recent 
test, on Aug. 17. triggered a 
storm of "condemnation 
around the world, including 
in Japan. 

Military strategists have 
said China's nuclear testing 
was part of a process of 
miniaturising its nuclear war- 
heads so they could be car- 
ried by a new class of ballistic 
missiles, some of which can 
reach Japan and even the 
U.S. west coast. 

In Tokyo. Trade Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto said 
Japan would continue to pro- 
vide China only with huma- 
nitarian grant aid. 

Japan’s grant aid to China, 
which is provided for specific 
projects, amounted to 7.8 bil- 
lion yen ($81.2 million) in 
1994. 

A Japanese Foreign Minis- 
try official said it was likely to 
be frozen- at 500 million yen 
($5.2 million) this fiscal year. 


Some Japanese politicians 
have said Japan's action 
should be even tougher and 
extend to low-interest yen 
loans, which make up the 
bulk of Japan’s financial aid 
to Chjna. ; 

Political sources said nego- 
tiations were in progress be- 
tween the three parties in 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama's coalition, his 
Socialists. the Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party and the Sakigake 
Party, on whether further 
sreps should be taken to pro- 
test against China's nuclear 
tests. " 

On Monday, Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Koken Nosaka told 
reporters a plan to freeze 
grant aid would be designed 
"to make a dear declaration 
of displeasure.” 

"It does not represent a 
change in Japan’s basic policy 
to provide aid to China," Mr. 
Nosaka said. 

Low-interest loans are de- 
signed to be provided over a 
period of several years, and 
Japanese Foreign Ministry 
officials have said they do not 
wish to cut yen loans that 
have already been officially 
pledged to China. 


Ariane launches Japanese satellite 


EVRY, France (R) — West- 
ern Europe's 77th Ariane 
rocket placed a telecom- 
munications satellite into 
orbit for Japan’s Nippon 
Telegr ap h and Telephone 
Corp (NTT) after a textbook 
launch from French Guiana 
early Tuesday. 

The Ariane 44P rocket, 
equipped with four solid 
strap-on boosters, blasted off 
at 3.41 a.m. (0641 GMT) 
from the European Space 
Agency launch centre in 
Kourou, French Guiana, on 
the northeast coast of South 
America. 

The rocket lit up a cloudy 
equatorial night sky and was 
visible for more than two 
minutes on video monitors at 


the corporate headquarters of 
the Arianespace company 
near Paris. 

Twenty-one minutes after 
Eft-off, die rocket released in 
a geostationary orbit N-Star- 
A, A 3.4 tonne (7,500 lb) 
satellite for Tokyo-based 
NTT. 

The satellite will provide 
fixed and mobile telephone 
and integrated services digital 
networks (ISDN) com- 
munications throughout 
Japan and is designed to 
operate for 10 years. 

N-Star-A, a FS-1300 series 
satellite, was built by space 
systems/1 oral, based in Palo 
Alto, California. 

Meanwhile, a Lockheed 
Martin Atlas 2AS rocket lob- 
bed a powerful Japanese 


communications satellite into 
orbit Monday after a spec- 
tacular nighttime launch. 

The spacecraft is the third 
in a senes owned and oper- 
ated by Japan Satellite Sys- 
tems Inc. dubbed JCSAT-3, 
the satellite will beam voice, 
data and television sign al^ 
throughout Japan, west to 
India, south to Australia and 
New Zealand, and east to 
Hawaii. ’ 

Augmented by four solid- 
fuel booster rockets, the 
liquid-propelled Atlas 2AS 
blazed a trail skyward from 
Cape Canaveral air station at 
8:53 p.m. edt (0053 GMT), 
about 10 ipinutes behind 
schedule because of a fuelling 
problem. 


New natives crisis looms in Canada 


GUSTAFSEN LAKE, Cana- 
da (AFP) — A new crisis was 
looming in British Columbia, 
a day after Shuswap nation 
natives living on disputed 
territory nearby fired on two 
Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police (RCMP) officers. 

The 30 or so Shuswap peo- 
ple say the grounds, located 
in the Cariboo Mountains ab- 
out 450 kilometres (275 
miles) from Vancouver, are 
sacred and have vowed to die 
defending them. 

The incident landed on 
.front pages and sparked emo- 
tional debate across the coun- 
try, as issues related to Cana- 
da's indigenous or aboriginal 


peoples often do. 

The Shuswap splinter 
group living on disputed land 
fired 10 shots from automatic 
weapons Sunday on two 
RCMP officers, whose bullet- 
proof vests protected them 
from injury, police sources 
said. 

The officers were part of a 
unit deployed-around a camp 
that the native group set up in 
June in defiance of govern- 
ment orders. 

. The RCMP said the offic- 
ers who were shot were help- 
ing loggers move a fallen tree 
along a road leading to the 
camp when the natives 
opened fire. 


The officers withdrew 
without firing back but were 
forced to abandon their vehi- 
cle, which was riddled with 
bullets, RCMP spokesman 
Sergeant Peter Montague 

"We were ambushed." he 
said, adding that the two men 
were probably saved by their 
bullet-proof vests. 

The risk of armed conflict 
between the indigenous 
group and RCMP members 
increased dramatically in re- 
cent days after mediation 
efforts by Assembly of First 
Nations leader Ovide Mer- 
credi broke down. 


Gates, Buffett* 
to catch train 
in China 

OMAHA, Nebraska (AFP) 
— They could afford raster 
transportation, but a pan of 
the world’s richest mra, War- 
ren Buffett and Bill Gates^ 
are heading to China to catch 
a train. Microsoft Corp. 
Chairman Gates, his wife 
Melinda, Omaha investor 
Buffett and several mends 
have rented cars on the train 
they wffl take through China 
next month. “It's a personal 
vacation for them (Gates and 
Ms wife),” Microsoft spokes- 
man Midi Mathews said from 
Redmond, Washington. 
“They want to keep it as 
such.” Forbes magazane this 
year listed Gates as the 
world’s richest person with a 
fortune estimated at $12.9 
billion. Buffett, the chair m an 
of Berkshire-Hathaway, 
ranked second with $10.7 bil- 
lion. 


Psychologist is 
‘thrilled’ to be 
dying 

LOS ANGELES (R)- — 
Timothy Leary, the Harvard 
psychologist who urged a 
generation to “turn on, tune 
in and drop out,” said in an "; 
interview he was “thnfled” to 
learn he was dying from pros- 
tate cancer. Mr. Leary, 74, 
who became a celebrity in tiie ■ 
“psychedelic era” of the 
1960s for extolling mind- -. 
altering drugs such as LSD, 
told the Los Angeles Times: • 
"When I found out I was 
terminally ill, and I know this -. 
can be misinterpreted, I was , > 
thrilled.” He went on to ex- • - 
plain, “I was now entered . 
into die real challenge of how ; 
to live an empowered life, a • 
life of dignity. “How yon die : 
is the most important thing 
you ever do. It’s the exit, the . - 
final scene of the glorious . . 
epic of your life,” said Mr. . 
Leary, who was told he had ■ 
cancer in January. Mr. Le- 
ary, who spoke to the Times 
at his Beverly Hills home, ’ 
said there was a “real possi- - * 
bility” he would take a dose • 
of LSD before he died. He - 
also said he does not want a 
conventional funeral. He said 
he recently went past a . 
cemetery- ‘‘with all those ... 
(head) stones in perfect rows 
and it jiist gave me the • 
creeps.” After making head- . 
lines in the 1960s, Mr. Leary ”7. 
spent bouts in jafl on drag- 7 
related charges or on the ran .’ 
after breaking out of prison ; 
in the 1970s. After one prison * 
break be fled to Europe and 
Africa, returning in 1979 to '- 
become a fixture on the Hoi- - 
lywood party and univ e rsi t y •’> 
lecture circuits. He also dab- • 
bled in computer software 
and acting. . . 


Rushdie’s latest 
book in trouble 
in Bombay 

BOMBAY (AFP) — A Hm- 
du militant party ruling Bom- 
bay warned Tuesday it would 
ban British author ftahnan •- 
Rushdie's latest book if- re- 
ports that the novel carica- -s; 
fared its leader, were true, v 
Pramod Navalkar, cultural 
minister in the western Incfi- •** 
an state of Maharashtra, said _ f 
he had called for a copy The ’ 
Moor’s Last Sigh of to verify ” ' 
the published reports; “We. '’'*' 
will go through the bookantf V 
ban it if it is found objection- * * 
able,” Navalkar told AFP.”'-’ 

. Certainly we will ban *;if 5* 
there is anything objection- - 
able or insulting about (Shiv i 
Sena chief Bal) Thackeray ” y;. 
ihe Indian distributor said v.-, 
they would keep the book out V . 
ot Bombay, where Rushdie- 
"“bora. “The situation in Zp fi 
Bombay is unpredictable,” ■' 
sato an official with publisher 
Riya and Co. “Ana we dm- V 
not easily forget what Iumf " ‘ 
pened to Rushdie's TheSala- v ' i 
» ■ S 8 *® “ w e will play 
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. African delegate arrives for the first meeting or African women at the African tent-site of the NGO Women's Forum 
in nuairou, 00 Kilometres northeast of Beijing. The women discussed the problems they were having with registration, 
hotel reservations, transportation and language (AFP photo) 

Beijing attacks Amnesty for ’prejudice’ 

BEUING (R) — Only hours 
after Amnesty International 
j. attacked China's human- 
rights record in its first news 
conference in the country 
Tuesday, Beijing accused 
the group of harbouring 
deep prejudices against 
China. 

In the past two weeks, 

China has executed 16 peo- 
ple as pan of a security oper- 
ation in the name of making 
its capital safe for the United 
Nations fourth World Con- 
ference on Women, which 
opens Monday, Pierre Sane, 
secretary- general of the 
London-based human-rights 
group, told reporters. 

“We have heard virtually 
every excuse from govern- 
ments to justify human- 
rights violations but this is 
simply unbelievable." he 
said. "To welcome the world 
to Beijing, must people 
die?" 

China has a grave human- 
rights record, Mr. Sane said. 

It was common for dissi- 
dents to be arrested and peo- 
ple to be executed before 
major festivals and interna- 
tional and political events in 
China, as well as at other 
times, he said. 

Repression of prominent 
dissidents and human-rights 
activists has intensified 
yrince 1994, with scores held 
' without charges and mem- 
bers of religious groups who 
ref aw to join official 
churches harassed, fined or 
detained, he added. 

But Chinese Foreign Min- 
istry spokesman Chen Jian 
told a regular news briefing 
that Amnesty’s allegations 
were groundless. "It is an 
organisation that has always 
harboured deep prejudices 
against China," he said. 

*He suggested Amnesty 
was abusing the privilege of 
corning tu China to partici- 
pate in a non-governmental 
forum on women. 

~Anv organisation or indi- 
vidual that attends the U.N. 

Conference on Women 
should not use it as an 
opportunity to interfere in 
China’s internal affairs," 

Chen said. "Of course, this 
applies to Amnesty Interna- 
tional loo." 

Amnesty is in Beijing to 
attend both the non-govern- 
mental forum and the U.N. 
conference that will debate 
jtnd approve a blueprint for 
action to promote women’s 
rights and status. 

It is the first time Beijing 
has allowed members of the 
human-rights organisation to 
enter China openly. 

Beijing dismisses accusa- 
tions by Amnesty and other 
Western human-rights 
groups, saying they amount 
to interference in its internal 
affairs and ignore its 
achievements in feeding and 

Ulster party to pick new head after Molyneaux resignation 


clothing 20 per cent of the 
world’s population. 

Mr. Sane said Amnesty 
held consultative status with 
the United Nations and had 
taken pan in all regular 
preparatory meetings for the 
U.N. conference, it would 
have been very odd not to 
allow Amnesty to come to 
Beijing, he said. 

Amnesty staff said they 
had been treated the same as 
Other NGO participants, 
although their bags had been 
inspected at the apartments 
in a Beijing suburb where 
some were staying, while 
those of most other dele- 
gates had not. 

They were allowed to keep 
all the documents they 
brought in, including those 
in Chinese, they said. 

Amnesty bad written to the 
government to ask for a 
chance to raise its concerns 
directly with the Ministry’ of 
Foreign Affairs or Ministry 
of Justice during its visit, 
Mr. Sane said. 

Amnesty also wants a spe- 
cific commitment that tor- 
ture by state agents was one 
of the most common forms 
of violence suffered by 
women and that any state 
agent suspected of being 
responsible for tenure be 
brought to justice. 

Amnesty is in Beijing to 
address human-rights of 
women not only in China 
but all over the world, he 
added 

Meanwhile the foreign 
women who arrived in 
Huairou were suffering jet- 
lag and culture shock. 

Some of the local Chinese 
people are grumbling that 
the right security' the new 
arrivals have attracted 
makes it seem like their once 
sleepy town is under martial 
law. 

With just one day to go 
before the world’s biggest 


women’s conference ever 
staged gets underway, the 
residents of huairou and 
their 26,<X)ti female' guests 
were sizing each other up, a 
little warily, Tuesday. 

“It’s mania! law," com- 
plained a grocery-shop 
owner called Zhang Survey- 
ing the police checkpoints 
along the mads and the signs 
everywhere that read “for- 
bidden zone". 

“I’m disappointed." said 
Dorothy Nyong'o, a dele- 
gate from the Africa region- 
al office of the international 
Planned Parenthood Federa- 
tion. 

Ms. Nyong'o was upset 
because her pressure group, 
one of hundreds that have 
come to lobby the United 
Nations conference from a 
base in suburban Huairou, 
has too liule space. 

Zhang. was agitated 
because of the hordes of del- 
egates who have overrun the 
town. 

But what did they all 
expect? 

"This is a huge gathering. 
To expect everything to go 
smoothly is to expect too 
much,” reasoned Fnnaura 
Kings tone, a delegate from 
the Cook Islands. 

"I’ve met a lot of very 
cross and grumbling peo- 
ple," she said. “I think they 
need a little smack on the 
bum." 

Huairou is almost an 
hour’s drive from the centre 
of Beijing, where the U.N. 
conference starts on Sept. 4. 
The women were shunted 
out there after a last-minute 
panic by Beijing officials 
with visions of radical femi- 
nists running riot through 
their orderly capital. 

Now the delegates from 
non-government advocacy 
groups are standing on 
street corners peering at 
maps and wondering where 


on earth they have ended up. 

Many have to make do 
with a hard bed in $5-a-night 
dormitory-style accommo- 
dation. Some have taken one 
look at tbeir spartan quarters 
and moved on. 

But Lesley Roden from the 
town of Budleigh Sal tenon 
in Britain is stoical. “If you 
want the Ritz you pay Ritz 
prices. So you can’t com- 
plain," she said. 

Controversy over the sit- 
ing of the Non-Govemmen- 
tal Organisation Forum on 
Women *95. and Beijing’s 
refusal to allow in certain 
delegates, including some 
from Taiwan aud Tibet, has 
not deterred commercial 
Sponsors. 

On billboards all over 
Huairou, apple computer 
advertises itself proudly as 
the technical sponsor of the 
event. Hong kong-based 
clothing retailer esprit is giv- 
ing away bags that say “look 
■ at the world through 
women’s eyes." 

. Even u Ronald McDonald 
has popped up to offer ham- 
burger and French fry lunch- 
es. 

But the Chinese sponsors 
are taking no chances. 

Access to areas where the 
pressure groups are setting 
up stalls is through security 
gates equipped with bag- 
gage X-ray machines and 
staffed by female body- 
frisk ers issued with white 
gloves. 

A local taxi driver said he 
and his colleagues had 
instructions not to pick up 
delegates except at officially 
approved stands “in case 
they’re canying infectious 
diseases, like cholera". 

That's not the kind of mes- 
sage coming across in ban- 
ners hung all over Huairou 
carrying the official slogan 
of the conference “equality 
development and peace". 



i BELFAST (AFP) — The 
r Ulster Unionist Party 
i (UUP), Northern Ireland’s 
t* largest political grouping, 

* set about choosing a new 
E leader Tuesday after the sur- 

* prise resignation of 16-year 
veteran James Molyneaux 

\ threw a curve to Ulster’s fal- 
] tering peace process. 

\\ The party announced a 
; leadership election to name 
i Mr. Molyneaux’s successor 
i would be held on SepL 8. 

Speculation over Mr. 

- Molyneaux' future had been 

rife since the beginning of 


the year, both because of his 
age, 75, and because certain 
factions of the UUP consider 
he had grown too moderate 
and overly conciliatory to 
Prime Minister John Major’s 
Tory government. 

But the timing Monday 
came as a surprise — days 
before Friday’s first anniver- 
sary of the Irish Republican 
Array’s (IRA) historic 
ceasefire — and sparked 
speculation about the effect 
on London’s flagging efforts 
to organise all-party Ulster 
peace talks. 


Molyneaux, who led the 
UUP's nine House of Com- 
mons members, had been u 
key player in the burgeoning 
peace process and a valuable 
asset in London’s behind- 
the-scenes moves that led to 
last year's IRA truce, 
matched weeks later by the 
loyalist paramilitaries. 

However he had come 
under fire from UUP hard- 
liners over his support for 
the December 1993 Anglo- 
Irish peace declaration, 
which set the peace process 
in motion but which they 


saw as a first step towards 
(he united Ireland they 
oppose at any cost. 

Mr. Molyneaux and Mr. 
Major had a private meeting 
Tuesday at the premier’s 
summer residence. Che- 
quers, northwest of London, 
as UUP leaders met here to 
set up the mechanism by 
which the party's ruling 
Ulster Unionist Council, 
will replace the leader. 

So far Tuesday, four UUP 
MPs were shaping up as a 
possible field to succeed 
MR. Molyneaux. 


Yeltsin says Russia still 
backs Chechen peace talks 


MOSCOW CR) — President 
Boris Yeltsin, whose Securi- 
ty Council will meet 
Wednesday to review 
Moscow's policy in rebel 
Chechenya. said Tuesday 
that Moscow was still corn- 
mined to peace talks with 
separatist rebels. 

“Our position remains 
unchanged,” Mr. Yeltsin told 
reporters before meeting 
political analysis in his 
kremlin office. 

“We favour a peaceful set- 
tlement on the basis of legal- 
ity and the constitution. This 
is why we are holding talks 
in (the Chechen capital) 
Grozny." 

Mr. Yeltsin has expressed 
worries about the deadlock 
in peace talks launched in 
June to end the eight-month 
conflict which has killed 


thousands of people. 

Broader Russian-Cbecben 
talks have stalled over the 
future status of Chechenya, 
The rebels want Moscow' to 
recognise tbeir indepen- 
dence, unilaterally pro- 
claimed in 1991, while the 
Kremlin insists that 
Chechenya must remain pan 
of Russia. 

Mr. Yeltsin named Oleg 
Lobov, secretary of his poli- 
cy-making Security Council, 
as his personal representa- 
tive in Chechenya with 
power to coordinate 
Moscow’s activities in the 
region. The council could 
lay down guidelines for 
Russian policy that in the 
past has seemed hesitant and 
contradictory. 

Mr. Lobov, who visited 
Chechenya Monday, urged a 


faster disarmament of the 
rebels, agreed as pan of a 
military deal last month. The 
deal also included a truce 
and partial withdrawal of 
Russian troops, sem in last 
December. 

But Mr. Lobov ruled out 
any concessions on 
Chechenya’s status. 

After signing the military- 
deal the rebels surrendered 
several hundred weapons — 
a tiny fraction of the tens of 
thousands Moscow thinks 
they own. Russian officials 
suspect the rebels of trying 
to bvpass the disarmament 
deal. 

The rebels in turn accuse 
Russia of trying to change 
the terras of the military 
deaL They have made clear 
that if fighting restarts they 
would strike in Russia itself 


rather than confront Russian 
troops in Chechenya. 

Moscow is taking the rebel 
threats seriously, especially 
after a commando- style raid 
by some 200 Chechen fight- 
ers on the southern Russian 
town of Budennovsk in 
June. More than 120 people 
were killed and hundreds 
were held hostage for six 
days. 

Mr. Yeltsin and Prime 
Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, who met Tues- 
day. decided to summon the 
leaders of Russia's north 
Caucasus regions bordering 
Chechenya to discuss addi- 
tional security measures in 
the area. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s press office, 
which announced the deci- 
sion, did not say when the 
meeting would take place 


Bhutto: India may take ‘foolish action 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto 
said Tuesday Pakistan 
feared the Indian govern- 
ment might seek to raise ten- 
sions between the two coun- 
tries in the run-up to parlia- 
mentary elections due next 
year. 

She said she wished India 
had a strong, statesmanlike 
leader with the courage to 
settle the Kashmir dispute 
and promote reconciliation 
with Pakistan. 

She told foreign corre- 
spondents India must be 
restrained from missile pro- 
duction that she stud threat- 
ened Pakistan and other 
countries in the region. 

Ms. Bhutto said Indian 
Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao's govern- 
ment was under pressure 
because of a perception at 
home that it had failed to 
end a revolt against Indian 
rule in kashmir. 

"So we are passing 


through a period which is 
rather dangerous because 
with Indian elections com- 
ing up, there will be greater 
domestic political pressure 
on the government to win 
votes, and the government 
may in that pressure take a 
foolish action," she said. 

She said she hoped “noth- 
ing happens that can escalate 
the tensions" between the 
two countries, which have 
fought three wars since inde- 
pendence from Britain in 
1947, two of them over the 
Himalayan region of Kash- 
mir. 

Ms. Bhutto said Islamabad 
believed the little-known AJ 
Farnra group, which killed a 
kidnapped Western tourist in 
Kashmir earlier this month 
and is holding four others 
hostage, was an Indian 
“counter-intelligence outfit” 
aiming to harm the Kashmiri 
cause and defame Pakistan. 

Ms. Bhutto called A1 Far- 
ran a “despicable group" 


that she said was helping 
India in its drive to crush the 
Kashmiri people. 

She said the kidnapping 
had been timed to put pres- 
sure on Pakistan at a time 
when the U.S. Congress was 
considering easing an eco- 
nomic and arms aid embargo 
on Pakistan. 

“Now we foresee that 
either the hostages will be 
rescued or the militants will 
be killed just when Pak- 
istan's case goes to Con- 
gress," she added. 

Ms. Bhutto said she had no 
confirmation of a report by 
two visiting U.S. Senators in 
Islamabad Monday that 
Indian leaders were willing 
to take part in Pakistan-pro- 
posed five-nation talks on 
halting the spread of nuclear 
weapons in South Asia. 

India has denied the 
report. 

Ms. Bhutto said although 
India’s missile-development 
programme was Pakistan- 


specific, it had also brought 
other countries such as 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq. 
Iran and Yemen “under the 
shadow of the Indian nuclear 
warheads". 

Ms. Bhutto said it seemed 
India had no leader stron : 
enough to take an initiative 
to solve the problem of 
Kashmir, two-thirds of 
which is ruled by New Delr.i 
and the rest by Pakistan. 

“What we really need to 
see in India is a statesperson, 
somebody who will say that 
T am going to rise above 
narrow political partisan 
considerations ... And 1 will 
keep the commitment that 
India made before U.N. 
Security Council’," she said. 

She was referring to the 
long-standing U.N. resolu- 
tions that propose a 
plebiscite to allow the pre- 
dominantly Muslim Kash- 
miris to decide whether to 
join Islamic Pakistan or 
Hindu-majority India. 


India renews contact with Kashmir guerrillas 


SRINAGAR, India <R)— 
Indian authorities held a 
fresh round of talks Tuesday 
with militants holding four 
Westerners hostage in Kash- 
mir amid hopes the tourists, 
in their ninth week of captiv- 
ity. would be released 
unharmed. 

Officials spoke by radio 
with A1 Farrari militants who 
kidnapped the Westerners in 
isolated Kashmir in early 
July. 

The latest communication 
came one day after Ameri- 
can Donald Hutchings spoke 
directly to Indian officials, 
telling them by radio that be 
was in good health, as were 
German Dirk Hasert and 
Britons Keith Mangan and 
Paul Wells. 

Thar was the first direct 
contact between the govern- 
ment and the hostages since 
the men were abducted and 
fanned hopes A1 Farran 
would eventually agree to 
free the tourists. 


“This is another positive 
development," a senior offi- 
cial of the government of 
Jammu and Kashmir state 
said, "we are happy that 
despite all the deadlines and 
threats against them, we 
were able to talk to a hostage 
and prolong the negotia- 
tions.” 

The government contacted 
the abductors again Tuesday, 
a state government 
spokesman said. “We are 
talking," he said. "We hope 
that things move quickly, 
but it is a long, drawn-out 
process and one has to show 
patience.” 

A fifth hostage, Norwe- 
gian Hans Christian Ostroe, 
was found beheaded in a 
remote region of Kashmir on 
Aug. 13. 

Near his body was a note 
in which Al Farran threat- 
ened to kill the others unless 
the government released 15 
jailed separatists within two 
days. 


That deadline, like two 
earlier ones, passed without 
any apparent harm being 
done to the hostages as Indi- 
an negotiators stepped up 
efforts to reach a peaceful 
end to the ordeal, which 
entered its ninth week Tues- 
day. 

The government had 
requested proof that the four 
men were unharmed in spite 
of death threats. A tape 
recording and photographs 
released last week indicated 
the men were in good health, 
but they dated from Aug. IS, 
rwo days before yet another 
death threat. 

In Monday's radio conver- 
sation, Hutchings told 
authorities he and the other 
hostages were in good 
health. 

Officials seeking proof the 
others were alive and well 
asked Hutchings personal 
questions about them which 
only they could answer. 

Officials would not say if 


they expected the responses 
in writing, on a tape record- 
ing or over radio. 

Despite the upbeat mood 
in Srinagar, summer capital 
of Jammu and Kashmir, 
authorities said they did not 
necessarily expect' an early 
resolution to the crisis. 
“These things take time,” 
one official said. "We have 
to have a lot of patience and 
prolong the negotiations.” 

India has rejected a swap 

f jailed militants for the 
postages, saying it would 
only encourage more abduc- 
tions in Kashmir, where 
police and hospitals say 
more than 20,000 people 
have died in a five-year sep- 
aratist revolt. 

But it has said a possible 
agreement could involve the 
release of the hostages and 
jailed separatists who might 
have been freed under a reg- 
ular review of their prison 
slants. 


Few Rwanda refugees volunteer to return home 


GOMAJZaire(R) — U.N. 
workers struggled Tuesday 
to persuade frightened 
Rwandan refugees to volun- 
teer to return home before 
Zaire resumes throwing 
them out if U.N.-Zaire talks 
in Geneva fail. 

Only six refugees out of 
150,000 in Mugunga camp 
near the border town of 
Goma agreed Tuesday 
morning to board trucks 
back to Rwanda under a fal- 
tering U.N. voluntary repa- 
triation programme. 

U.N. trucks set out for 
camps in the Bukavu region 
to the south of Goma and 
U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) staff 
said they were returning to 
tell the Rwandans time was 
limited and they must decide 
in case forced expulsions 
resumed. 

“Zairean army officers 
have already visited some 
camps to see which is next. 
It is obvious they have made 
up their minds io kick these 
refugees out," said a senior 
aid agency official. 

He said Zairean authorities 
h;td privately made it clear 
deportations would resume 
if talks in Geneva Tuesday 


between UNHCR chief 
Sadako Ogata and Zaire's 
Prime Minister Kengo Wa 
Dondo failed. 

Mr. Kengo declined to 
comment to reporters as he 
arrived at UNHCR’s bead- 
quarters in Geneva before 
the meeting started. 

Ms. Ogata was expected to 
leave Geneva Wednesday 
after the talks for the Rwan- 
dan capital of Kigali, Burun- 
di and Tanzania. 

Diplomats said her negoti- 
ations about the one million 
Rwandan refugees in Zaire 
were unlikely to be a success 
for UNHCR with Zaire 
insisting on resuming forced 
expulsions that dumped 
15,000 refugees back in 
Rwanda in four days last 
week. 

Many of (he Hum refugees 
fear reprisals for last year’s 
genocide in which Hutu sol- 
diers and militias, abetted by 
civilians, killed up to a mil- 
lion Tutsis and moderate 
Hutus. 

UNHCR's negotiating 
position has grown weaker 
in five days of voluntary 
repatriations which sent 
home fewer than 350 
refugees since Zaire agreed 


to suspend expulsions 
Thursday. 

U.N. officials said Tues- 
day six refugees, who tied 
their camps to escape the 
Zairean sweep, died in hills 
near the border town of 
Uvira because of malnutri- 
tion. Refugees who left the 
camps have even been sell- 
ing the clothes they wear for 
food. 

Diplomats said UNHCR 
was under pressure from 
donor countries to agree to 
some sort of compromise 
wiih Zaire at the Geneva 
talks to lead to a substantial 
cut in the number of 
refugees. 

But UNHCR rules out any 
role in forced repatriations, 
which could be violent and 
create bottlenecks in Rwan- 
da where prisons are 
crammed with more than 
50,000 Hutus accused of 
involvement in last year's 
genocide. 

The U.N. voluntary repa- 
triation programme received 
new blows Monday with 
Rwanda’s Prime Minister 
Faustin Twagiramungu, a 
Hutu moderate, announcing 
his resignation while the 
government said he was 


sacked while mine and 
grenade blasts hit Goma. 

Mr. Twagiramungu said in 
a letter he stepped down in 
anger over reports of killings 
by the Rwandan Patriotic 
Army (RPA) guerrillas who 
took power after the geno- 
cide, diplomats said. 

Hie prime minister was 
the most prominent Hutu in. 
Rwanda's coalition govern- 
ment and his presence was 
seen as key to RPA efforts to 
help neutralise the exiled 
Hutu opposition. 

"This is terrible news," 
Joel Boutroue, UNHCR 
chief in Goma, told Reuters. 
“It is going to create more 
instability." 

"The Tutsi leadership has 
now consolidated power and 
thrown out Twagiramungu," 
said a Rwandan refugee in 
Bukavu, Zaire. “If they can- 
not work with a sensible 
man like that, 1 don’t know 
how they could accommo- 
date some of us who they 
call killers.” 

On Monday an anti-tank 
mine exploded beneath a 
U.N. truck loaned to the 
relief agency Care and a 
grenade exploded in a Goma 
market. 
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Strange outbursts 

AT A TIME whan the Arab World most 
needed to close ranks and work hand in hand 
on a formula for burying the negative con- 
sequences of the Golf crisis and war, 
government-controlled newspapers in Cairo 
sprang a surprise: They initiated an attack 
against Jordan’s policy on Iraq, less than a 
day after Foreign Minister Amr Musa ended 
his visit to Amman. 

We cannot imagine for a moment that the 
torrent of attacks on His Majesty King 
Hussein personally, and on Jordanian poli- 
ties generally, happened without a direct 
order from the highest echelons of power in 
the Egyptian government. We had under- 
stood Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak’s 
earlier remarks about the defection of Iraqi 
General Hussein Kamel to Jordan to mean a 
sort of complaint against being kept in the 
dark over developments that followed the 
defection. But now we admit that the Egyp- 
tian newspapers’ concerted attacks after Mr. 
Musa’s visit have been a puzzle to us. 

Jordan in its attempt to serve its own 
interests and those of the Arab Nation has 
never sought to trespass on the rights and 
prerogatives of Egypt or any other Arab 
country. At the height of the Gulf crisis it 
was Jordan, not Egypt, that advocated an 
Arab solution to the Gulf crisis that resulted 
from Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. Egypt in an 
( apparent effort to outbid other Arab coun- 
I tries in currying favour with the Americans 
and their allies, however, pat all its weight 
on the side of foreign intervention. 

Now that Jordan wants to play its rightful 
role in the region, through cooperation with 
other Arab states and the world community, 
it will not accept undue interference by 
others. Jordan realises very well what role it 
can play and what role it cannot. Furth- 
ermore, Jordan has gained credibility with 
virtually all the countries near and far. And 
at the same time Jordan is not seeking to 
replace Egypt in whatever role it aspires to 
assume. Jordan has always sought good 
relations with Egypt even when Cairo was 
ostracised by most of the Arab countries. 

If Egypt does not tike the fact that Amman 
has become the focus of political activity 
related to the situation in Iraq then it should 
not blame the Kingdom for being marginal- 
ised. This country is not trying to undermine 
Egypt’s weight, just as much as we do not 
want Egypt to undercut our efforts to help 
the nation. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER in AJ Ra'i daily Tuesday criticised Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak for instructing his semi-official 
newspapers, like AI Ahram and A1 Jumhurieh, to attack 
His Majesty King Hussein. The Egyptian president seems 
to be obsessed with the idea that he, among all the Arab 
leaders in the area, is the only leader that can play a key 
role in the destiny of the Middle East, said Tareq 
Masarweh. Mr . Mubarak has ordered the Egyptian dailies 
to attack the Kingdom five years ago for not supporting the 
American-led invasion of the Iraq and now he is angry at 
■Jordan for supporting the United States in its stand towards 
Iraq, said the writer, who also said that it was Egypt, which 
opened the gate for the American-led coalition to attack 
Iraq after the Gulf crisis. Noting that Cairo’s attack on 
Jordan came on the heels of the Egyptian foreign minister's 
visit to Jordan, the writer said that Mr. Mubarak had 
expected a great deal of information from Jordan, which he 
could use in the course of highlighting Cairo's role in any 
political development in the region but has been dis- 
appointed. He said Mr. Mubarak was angry at Jordan and 
the United States for ignoring Egypt in the process of- 
preparing for the Jordan-Israel peace treaty, at the 
Palestinians for keeping Cairo in the dark over the Oslo 
deal, and at Saudi Arabia and Kuwait for dealing directly 
with Washington. King Hussein does not bear a grudge 
against anyone. But, said the writer, only those full of 
malice unleash media campaigns against others. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Dustour said that the Arab World 
should wake up to the facts about the current situation in 
the Middle East, noting that Arab states are besieged by 
the Americans and their Israeli allies. The problems facing 
the Palestinians, the Iraqis, the Libyans, the Lebanese and 
the Syrians are all a direct result of the American military 
aggression and siege of the region, said Taher Al Adwan. 
One look at the map reveals that the Americans are 
besieging us with their fleets in the Gulf, in the Red Sea 
and Aqaba and from the West on the shores of Palestine 
and through the air bases in Turkey and Kuwait. Furth- 
ermore, he said, thousands of American troops stage 
military exercises in Jordan and Kuwait, preparing for war 
on the Arabs and are assisted in this campaign by their 
Israeli strategic allies in the region. All the problems, 
facing the Arabs in the Golan, southern Lebanon. Iraq and 
Palestine are caused by the American military presence, he 



By Ayman AJ Sa£adi 

Egypt is at it once again — 
and not many are surprised. 

The campaign that the 
Egyptian regime has been 
! launching against Jordan in 
the wake of the defection of 
a senior Iraqi official to the 
Kingdom this month is a 
customary symptom of the 
paranoia that has come to 
define a large segment of 
Egypt's body politic. 

The nervous war of words 
that the government-con- 
trolled Egyptian press is 
unleashing on Jordan is not 
simply a reaction to a Jor- 
danian foreign policy deci- 
sion with which Cairo does 
not agree. It is, rather, the- 
product of a political culture 
trapped in the emptiness of 
the loss of an imaginary 
weight on the Arab and 
international arenas. 

Cairo's reaction is clearly 
out of proportion to the 


A giant with a blurred vision 


Kingdom's decision to grant 
asylum to Gen. Hussein 
Kamel Al Hassan, Iraq's for- 
mer minister of industries 
and President Saddam Hus- 
sein's son-in-law. But it is 
the least that can be expect- 
ed from a regime that sees 
itself as a regional giant 
whose prestige and authori- 
ty is eroding. 

By virtue of its size, histo- 
ry and strong ties with the 
United States, Egypt 
believes that all roads to the 
Middle East should pass 
through Cairo. If any coun- 
try opts for a different road, 
Cairo gets irritated This 
irritation translates into 
unjustified paranoic out- 
bursts of anger whose major 
victim is Egypt's credibility 
and reputation in the region. 

This much was witnessed 


when the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation went the 
Oslo, and not the Cairo, 
way to sign its declaration 
of principles with Israel. 
The criticism that Cairo lev- 
elled at Jordan when it 
signed the peace treaty with 
Israel bewildered many an 
observer. Over a decade 
before the Kingdom and the 
PLO reached peace agree- 
ments with Israel, the Israeli 
flag was flying high in 
Cairo. 

Instead of welcoming tbe 
broadening of the peace that 
Cairo initiated, the Egyptian 
regime blasted it. This atti- 
tude is surprising only to 
those who are not familiar 
with the essence of Egypt’s 
current political culture; 
those who are know that tbe 
Egyptian regime got angry 


because it was not asked for 
permission before the deals 
were signed. Egypt felt that 
its self-designated role as 
the leader of the Middle 
East was not respected. The 
unconfident giant could not 
swallow the perceived mar- 
ginalisation. 

This is exactly why the 
Egyptian government is* 
unhappy with Jordan these 
days. Cairo believes that 
Jordan's decision to host the 
Iraqi defector has given the 
Kingdom a new and impor- 
tant regional role. It was 
with Jordan and not with 
Cairo that Western and Arab 
politicians were discussing 
the latest developments. 
The Egyptian government 
became upset, uneasy that 
Jordan was assuming a role 
it believes Cairo should 


play. And the war of words 
began. 

But this war will not get 
Cairo anywhere. Nobody 
can deny the important role 
that Egypt can play in the 
region. The potential of 
Cairo to assume a leading 
position in the region is real. 
But this potential would be 
wasted should President 
Hosni Mubarak press the 
political immaturity which 
his regime has demonstrat- 
ed lately. 

The Egyptian president 
can do hims elf, his country 
and tbe region a great deal 
of good by breaking free 
from the illusions that the 
officials in Cairo are har- 
bouring at the present. 

The writer is editorial 
page editor at the Jordan 
Times. 


Let’s not close a window with a view 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 

PARLIAMENT is present- 
ly debating a new invest- 
ment law which is aimed at 
attracting foreign investors 
to Jordan. The purpose of 
the law is to make Jordan 
an investment friendly 
place while encouraging 
domestic investors to invest 
at home, and setting up the 
climate for Jordan to join 
the World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO). The following 
are comments on the draft 
law: 

1. Articles 3,4 and 7 of 
the draft law define the 
productive sectors that be- 
nefit from corporate tax ex- 
emptions ana divide tbe 
Kingdom into investment 
regions. Basically all sectors 
benefit explicitly from these 
exemptions except for tile 
telecommunications sector, 
which is covered by its own 
law. This very important 
sector should also be co- 
vered in the investment law 
in order to encourage in- 
ward investment. Not only 
is the telecommunications 
sector an important source 
of revenue to the country, 
but it is also important for 
the development of other 
sectors. 

1 assume that the regional 
divisions of the law are 
geographic (regions are not 
identified in the law), and 
the amount or percentage 
of the exemption to the 
received by industrists 
varies from region to re- 
gion. Region A. which is 
the investment favourite, 
receives a 25 per cent ex- 
emption from income and 
social security taxes. Re- 
gion B receives 50 per cent 
m exemptions and region C 
receives 75 per cent in ex- 
emptions. 

This discrimination in tax 
incentives is quite under- 
standable and the develop- 
ment goals behind it are 
reasonable. However, tins 
is only one step in the right 
direction, and not more, 
because: 

While the law has provi- 
sions for attracting inves- 
tors to regions A, B, and C, 
these provisions remain in- 
adequate and will not 
achieve miracles because 
investors in these areas are 
faced with a lack of infras- 
tructure that translates to a 
higher cost of doing busi- 
ness. If this cost greatly 
outweighs the gain from the 
exemptions, especially in 
the very first years when 
production and profits are 
low, there will be no de- 
velopment in the neglected 


areas of Jordan. Therefore, 
if we truly aspire to attract 
investors to these regions 
we should also direct oar 
infrastructure expenditures 
accordingly. For example,' 
the hardship of commuting 
from Amman to Karak vis- 
a-vis commuting from Am- 
man to Iibid is one reason 
why the former is less de- 
veloped than the latter. The 
■twenty miles or so from 
Qatranah to Karak have 
claimed many lives, ruined 
many a good car and pre- 
vented many investments, 
big and small, from enter- 
ing the Karak region. In 
other words, a single law 
simply does not cut it for 
the underdeveloped south. 
However, a comprehensive 
development plan would do 
wonders, especially if it 
were to focus on neglected 
long-term agendas instead 
of flashy short-term monu- 
ments that drain resources 
and benefit only the few. 
The present transportation 
system has made a mess of 
the regional distribution in 
the country and imposed 
extreme pressures on the 
capital Amman. A railway 
system that connects the 
south with the north will 
reduce pressure on the de- 
mand for services in Am- 
man and cause land prices 
in Amman to fail from their 
exorbitant present levels. 
Consequently, the prices of 
land located outside Am- 
man will increase. As more 
people opt to stay in Irbid 
or Karak instead of moving 
to the capital, where con- 
gestion and pollution are 
heaviest, their incomes, 
saving and investment will 
address their own regional 
needs instead of those of 
Amman. Furthermore, to 
encourage the flow of 
labour to these areas from 
other areas of Jordan, 
labourers who work in tax- 
exempted projects must 
also receive some tax ex- 
emptions themselves to 
compensate for the 
hardship and to encourage 
the dispersion of skills to 
the remote underdeveloped 
regions of Jordan. Thus, 
instead of only sending 
second-raters to these re- 
gions, the best may com- 
pete to reap these benefits. 

The law should discrimin- 
ate in favour of manufactur- 
ing industries because it is 
they, and not tourism, that 
bring the hope of develop- 
ment for Jordan. In otter 
words, hotels can get cus- 
tom duty exemptions on 
their furniture and mate- 
rials renewals every- seven 
years while the industrial 


sector only gets the base 
exemptions. Hence, the law 
is inadvertently biased to- 
wards tourism and services. 
This lack of foresight as to 
what best develops Jordan 
and the insensitivity of the 
authors of the law to the 
industrial sector can over- 
encourage investments in 
tourism by diverting invest- 
ment funds from manufac- 
turing. I, among many eco- 
nomists, believe that invest- 
ments in manufacturing 
lead to faster and greater 
development of the eco- 
nomy. Give manufacturing 
and information industries 
more breaks than other in- 
dustries or at least give all 
sectors equal treatment 
under the investment law. 

2. Article 13 creates an 
independent organisation 
whose purpose is to encour- 
age tbe creation of an in- 
vestment friendly climate in 
Jordan. This organisation is 
the Investment Encourage- 
ment Corporation, which 
operates independently 
from the government in 
terms of financial and legal 
affairs. One of its duties is 
to decrease the amount of r 
red tape that has plagued 
our bureaucratic climate. 
This is a great corporation 
and upon via ting h I was 
especially impressed with 
the integrity of ail the em- 
ployees in it. 

3. Article 14C creates an 
investment window which 
takes over the bee using of 
investment projects for in- 
vestors and obtains for 
them the various official 
stamps of approval in 
accordance with the general 
laws and by laws of Jordan. 

'This is an excellent and 
especially wonderful idea: 

It saves investors' time 
and money from being 
wasted in tbe pursuit of 
endless forms among the 
randomly scattered build- 
ings of various government : 
corporations. This saving 
can be belter spent on the j 
production of goods and 
services in Jordan to create, 
greater multipliers and a 
larger GDP. 

It alleviates most of the 
uncertainty generated by 
governmental red tape, 
thereby making Jordan 
effectively a more stable 
and attractive country to 
invest in. 

It is also a focal source of 
information that can be 
used for negotiation and 
data gathering as Jordan 
becomes a member of 
WTO, m addition to pro- 
viding a fast, efficient ser- 
vice to investors. This win- 
dow is a winner, it has a 


view, lefs not lose' It. 

4. Article 24 allows non- 
Jordanian investors to folly 
own and operate their in- 
vestments in Jordan accord-' 
fog to a forthcoming by- 
law. Also, there is to be no 
discrimination against fore- 
ign investors unless where 
specified in the by-law and 
the investor has full free- 
dom in the hiring of person- 
nel. Furthermore, by allow- 
ing foreign investors such 
freedom and equitable 
treatment we are encourag- 
ing our domestic labour the 
management to meet the 
challenge and improve, 
which is the only way to 
develop. Protectionism 
helps the weak become 
weaker and if Jordan is to 
become strong in terms of 
productive and managerial 
skills, then learning by 
doing is the way. Article 24 
brings Jordan closer to the 
WTO reqtrireraents which 
as a tree-market, free-trade 
economist I am totally for. 

5. Article 25 forbids the 
government to confiscate 
property unless it is fo the 
public interest. While the 
article does not say any- 
thing about domestic inves- 
tors, foreign investors re- 
ceive fair compensation in 
convertible currency. This 
article assures foreign in- 
vestors of stability and re- 


duces the perceived and 
actnai risk to foreigners 
who invest fo Jordan. 

6. Articles 30 and 31 
allow foreign investors and 
employees to withdraw 
their funds and earnings 
from Jordan at wflL This is 
a fair condition. People 
around the worid should be 
allowed to dispose of their 
property fo any way they 
see fit. If Jordan wants in- 
vestors to spend their pro- 
fits here rather than at 
home, then give them the 
incentive to do so. Besides, 
countries that turn to piracy 
lose the trust of the world 
and bring destruction upon 
their long-term growth 
prospects. Again, Jordan is 
on the right track here. 

7. Article 32 and 33 dis- 
cuss the procedures for set- 
tling disputes for both Ara- 
bic and non-Arabic inves- 
tors fo Jordan. Article 34 
allows investors to borrow 
against their assets. 

Overall the draft law is 
transparent and fair to all 
investors. The law recog- 
nises copy, patent, and in- 
tellectual property rights 
which I am sure is one way 
to assure quality improve- 
ment in Jordan. With tbe 
inclusion of the above men- 
tioned improvements, I do 
dunk this law, when passed, 
will benefit Jordan. 


LETTERS 

2 points of order 

To the Editor: 

1. THE VER Y idea of hove public address systems at 
any airport is to help passengers. But when the 
announcements are made, as it is done at Queen Alia 
International Airport these days, without any clarity, 
no one could understand anything, whether the 
announcer is calling a fright to London or to Rome (or 
any other place for that matter)..It is time someone 
did something about this situation. 

2. "We do have enough traffic jams in Jabal Amman 
these days that we can do without maintenance teams 
blocking off one lane within the main tunnel connect- 
ing the Ministry of Interior Circle with the Third 
Circle at mid-morning peak hours to “clean” the 
fluorescent lamps. Can’t such work be done at night 
without adding to the troubles of the thousands of 
motorists who use the tunnel at peak hours? 

A citizen 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from 
its readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters 
intended for publication, however , should contain the 
writer's full name and preferably address as well. Names 
can be withheld only upon request and under special 
circumstances. Letters are subject to editing. The newspapr 
er is not responsible for the returnof unused manuscripts. 


It Occurred To 
Me..... 

By Ali Kassay 

One in 
the eye 
for 
Adam 
Smith 

Not so long ago, in the 
course of a general con- 
versation with a senior 
executive in a leading 
Jordanian, enterprise, I. 
asked him who was in 
charge of public relations 
in his corporation. After 
a brief hesitation, he 
explained to me that 
marketing was entrusted 
to a Mr. so and so. When 
I reminded him that my 
question concerned the 
PR manager, and added 
that listing the identities 
and positions of other 
members of the senior 
staff, though interesting, 
would not be an adequate 
reply. my friend, 
scratched his head, con- 
templated the situation 
awhile, and confessed 
that be was not sure these 
was one. 

Fortunately, my ques- 
tion was of purely acade- 
mic interest. Had I need- 
ed the services of tbe 
company's public refa- 
tioos officer I might have 
come unstuck, as does 
everyone in Jordan who 
needs the services of an 
institution, public or pri- 
vate, unless be happens 
to have a personal friend 
or relation among the top 
brass of that institution. 

Upon reflection, how- 
ever, the company in 
question has no business 
employing a public rela- 
tions officer. To be snrt, 
it deals with hundreds of 
clients on a daily basis: 
Therefore, one would 
• have imagined that it 
•would have' a vested" 
'interest in attracting 
clients and keeping them 
happy by offering them 
services superior to those 
of the competition. One 
would assume farther 
that such a business 
would be very keen to 
inform tbe clients of the 
services offered to them, 
and to deal with any 
complaints that may 
arise, hence the need for 
a public relations depart- 
ment. In making these 
assumptions one would 
be refreshingly opfr 
nristic. •' ■ 

Most goods and ser 
vices in the country . are 
offered either by monop- 
olies, public or private, 
or by cartels. Private 
monopolies secure their 
control over the business 
either by an administra- 
tive decision, the sagaci- 
ty of which is never 
explained, or by exhaus- 
tive conditions imposed 
on any who contemplate 
entry into the market, 
which are guaranteed to 
chase away anyone with 
more than room-temper- 
ature IQ. Naturally, both 
types of institutions 
guard their monopolies 
jealously, . perhaps 
because it gives tbeir 
employees the oppartur 
nity to feel self-righteous 
for having so much work, 
to complain about ratter 
than do. As for cartel^ 
they have long since dis- 
covered that they do not 
need to compete among 
themselves. As if by 
common accord, ' they 
maintain the lowest level 
of performance t hat 
gives faintest semblance 

, an enterprise, and 
leave it at that. 

So what about compe- 
uuod? What about the 
invisible hand which, 
according to Adam 

kS th «Jf gu,atfisthemar - 

*? l j Wh ar about the free 
according • 
jJ official discourses, 
JfS; ls encouraging fo 

lls ec onomy? 
t™ that the- 

SSL k* nwAet-h- 

understood to mean, 
letfimlv/ s _ 0me °ne and- 

yo ^ r 

smoke fo Smilh * ^ 
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Mubarak pledges prosecution 
il given proof of PoW killings 

TFT. aviv /* . „ O 


encies) — 


TEL AVIV v . 

^yptiito President Hosni 

SnK?^ ^J 11 80 hiterview 
published Tuesday that 
Sgypt was prepared to m- 

Pan soldiers killed Israeli 
pnMners of war (PoWs). 

with 


wve the situation. We do not 
™*nt problems between us." 
Mr. Mubarak told Ma&nv. 


tiie ease of the massacre of 
Egyptian prisoner? of war by 

u, u , feadis during the 1956 and 

Mr. Mubarak rased the 19*7 wars ro it can btuig to 
egyppan press of manning account those resnonshle for 
the feeling* of the pubBc. 


If someone provides us 


n evidence, we win in- 
vestigate. If there is a need to 
prosecute, wc shall punish 
those responsible ,* r Mr 
Mubarak told the Israeli 
newspaper Maariv. 

Mr. Mubarak spoke to 
Maanv at hi$ summer resi- 
dence m Alexandria on Mon- 
day, just hours before Israel’s 
attorney general, Michael 
Ben-Yair, announced that 
Israeli law did not permit the 
prosecution of Israeli veter- 
ans accused of tilling Egyp- 
tian prisoners in thel956and 
1967 Middle East wars. 

Israel’s criminal laws do 
not allow murder charges to 
be filed more than 20 years 
after the alleged crime was 
committed, Mr. Ben-Yair 
said. Israel has no war crimes 
law. 

Mr. Mubarak said the dis- 
closures in Israel that Israeli 
soldiers had killed Egyptian 
PoWs in the 1956 and 1967 
wars threatened to cause 
problems in the relations be- 
tween the two countries, and 
’that he did not want this. 

He called on the Israeli 
government to launch in in- 
quiry in order to end the 
ouray in Egypt. 

“Why are you waiting 
there in Israel? We wish to 


■The press has inflated the 
matter and now four articles 
we written about h every 
day. There are attacks on me 
and people are asking, ‘why 
we are (sflent?*" 

He* promised that Egypt 
would continue to allow sew? 
ches for the bodies of Israel] 
soldier* missing since the 
1973 war. “We have not stop- 
ped, nor win we stop, this 
humanitarian activity.* 

The killing* of prisoner* 
became an issue when, after 
decades of censorship, re- 
ports of wartime atrocities 
surfaced in Israel earlier tins 
month. 

A retired Israeli general 
admitted that in 1956 he shot 
and killed 49 Egyptian sol- ‘ 
dins because betted not have 
enough men to guard them. 
Several veterans then ram#; 
forward with accounts of 
PoW kilting* by Israeli sol- 
dier*. 

Historians said such acts 
occurred in all of the Arab- 
Israeli wars, although the 
scope of the killing* remains 
undear. 

Israeli historians have since 
said that there were also re- 
ciprocal incidents in which 
Egyptian soldiers titled hun- 
dreds of Israeli prisoners. 

“Egypt is waiting for a fair 
and honest investigation iq 


aocoptu riiose responsible for 
these massacres,” Mr, 
Mubarak's adviser Osama A1 
Bax, told a youth rally hi 
Alexandria. 

“The Israeli government 
has not carried out an fovea* 
-tigtion aboutthi* ytt/'hc 

Israeli mi l i t ar y historian 

Ary eh Yitahakl said he be- 
lieved 1.000 Egyptians were 
tilled by Israeli soldiers in 
die 196/ Mkieast war after 
they had already surren- 
dered. Mr. Ytaji&ki said 
there were aho reciprocal in- 
cktems in wUcbiigyptian sol- 
dta* killed Israeli prisoners. 

Egyptian newspapers have 
beep much more outspoken 
than the government, car- 
rying reports on killing* of 
Egyptian prisoners. Human 
rights groups and opposition 
parties also joined the fray, 

“War crimes are covered 
by international agreement* 
and they don't just fail off 
with time,” raid Hjsham 
Mubarak, bead of the private 
Centre for Human Rights 
and Legal Aid. ‘The Israeli 
judge’s opinion will not dose 
the doer in this case." 

Opposition groups have 
called for the expulsion of 
Israel** ambassador to Egypt 
and a ban on visits by the 
Israeli prime minister. The 
two countries made peace In 
1979. 


PKK says it attacked Iraqi Kurds 
to lure Turks into northern Iraq 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Kur- 
dish militants fighting for a. 
homeland in southeastern 
Turkey attacked rival Kmds 
in northern Iraq last weekend 
in a bid to hire the Turkish 
army across the border, the 
militants’ leader was quoted 
Tuesday as saying. 

Abdullah Oca lan, leader of 
the Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK), said his guerrillas 
were also trying to wreck a 
U.S. -sponsored truce 
reached earlier tips month, 
between the Kurdish Demo- 
cratic Party (KDP) and the 
rival Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan. 

“We want to drag them 
(the Turkish forces) into 
northern Iraq in order to 
destroy them there," Mr. 
Ocalan said in an interview 
with the London-based A1 
Hayat newspaper. 

The KDP, led by Masoud 
Barzani, reported Sunday 
that PKK fighters attacked its 
bases in the Kurdish enclave 
in northern Iraq, causing 
’'considerable casualties." 
The KDP said the attacks 
were contained after severe 
fighting. 

This year, the Turkish 
■ army has launched a series of 
incursions into northern Iraq 
aimed at PKK bases there. 


including a major offensive in 
July involving around 30,000 
troops. 

Ankara has since secured a 
deal with the KDP and PUK 
to keep PKK men out of the 
area. 

Mr. Ocalan called on the 
KDP and the PUK, led by 
Jalal Tala bam, to “rip np" a 
security deal with Ankara 
under which the two Iraqi 
Kurdish groups guarantee 
Turkey’s southern border by 
: keeping PKK guerrillas out 
of northern Iraq. 

Mr. Ocalan’* rebels- have 
been waging their separata! 
campaign smee 1984. More 
than 16,000 people have been 
•killed in the struggle. 

An Iraqi umbrella group on 
Monday condemned the 
PKK for attacking Iraqi Kur- 
dish positions and said the 
rebels were trying to torpedo 
the peace deal between the 
KDP and PUK. 

“It is clear that these 
attacks are an attempt to 
threaten the- Drogheda peace 
agreement between the KDP 
and PUK...” said the Iraqi 
National Congress (INC) in a 
statement from London. 

Earlier this month, the 
KDP and PUK met in Ireland 
for U.S. -sponsored talks 
aimed at ending a year of 


bloody clashes. 

The rival groups agreed to 
a temporary ceasefire and are 
expected to meet again to 
discuss resolving two key 
issues — control of the main 
city of Erlnl and revenues 
from traffic across the Iraqi- 
Turkish border. 

The PKK has bases in 
northern Iraq and it must 
cross KDP territory to enter 
Turkey. The two groups havp 
often been at odds, and the 
KDP has been trying to work 
out a deal whereby Turkey 
will fund rebufldmg border 
villages in exchange for the 
KDP patrolling the area and 
"blocking the PKK. 

“The INC seeks an end to 
the use of Iraqi territory as a 
base from which military acti- 
vities against Iraq’s neigh- 
bours are carried out...” the 
INC said. 

- The Iraqi Kurds are pro- 
tected from Baghdad by a 
Western allied force based in 
southern Turkey since the 
end of the 1991 Gulf war. 

Turkey, arguing the PKK 
is beoeGttingfrom the power 
vacuum in northern Iraq ex- 
acerbated by fighting be- 
tween the two Iraqi Kurdish 
groups, has encouraged the 
rivals to end their clashes. 


Egypt deescalates war of words over Iraq 


(Continued from page X) 

that they did not want ties 
with Egypt to be strained. 
They said they detected an 
undue in Egypt ovqt the 
high profile role that Jordan 
assumed In the region after 
signing peace with Israel and 
the international attention 
on Amman following die re- 
cent defection by Huoiein 
Kamel Hassan, Iraq's former 
minister of industry and a 
KOft>ta*law of Saddam- 
Hwwiu, 

The At Ra’i correspondent 
quoted the Egyptian political 
source as saying that reports 
about “conflicting vjew*“ 
between the two govern- 
ments were “baseless, ■* 

“The difference in view- 
points on certain subject* 
does not Imply that there is a 
political- crisis between 
Amman and Cairo,.., (and) co- 
ordination between them is 
continuing the source was 
quoted as saying. 

The source dissociated the 
Cairo govern mem from the 
attacks against Jordan ap- 
pearing in the govarnment- 
owned M well a* state -con- 
trolled pres*. “The views ex- 
pressed by such writers on 
developments in Iraq are per- 
sonal view* and analyses, 
which reflect the opinion of 
the writers and do not repre- 
sent an official government 
position." asjerred the 
source. 

The source was also quoted 
as dismissing “report* circu- 
lated by some political cir- 
cles" that a crisis was immi- 


nent in Jordan bn- Egypti an 
relations, "which are based 
on firm principles^ 

“Both countries shoulder 
the same responsibility to- 
wards the region, the current 
Arab situation, and higher. 
Arab interests ” said the 
source, also noting efforts 
made by the leaderships of 
Jordan and E^pt to clear the 
Arab atmosphere, ensure re- 
gional stability and advance 
the Mlcfetie East pence pro- 
cess. 

According to the source. 
Jordan and Egypt also have 
the same position vis-a-vis 
Iraq and the need to alleviate 
the suffering of the Iraqi 
people. “Both recognise 
that the future of the Iraqi 
-people is an internal issue 
that concerns the Iraqi peo- 
ple, who have to determine it 
ttemsetfee*.~4aid dm source. 
Cairo and Amman also 
"share the view that Iraq 
should observe all the United 
Nations Security Council 
resolutions and they also re- 
ject any plan to restructure 
the region in accordance 
with external visions or 
scenarios." 

The source described as 
positive the outcome of the 
recent visit to Amman by 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa and die talks King 
Hussein, Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti held with 
him. 

“The visit achieved its ob- 
jectives. in terms of relaying 


and explaining the view- 
point of each other towards 
the developments in Iraq as 
well as preparations for" the 
Middle East and North Africa 
economic summit to be bdd 
in Amman in October, ac- 
cording to the source. 

Noting that Egypt had also 
set up a ministerial commit- 
tee to expand economic co- 
operation, the source told 
the A1 Ra’i correspondent 
that "both Jordan and Egypt 
share the view that economic 
cooperation is contingent 
on a just and lasting peace 
and stability in the region 
and regional economic 
cooperation aims at paving 
the ground for a just and 
lasting peace." 

The pointed comments ob- 
viously reflected an 
Egyptian desire not to let the 
war of words get out of hand 
as it did in the wake of the 
differing positions adopted 
by Jordan and Egypt on how 
to end the 1990-91 Gulf 
crisis. 

The source's comment on 
the MENA summit and eco- 
nomic cooperation was par- 
ticularly interesting since it 
signalled a shift from the 
criticism levelled by 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak against the sum- 
mit’s agenda last month, 
leaving open the possibility 
that he might not attend the 
conference. 

Arab and foreign observers 
noted that throughout recent 
history the media in Arab 
countries - most of them 


closely controlled by the 
regime either through direct 
ownership or through tight 
censorship - have always re- 
sorted to launching attacks 
against other Arab countries 
whenever it suited their in- 
terests. 

“It has been very unfortu- 
nate that the press is being 
used 10 serve political inter- 
ests at the whims and fancies 
of the state," the editor of 
Egypt’s respected Rose Al 
Yousef magazine said in an 
interview shortly after the 
Gulf crisis. He was referring 
to continued attacks against 
Jordan in the Egyptian media 
even after the end of the war 
over Kuwait. 

Meanwhile, the Cairo- 
based Arab League, headed, 
by Esmat Abdul Meguid, a 
former Egyptian foreign 
minister, said Iraq had not 
lodged any protest or 
complaint against Jordan 
that the Kingdom was 
interfering in internal Iraqi 
affairs. 

An Arab League source 
quoted by Al Ra’i rejected as 
baseless a report in a 
Jordanian newspaper that 
Baghdad had filed such a 
eomplaim to the league. 

The source, who was also 
not identified, said no such 
item was on the agenda of 
the forthcoming session of 
the Arab League Council of 
Foreign Ministers and that 
no Arab country had asked 
the league's secretariat to in- 
clude any new items in the 
agenda. 


Campaign started with King’s speech to the nation 

(CoBtfawed front page 1) 


Hussein’s support for him 
have obviously placed Jordan 
oi foe centre of efforts to 
shape the future of Iraq, 
especially after (lie general 
announced during a press 
conference at the Royal 
Court that he plans to over- 
throw Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, who initially dis- 
tanced himself from the 
whole affair,, broke his si- 
tence in remarks to the press 
after JCipg Hussein made his 
nationwide speech on 
Wednesday. 

“I have heard King Hus- 
sein's speech, and it was a 
brave speech, but what is the 
motive behind it?” asked 
President Mubarak stressing 
that “(he) still (does) not 
know... and will not know 


these intentions until (he) 
meets with King Hussein... 
when the circumstances allow 
for (a meeting).” 

Informed sources say that 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa rushed to Jordan 
to be briefed on Jordan’s 
plans and how it will deal 
with the developments in 
Iraq, but that “not ranch was 
revealed” by Jordan, thus 
escalating the sense of frus- 
tration of the Egyptian lead- 
ership. 

Mr. Musa, in remarks to. 
the press during his brief visit 
here, stressed T tbe necessity 
of coordination and con- 
tinued dialogue between the 
two countries at this impor- 
tant time.” 

Analysts believe that Presi- 
dent Mubarak's offer to grant 
President Saddam asylum 
and his comments rejecting 
interference in other state’s 


Strikes on Serbs imminent 

(Continued from page 1) 


peace talks, promised to 
avenge Monday's massacre. 
“As far as the killers are 
concerned, my message to 
them is wc shall strike tick... 
and very soon too,” be said. 
Amid an international out- 
cry over the slaughter, the 
last batch of U.N. 
peacekeepers withdrew on 


Monday from the exposed 
Muslim endave of Gorazde, 
a day earlier than scheduled. 

Their safe passage to Ser- 
bia, without hi nd ra n ce from 
Bosnian Serb forces who sur- 
round Gorazde, extracted 77 
British, four Norwegian and 
two Ukrainian soldiers from 
a zone where the U.N. most 
risked renewd hostage-taking 
by Serbs. 


Pandora’s box opened 
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(Continued from page 12) 

calling for an urgent session 
of Parliament but “we de- 
mand the opening of the file 
of university education.” 

A petition signed by 40 
deputies earlier this week cal- 
led for convening an urgent 
session to discuss the issue 
“since the right to education 
is a basic right. 

Lawmakers contended that 
universities could acoept dou- 
ble the number they admit at 
present, addin g mar coun- 
tries mud) poorer than Jor- 
dan provide jail their t&wjihi 
graduates with university 
seats. 

For a solution of the prob- 
lem, other educators called 
for allowing study by corres- 
pondance or evening shift 
programmes* especially since 
studying abroad is very ex- 
pensive. 

But others said they 
thought the denial of many 
students the right to higher 
education was deliberate. 

They charged the practice 
was part of a policy aimed ax 
reducing the number of edu- 
cated persons in order to 
push them into unskilled 
labour to fill the market 


needs. 

“The go vernment finally 
aims at replacing foreign 
workers with Jordanians . 
through adopting these 
means,” said one writer who 
preferred not to be named. 

In the radio call-in prog- 
ramme, Dr. Saoud said that it 
was not possible to accept 
more than 15.000 students in 
Jordanian universities. 

“Some would be accepted 
in colleges, others might 
choose vocational training 
while a third category might 
opt to work immediately af- 
ter leaving school,” he said. 

Dr. Saoud said that the 
number of students entitled 
to royal endowment reached 
only 1,000 students, and that 
students from other countries 
totalled 1 , 000 . 

He said that not everybody 
needed a university degree to 
progress in society, and enri- 
ched what many describe as 
the obsession with .university 
education to a social com- 
plex. 

“We have tins university 
certificate complex in our 
society while employment 
chances might be available 
for college graduates,” said 
Dr. Saoud. 


‘U.N. obliged to end sanctions’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

Gen. Hassan said mean- 
while his words against Mr. 
Ekeus had been aired out of 
context on Baghdad televi- 
sion as part of a campaign to 
discredit him. 

“I challenged them ro ait 
the whole of the meeting 
because the part that was 
broadcast has no value unless 
it is run in context and with 
all the discussions: that took 
place” in the ruling Revolur 
tion ary Command Council 
(RCCjf, he said. 

Gen. Hassan also told AFP 
that only President Saddam, 
his father-in-law, was allowed 
to listen to the tapes of such 
meetings. 

Iraqi state television on 
Monday aired extracts from 
an RCC me e ting at which 
Gen. Hassasn proposed stir- 
ing problems with UNSCOM 
“to prove that Rolf Ekeus is 
not an honest man.” 

Talks on missing 

Kuwaiti and Iraqi exp erts 
will meet again oh Wedne*-" 
day to probe tire fate of peo- 
ple missing since Iraq’s 1990- 
91 occupation following 
several hours of discussions 
on Tuesday, a Kuwaiti offi- 
cial said. 

“We will meet again 
tomorrow. That is all I can 


say.” Duaij Al Ana, spokes- 
man of Kuwait’s national 
committee for the missing 
and prisoners of war, said by 
telephone after the talks in a 
demilitarised zone set up af- 
ter the 1991 Gulf war. 

Mr. Anzi was one of the 
Kuwaiti delegates at Tues- 
day’s meeting, the latest in a 
series of a technical working 
group of a Geneva-based 
commission investigating the 
Gulf- war missing issue. 

The 32-nation U.N. Iraq- 
Knwait Observer Mission, 
which patrols the 15- 
kUometre-wide demilitarised 
strip, provided accommoda- 
tion and security for the 
talks, which were chaired by 
the International Committee 
of the Red Cross. 

Kuwait had said that at the 
meeting it wants to hear 
Iraq's answers to files pre- 
pared by the Gulf state about 
. the cases of 116 people who 
went missing during Iraq’s 
1990-91 occupation. 

The 116 are among 600 
Kuwaitis and nationals from 
other.- countries said by 

- Kuwait to have disappeared 
-during the seven-month 
occupation and the six-week 
war that ended it. 

- Kuwait and the United 
States say a full accounting 

‘for the 600 is one of several 


conditions Iraq must meet 
before the U.N. sanctions 
can be lifted. 

Iraq has said it released all 
those it captured during the 
occupation, but has promised 
to investigate the issue furth- 
er. 

Representatives from 
Kuwait’s main Gulf war 
allies, the United States, Bri- 
tain, France and Saudi Ara- 
bia, also took part in the 
meeting, diplomats said. 
These nations say several 
dozen of their citizens are 
missing. 

In Vienna, the Internation- 
al Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) said Iraq planned to 
use fuel from two atomic 
research reactors in a short- 
cut route to build a nuclear 
bomb and the programme 
was only halted by allied air 
raids during the Gulf war. 

It also said the Iraqis bad 
considered testing die device 
by deploying it against an 
enemy. 

Professor Maumio Zif- 
ferero of the IAEA said de- 
tails provided by the Iraqi 
government during a U-N. 
nip to Baghdad mb month 
came as a surprise. . 

“We believed before that 
the Iraqis were years away 
from obtaining sufficient 
weapons-grade uranium,” 
Mr. Zifierero told Reuters in 
an interview. 


interna] affairs only mimtfi-cf 
bow far die Egyptian leader 
has gone to regain the role be 
perceived to nave lost after 
tire defection. 

In explaining the degree of 
the president's alienation 
officials sight as evidence the 
U.S.’s new indifferent atti- 
tude towards Egypt, even af- 
ter the latter joined the U.S.- 
led coalition that evicted die 
Iraqi army from Kuwait in 
February 1991. Egypt was 
rewarded financially, but not 
poetically, they say. 

In its quest for political 
leadership in the region to 
counter a possible Israeli 
dominance, Egypt this year 
fought strongly against ex- 
cluding Israel from signing 
the nudear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. But its battle was not 
met with e nthu siasm from 
other parties, leading to more 
isolation of Egypt, says an 
analyst. 

Furthermore, Egypt can- 
not compete with Israel in 
being a power in a new re- 
gional order which is based 
on economic considerations 
rather than ideological ones. 

Jordanian pditirians say 
that out of all countries, 
Egypt should be the last to 
talk about pan-Arabism and 1 
non-interference in echos' 
affairs when they were “so 
eager to isolate Iraq during 
the Gulf crisis,” a weu-placea 
politician said. 

“Who was the first to call 
for ousting Saddam during 
the Gulf war and fought 
against Iraq?” asked the 
politician- 

“I wonder why the (Egyp- 


support an American posi- 
tion, as happened during the 
Golf war, and then gets angry 
if we do contemplate sup- 
porting the U.S.,’ ( said Mr. 
M&saiweh in his column. 

He went on to say that 
President Mubarak was the 
one who gave Arabs die legi- 
timacy for U.S. forces to fight 
another Arab country. 

While Jordanian-Egyptian 
relations have recently wit- 
nessed considerable improve- 
ment that followed a period 
of strain raosed by the diffc- 
■ rent stances tile two countries 
assumed dtirmg the 'Gulf cri- 
sis, the two ‘-countries’ ties 
remained generally coed. 

Nevertheless, politicians 
say that past tensions be- 
tween Amman and Cairo 
should not account for 
Egypt’s present campaign 
against the Kingdom’s posi- 
tion vis-a-vis Iraq, especially 
when King Hussein, “played 
a major role in rehabilitating 
Egypt and getting it bade to 
the Arab arena after Camp 
David,” said an analyst. 

Also, officials $ay that the 
King, in his speech last week, 
reiterated his support for the 
Iraqi people ana his concern 
for their well-being and did 
not signal a shift or policy in 
Jordanian- Iraqi relations that 
explains Egypt’s extreme 
reaction. “This has been the 
King’s policy since day one of 
the Gulf crisis,” said one 
official. 

“The King did not con- 
demn Saddam in person. All 
he (fid was reinforce his call 
for democracy in Iraq to ful- 
fill his prime objective, which 
is lifting tbe sanctions against 
that country,” he said. 


Summit plans ‘fine-tuned’ 

(Con tinu e d from page I) 


has rendered more favour- 
able the investment environ- 
ment in the area. 

Mr. Schwab brushed aside 
accusations that the Casab- 
lanca summit was merely a 
media affair that did nothing 
to improve the economic 
situation in the region. 

“Casablanca crystallised 
that tbe peace process is not 
only a matter of politics but 
also economics,” said Mr. 
Schwab. 

He said that Casablanca 
confirmed that tbe Middle 
East and North Africa are a 
region, adding that a number 
of large projects materialised 
from the summit. 

Tbe WEF president said 
that the Amman summit will 
help accelerate tine process of 
regional integration. 

Mr. Schwab said he hoped 
.that proposed Middle East 
development bank would be 


launched at the summit, 
adding that importance of the 
bank lies in the indication 
that a fresh capital is being 
c»mmitted to the develop- 
ment of the region at favour- 
able conditions. 

The WEF official rejected 
charges that tbe participation 
fees for the summit are high, 
discouraging small-size 
businesses. He said more par- 
ticipants than Amman can 
lopistically handle have ap- 
plied to participate. 

He said that Jordanian 
business community has been 
exempted from paying the 
contribution fees in return for 
arranging a number of activi- 
ties for participants at the 
summit. 

Tbe World Economic 
Forum is a non-profit orga- 
nisation financed by mem- 
bership fees and cost con- 
tributions from participants 
in economic events it orga- 
nises in different regions of 
foe world. 


Kaddoumi 
meets with 

colleagues} 
leaves for 
Syria today 

By si Jordan Time Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Farouk Kad- 
doumi, head of the Palestine 

Liberation Organisation*! 
(PLO) Political Departnuffli, 
met here on Tuesday 
several other members of the 
PLO Executive Committee 
who, like himself, have ten 
staying away from official 
meetings in protest against 
tbe Israel-PLO self-rule d e a l. 
Palestinian sources said. 

“It was not a formal meet- 
ing, but several PLO Execu- 
tive Committee members met 
with Mr. Kaddoumi and dis- 
cussed the course of the 
Palestinian cause,” said one 
source. None of the sources 
who confirmed the meeting 
would reveal who from 
among the dissiden t PLO ex- 
ecutives met with Mr. Kad- 
doumi. 

Several PLO executives 
live in Jordan, Among them 
are independent Abdullah 
Hourani, Abdul Rahim Mal- 
louh of tbe Papular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
and Tayseer Khafid of the 
Democratic Front for foe Li- 
beration of Palestine — all of 
them avowed critics of the 
Israel-PLO self-rule agree- 
ment signed in September 
1993. Mahmoud Darwish, a 
renowned Palestinian poet 
and a member of the PLO 
Executive Committee, was 
also believed to be in Jordan 
on Tuesday. 

“The meetings were not 
designed at arriving at any 
decisions, but were a review 
of the latest developments in 
the Israel-PLO negotiations 
as well as events in me region 
that have an impact on the 
Palestinian question,” said 
foe source. 

That appeared to be a re- 
ference to tbe recent defec- 
tion to Jordan of a high- 
ranking Iraqi official. 

Mr. Kaddoumi is a fre- 
quent visitor to Iraq, also a 
strong critic of the Israel- 
PLO agreements. It was pot 
immediately <3far how' Mr. 
'Kaddoumi ■Vifcwed foe Refec- 
tion or 'Whether he bad 
sought a meeting with the 
defector, Lieutenant-General 
Hussein Kamel Hassan, who 
has been given asylum in 
Jordan. 

Omar Khatib, the Palesti- 
nian ambassador to Jordan, 
said Mr. Kaddoumi had no 
“official engagements” on 
Tuesday and was scheduled 
to leave for Damascus, Syria, 
on Wednesday. 

An expected meeting with 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariii had not 
materialised until late Tues- 
day “because foe foreign 
minister is extremely busy,” 
Mr. Khatib told the Jordan 
Times. He said there was a 
possibility that the meeting 
would take place before Mr. 
Kaddoumi ’s departure. 

Mr. Kaddoumi, who con- 
tinues to be based in Tunis 
despite the move to Gaza in 
July 1994 by PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat to launch self- 
rule in parts of the Palesti- 
nian territories, arrived here 
late Monday. 

The head of the PLO’s 
political department, effec- 
tively the foreign minister of 
the Palestinians, is an out- 
spoken critic of the self-rule 
accord. Mr. Kaddoumi and 
eight other PLO executives 
stayed away from an Execu- 
tive _ Committee meeting hi 
Tunis last month that en- 
dorsed a partial agreement 
that Mr. Arafat worked out 
with Israeli Forefan Minister 
Shimon Peres on Israeli rede- 
ployment in the West Bank. 

On the day the meeting 
was to start, Mr. Kaddoumi 
held a press conference in 
Amman and called for an 
immediate suspension of all 
Palestinian negotiations with 
Israel and demanded a “thor- 
ough and comprehensive 
assessment” of what the 
Palestinians had gained or 
lost so far m the negotiations. 

In Damascus, Mr. Kad- 
doumi is mmected to meet 
with Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Sharaa as well as 
representatives of a 10- 
faction Palestinian allia nce 
with has vowed to wreck foe 
Israel-PLO peace moves. 
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IMF turns more cautious about world economy 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
IMF has cut its forecast for 
growth in major industrial 
nations for this year and next 
as the economies of the Un- 
ited States, Japan and 
Europe have lagged, interna- 
tional monetary sources said 
Monday. 

The sources, who declined 
to be identified, said the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) now expects the 
Group of Seven (G-7) indust- 
rial nations to record growth 
of about 2.4 per cent in 1995 
and some 2.2 per cent in 
1996. 

In April, it forecast that 
the G-7 economies — Bri- 


tain, Canada, France, Ger- 
many, Italy, Japan and the 
United States — would ex- 
pand by 3.0 per cent this year 
and 2.6 per cent next. 

The biggest disappoint- 
ment has been Japan, where 
a long-simmering banking 
crisis and a super-strong yen 
earlier this year has 
threatened to drag the eco- 
nomy into recession. 

In a draft of its semi-annual 
World Economic Outlook to 
be formally released in about 
a month's time, the IMF- 
forecast that Japan's eco- 
nomy will grow by a mere 0.4 
per cent this year and 1.5 per 
cent next. 


But one source said that 
prediction may have to be 
updated to reflect the recent 
steep drop of the Japanese 
yen, which should help the 
country's exporters and but- 
tress the economy. 

In the draft report, the 
IMF once again urged Tokyo 
to cut interest rates ro help 
spur growth, the sources said. 

The Bank of Japan's pace- 
setting discount rate that it 
charges commercial banks for 
loans already stands at a re- 
cord low one per cent. But 
international monetary 
sources argued that real in- 
terest rates — after factoring 
out inflation — remain high 


in Japan because many prices 
, there are falling. 

The IMF has also lowered 
its forecast for U.S. economic 
growth this year, to 2.S per 
cent from the 3.2 per cent 
pace expected in April. But it 
raised its forecast for next 
year, to 2.1 per cent from 1.9, 
the sources said. 

As previously reported, 
the fund praised the Federal 
Reserve for cutting short- 
term interest rates last month 
for the first time in nearly 
three years. But it has coun- 
selled caution about further 
rate reductions as the U.S. 
economy rebounds from a 
second quarter slump in 


growth. 

“No more rate cuts are 
expected," one source said. 

In the draft World Econo- 
mic Outlook report, the IMF 
also cut economic growth 
forecasts for major European 
nations as the strong German 
mark and relatively high in- 
terest rates there have taken 
their toll on growth. 

It projected growth of 3.1 
per cent this year and 2.9 per 
cent for Germany, 3.0 per 
cent this year and 2.7 per cent 
next for both France and 
Italy, and 2.7 per cent and 2.8 
per cent, respectively, for 
Britain, sources said. 

The IMF has also turned 


more cautious about the eco- 
nomic outlook for the de- 
veloping countries and the 
nations of the former Soviet 
Bloc, the sources said. 

That partly reflects the 
economic crisis in Mexico this 
year, though the IMF expects 
the nation's economy , to re- 
.sume growing in 1906 after 
shrinking in 1995. 

It also reflects some con- 
cern at the fund about a 
slowdown in the pace of pri- 
vatisation and other econo- 
mic reforms in some eastern 
European countries, includ- 
ing a relaxation of budgetary 
discipline, one source added. 
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Japan to boost 
foreign aid by 7% 


TOKYO (R) — Japan, the 
world's top aid donor, is to 
set foreign aid spending at a 
ceding -of 593.2 billion yen 
($6.17 billion) in next year’s 
budget, an increase of seven 
per cent on last year's alloca- 
tion, foreign ministry officials 
said Tuesday. 

The ministry's requested 
increase in Japan’s official 
development assistance 
(ODA) for fiscal 1996/97 
compared with the 553.7 bil- 
lion yen ($5.76 billion) ear- 


marked for foreign aid spend- 
ing in the current fiscal year.' 

Last year, Japan set a ceD- 
; to limi t growth in the total 

)A budget, which includes 

foreign aid spending by the 
foreign ministry as well as 
other ministries, to 7.7 per 
cent for the current fiscal 
year. 

But severe fiscal conditions 
later forced the government 
to trim real budget growth to 
four per cent. 


OECD says high mark, wages 
risk to German recovery 


, BONN (R) — The strength 
of the mark and high wage 
deals earlier in the year could 
choke off recovery in the 
German economy, the Orga- 
nisation for Economic Coop- 
eration and Development 
(OECD) said Tuesday. 

“The main risk (to our 
forecast), operative from the 
second half of this year, is 
that the double blow of ex- 
change rate appreciation and 
high wage settlements could 
undermine competitiveness, 
profitability and business 
confidence to a greater de- 
gree than expected," the 
Paris-based think-tank for 
rich nations said in its annual 
report on Germany. 

The 25-nation OECD has 
predicted that Europe's 
powerhouse economy will 


grow by 2.9 per cent this year 
and 2.7 next year. 

“In contrast a reversal of 
rbe recent exchange rate 
appreciation could imply 
stronger activity, linked to 
better prospects for exports 
and enhanced investor confi- 
dence. but in this case infla- 
tion would tend to be high- 
er.” the report said. 

Inflation would stay 
around two per cent but the 
OECD said that unemploy- 
ment would not decline signi- 
ficantly in west Germany, 
however. 

“Recent adverse competi- 
tiveness shifts are likely to 
maintain the impetus towards 
rationalisation in manufac- 
turing."' it added. 

A further risk to the fore- 
cast is that people might save 


more than they are at present 
and, therefore, spend less. 

It said the main factors that 
had driven the recovery until 
now — housing and exports 
— might slow in the second 
half but business investment 
would take over. 

However, a strong rise in 
business investment expected 
in other major economies in 
the next couple of years 
might help cushion the effects 
of the strong mark on ex- 
ports. 

Private consumption, until 
now subdued by big tax in- 
creases. would pick up in 
1996. 

Eastern Germany would 
remain the fastest growing 
region in Europe, it said, 
aided by double-digit growth- 
in investment. 


Study: Best place to Gil 
your tank is Venezuela 

ROCHESTER, Wisconsin (AP) — Motorists in Caracas, 
Venezuela, get the cheapest gasoline while Tokyo drivers 
have to pay the most, says a study reaffirming that fuel is 
generally cheaper in countries where oil is a major 
mdnstry. 

Gasoline prices in major cities range from 12 cents a 
gallon (3 cents litre) in Caracas, Venezuela, to $5.67 a 
gallon ($1.49 a litre) In Tokyo, according to die study 
released this week by Rochester-based Rnnzhehner Inter- 
national. 

The consulting firm, which specialises in travel and living 
costs, studied gas prices in the second quarter of this year. 

After Tokyo, the cities topping the consulting firm's list 
for expenave gasoline were Oslo, Norway, with $4.86 per 
gallon (S1.28 per litre); Amsterdam, the Netherlands, with 
$4.85 ($1.27); Paris with $4.33 ($1.14) and Hong Kong with 
$4.3i ($1.13). 

Following Caracas for the cheapest gas were oil-nation 
cities of Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, with 61 cents per gallon (16 
cents per litre); Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, with 83 
cents (22 cents); Bogota, Colombia, with 88 cents (23 
cents) and Mexico City with $1.19 (31 cents). 


Mandela urges southern African economic integration 


KEMPTON PARK. South 
Africa (AP) — Southern 
African leaders strengthened 
regional cooperation Monday 
by signing agreements and 
welcoming a new partner, but 
the work of turning words 
into action lies ahead. 

The Indian Ocean island 
nation of Mauritius became 
the 12th member of the 
Southern African Develop- 
ment Community (SADC). 
Its prime minister Anerood 
Jugnauth said he shared the 
group's vision that poor, 
weak countries would find 
strength in unity. 

"There is no faster way for 
us to develop except to *pool 
our resources, our knowledge 
and our markets for the de- 
velopment of our econo- 
mies." Tanzania's President 


Ali Hassan Mwinyi said as 
the one-day SADC summit 
closed. 

South African President 
Nelson Mandela, whose 
country joined SADC last 
year, urged his colleagues to 
follow up on their pledges. 

“We owe it to ali the peo- 
ple's of the sub-continent to 
ensure that they see in us. not 
merely good leaders waxing 
lyrical* about development, 
but as the front commanders 
in the blast furnaces of 
labour, productive invest- 
ments and visible change." 
he said. 

The community signed 
agreements setting up struc- 
tures for sharing water and 
energy, key in a region prone 
to drought. 

But proposals to lower hur- 


dles to the free movement of 
people and money within the* 
region were still being discus- 
sed. Such issues raise delicate 
questions about national 
sovereignty. And countries 
within SADC wirh weaker 
economies than giants like 
South Africa fear their indus- 
tries would be swamped if 
they were to lower trade bar- 
riers. whatever the longterm 
benefits of increased financial 
cooperation. 

The leaders meet next year 
in Lesotho. 

SADC was celebrating its 
15th anniversary at the sum- 
mit held just outside Johan- 
nesburg. But in many ways, it 
just began when South Africa 
joined. 

SADC, with roots in the 
front line states that once 


rallied opposition to apar- 
theid in South Africa, could 
do little to promote develop- 
ment without the regions 
strongest economy. 

South Africa’s population 
of 40 million is nearly twice as 
large as that of Tanzania, the 
next most populous SADC 
member. The country’s gross 
national product was esti- 
mated at more than S91 bil- 


lion in 1991. compared to just 
over S6 billion for Zim- 
babwe. the next biggest eco- 
nomy. 

Host Mandela, Jugnauth of 
Mauritius and Mwinyi of 
Tanzania were joined at the 
summit by representatives of 
Angola. Botswana. Lesotho. 
Malawi, Mozambique, Nami- 
bia. Swaziland. Zambia and 
Zimbabwe. 


THE Daily Crossword by Diane C. Baldwin 


ACROSS 
1 — spumante 
5 Uses dippers 
10 Tentative guess 

14 Clinches 

15 Lace again 

16 Magnet end 

17 Simpleton 

18 Sam or Remus 

19 Golf bag item 

20 Is boss 

23 Court dividers 

24 Monster loch 

25 StaJJone role 
28 Sail supports 

31 Baseball 
manager, Felipe 

32 Winter formation 
34 Greek letter 

37 Be completely in 
charge 
40 Josh 

.41 On the agenda 

42 Double reed 

43 Light and thin 

44 Nest sounds 

45 Pleased as 
Punch 

47 Speech unit 
49 Is in charge 

55 Landing site 

56 In the future 

57 Certain fuel 

59 Cap — (from 
head to foot) 

60 Sailor's vacation 

61 Musical unit 

62 Requirement 

63 Computer key 
64— job 

(deceptive 

flattery) 

DOWN 

1 Lend a hand 

2 Barge 

3 Far: pref. 

4 Byzantium, now 

5 Word on a 

penny 

p ' t'i out 
/ Yearning 

8 Race distance 

9 Soak through 

10 Cactus features 

1 1 Wrongful acts 

12 Al — (not 
■ knowing) 
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49 
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59 




63 





THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“Sometimes my lips get bored 
and like to trade places.” 


Jardaneh: Peace treaty helps 
implement economic reforms 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Finance Basel Jardaneh 
said Tuesday that the Jordan- 
Israel peace treaty signed last 
October is expected to create 
more favourable political cir- 
cumstances for the success of 
the economic restructuring 
programme which was laun- 
ched in 1989 . 

“The peace treaty is bound 
to bring about a boom in such 
sectors as tourism, transport 
and transit and to open new 
markets for Jordan's national 
exports,” the minister said at * 
a meeting of secretaries 
general ana directors of va- 
rious ministries and govern- 
ment departments held at the 
Ministry of Interior. 

The peace treaty, added 
the minister, has encouraged 
many foreign firms that were 
previously hesitant to do 
business here to embark on 
major investments in tire 
Kingdom and the other coun- 
tries in the region. 

Under the restructuring 
programme the government 
has succeeded in reducing the 
public expenditure as com- 
pared to gross domestic pro- 


duct (GDP) from 45.6 per 
cent in 1991 to around 35 per 
cent in 1994, the minister 
said. 

He said the 35 per cent rate 
— which the government still 
considers relatively high — is 
caused by the increasing cur- 
rent expenses on social secur- 
ity services and servicing die 
country’s foreign debts. 

At the same time, the 
minister said, the govern- 
ment has succeeded in reduc- 
ing the margin of deficit in 
the fiscal budget (compared 
to the GDP) from 17.4 per 
cent in 1991 to 4.6 per cent 
this year. But this margin is 
still high and the government 
is striving to reduce the de- 
ficit to a 2.7 per cent by 1998 
when the restructuring prog- 
ramme would have been 
completed. 

According to the minister, 
. the restructuring programme 
is of a high priority in the 
government's national econo- 
mic policies. Through the im- 
plementation of this prog- 
ramme the government aims 
to achieve a six per cent 
growth annually from now 



Basel Jardaneh 

and until the end of 1998, Dr. 
Jardaneh said. 

The programme, which 
was agreed on with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF), ts also aiming at stabi- 
lising foe Jordanian currency, 
bunding foreign currency re- 
serves and reducing foe de- 
ficit in foe country’s balance 
of payments. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by H«nri Arnold and Mika Arguion 


Unscambie fl~«sc iour Juries, 
ierter S3 eaeft square, - to form 
Jbpr cnfrsry wurrfs. 
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HCW THE LATE 
TRAINS LEFT THE 
COMMUTERS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here : 


« rrT yyyy^w 

^ -A. -A. X 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: UPPER PIOUS ENGULF LOCATE 
Answer What the 3-sport athlete gave his school — 
THE OLD COLLEGE "TRP 


Peanuts 


0 1 995 Tribute Media Services, Inc. 
All rights reserved. 

13 It’s big in 
London 

21 Vintage car 

22 Poker fees 

25 Display 
framework 

26 Asian mountain 
range 

27 Give shape to 

28 Thurber’s Walter 


29 Yearn 

30 fdlterocf 
transport 

32 Tribulations 

33 Burst of thunder 

34 Soliloquy start 

35 At the apex 

36 Takes 
advantage of 

38 Stage whisper 

39 Country dances 

43 Hoofed it 

44 Con’s opponent 

45 Feel blindly 

46 Ms. Amaz 

47 Use a loom 

48 Command 

50 Auctioneer’s aim 


Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 
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WHERE WOULD 
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► SENSE OF - 

HUMOf^m.PET? 



Mutt’n’ Jeff 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 
DAY, AUGUST 30, 1995 

By Thomas $; Pierson, 
Astrologer, Cairoll Righter 
* ’ ° ' Foundation • 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) You are wisely focusing 
on financial and property 
matters and can add to per- 
sonal assets. Relieve tensions 
by being ethical. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Others may oppose your 
personal aims but, be di- 
plomatic. Outsiders could 
give you trouble, but your - 
mate can make you happy, 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June ' 

21) Plan today how to replace : ' 
difficult newcomers to' gain !t 
more tranquility and avoid ’ ’ 
any schemes be perpetrated L 
on you. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Get busy today 
at whatever is of a practical 
nature and forget emotional:* 
desires which could bring yon ' 
.trouble. Be charming. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
.Changes may take place to- ' 
day where your career is con- 
cerned, but this will be for -’ 
tbe best. Look for more fasci- 
nating interests. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to : 
September 22) Some long- 
time partner could take leave 
of you today, but other t 
assoaates soon come into 

your life for greater progress. 

HjssssMiu: 

portent person in the outside , 

problematical affairs of a j 
practical nature. • * 

SCORPIO: (October 
November 21) Try 
have an altercation today 
wfo one who does not agree 

fclfoS*? y0D . have ' and Sen 

Wfow associates will be 

cooperative. 

ISSflS ** of 

r 

streamlined basis. 

CAPRICORN: 

to is 

thai extravagance 


23 

not 


to 

to 


3D 


51 Next 

52 Use the 
microwave 

53 Not long now 


54 Dorothy’s dog 

55 Rather 
58 Morning 

moisture 


Go BACK AND READ THE 
FIRST PICTURE! THGReS 
A QUESTION MARK ON 
THE END OP YbuR 

IINTED IN 
BLACK 
AND 
^ WRITS 
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.CM.WELL.'mERE’S 
OTHER THINGS 
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JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 



A review 
of economic news 
from toe Arabic 


Expanding 
telephone 
network to 
cost $223m 

** THE NATIONAL tele- 
communications programme 

aims at increasing the tele- 
phone coverage from 7.7 per 
cent to eleven per cent by the 
end of 1998. This means 
doubling the current network 
capacity by adding 250,000 
telephone lines in addition ro 
installing 21 main telephone 
exchanges and another 80 
local exchanges with all the 
needed cables and distribu- 
tion networks. The program-, 
me entails providing the 
telephone services at 553 loca- 
tions spread throughout the 
Kingdom. The cost of this 
programme, after chopping 
off some of the projects for 
urgent implementation, is ab- 
out $223 million, of which JD 
63 million in local currency 
financing wit! be from the 
treasury and $130 million in 
foreign financing win come 
from foreign loans and 
grants. The approved pro- 
jects are as follows: Amman 
93,200 lines; Madaba 11,032; 
Jerash 5,294; Irbid 52,256; 
Ajloun 7.520; Zarqa 40.272 
and Balqa 9,824 lines. The 
additional proposed projects 
are: Amman Govemorate 
51 ,701 lines; Zarqa Govemo- 
rate 17,632; Balqa Govemo- 
rate 2,068; Madaba Govemo- 
rate 1 ,592; Irbid Govemorate 
2,308; Jerash Govemorate 
1,272; Ajloun Govemorate 
588 and Karak and Tafileh 
Governorates 9,272 lines 
each (A1 Dustour). 

A TOURIST group of 
230 people from Thailand, 
Singapore, 'Malaysia' and In- 
donesia are now visiting Jor- 
dan, touring Petra, Jerash, 
Amman and the Dead Sea 
before leaving for Israel. The 
tour was organised by Amani 
Tours in coordination with an 
Israeli agent and three major 
tourism companies in Thai- 
land (Al Ra’i). 

☆ * ACCORDING TO 
sources at the Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources, Jordan’s gas produc- 
tion in 1994 was 10 million 
cubic feet, valued at JD 8.4 
million. The total gas produc- 
tion from AI Risheh field 
since it was tapped has 
amounted to 38 billion cubic 
feet valued at JD 29 million 
(Al Dustour). 

☆☆ A CUBIC metre of 
drinking water costs the state 
JD 0.810 but subscribers pay 
only JD 0.220 per cubic 
metre, resulting in a govern- 
ment subsidy up to 80 per 
cent. Similarly, a cubic metre 
of irrigation water costs the 
state JD 0.090 but farmers 
pay only JD 0.015 per cubic 
metre resulting in another 80 
per cent subsidy (Al Dus- 
tour). 

THERE IS no plan to 
raise the prices of gas cylin- 
ders despite the international 
rise in the price of steel, 
Abdul Wahab Al Zu’bi, 
general manager of the Jor- 
dan Petroleum Refinery 
Company, has announced. 
Mr. ZuTsi stressed that there 
will be no crisis in the dis- 
tribution of cylinders during 
winter as there will be suffi- 
cient quantities to cover the 
needs of the Kingdom. He 
- -inted out that the company 
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Yemen to 
refurbish 
old Aden 
oil refinery 

DUBAI (R) — Work » re- 
habQitate Yemen’s 40-year- 
old qB refinery at the south- 
ern port dty of Aden is sche- 
duled ip start early nett year, 
a d ir e c to r at state-owned 
Aden Refining Company 
CARO said. 

AT&C, Meb is the coun- 
try** mam supplier at pet- 
n^eumpfpAmts r hasaown>- 
ceived bids from internation- 
al Anns for the Aden project 
and will take three months to 
evaluate them before award- 

- mg the 

- M Ai the beginning of 1996 
work win stan and it will take 
two yean to complete." the 
ARC (firector said. 

The refinery has a design 
capacity to refine 170,000 
barrel* per day (typ) of erode 
<41 but me of its units has 
restricted operations to tea 
than 100,000 b/d. 

"The idea of the project is 
to secure the safety and re- 
liability of the refinery," the 
(firector sand. 

Work, win focus on rehab*- 
fi taring Aden’s crating units 

— mainly one of its two crude 
distillation units ami its cat- 
alytic reforming mut — and 
the construction of a new 
power plant for the site. 

Financing has yet to be 
arranged though contractors 
have been asked to examine 
ways of fully or partiafiy 
fin a n c in g the project which is 
estimated to cost up to $150 
million. 
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Dubai, Total discuss 
Irau gas imports 
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NICOSIA (R) — Dubai and 
Trench oil firm Total S.A. 
have begun official negotia- 
tions on the sale of Iranian 
gas to Dubai, the Middle 
East Economic Survey 
(MEES) newsletter reported 
Monday. 

Total and the National Ira- 
nian Oil Company (NIOC) 
agreed in July that Total will 
develop Iran’s Sirri E and A 
offshore oft and ms fields, 
Teh nmXUwmtoiJdeal with . 
a fotflgoJnn^fn»Ju. 1979, 
revolution. * 

The start of the gas supply 
talks is seen by industry 
watchers as another step for- 
ward (of" the $600 million 
Sirri project which has come 
under pressure from the U.S. 
government which is seeking 
to deny Iran access to foreign 


finance, 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton, in the nm up to sweeping 
U.S. sanctions against Iran, 
quashed proposed deal on 
Sirri between NIOC and 
American Dupont Co. unit 
Conoco last March. 

"The U.S. made diploma- , 
tic representations to tbe rul- 
er of Dubai in an effort to 
persuade the Dubai govern- 
ment not to purchase Iranian 
gasjnade available as arestdt . 
of the Sirri oilfield -develop*, 
went venture.” MEES said. 

“However the initiation of 
formal negotiations between 
the Dubai government and 
Total with regard to the 
purchase of this gas would 
suggest that the U.S. repre- 
sentations have fallen on deaf 
ears in Dubai.” MEES said. 



FURNISHEPAPARTMENT 

FORWENT 

Jn Shmelsani. 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms; ground floor, 
280 sq.m.. 

Other ‘apartments and 
villas furnished / 
unfurnished f lor rent & 
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LONDON (R) — Following are the buyv 
rates for leading world currencies and go 
dollar at midsession on tbe London foreign 
bullion markets Tuesday. 
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1.4666/76 
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97.28/38 
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Dutch tutors 
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BcIgHn francs 
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Norwegian crowns 
! Danish crowns 
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Jand Unfurnished 
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land office Space 
^TOSuitaH Budgets 
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For Rent -For Rent 


Arab group invests less in 
bonds, more in deposits 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — An 
official Arab group created 
20 yean ago to encourage 
regional investment has 
slashed assets in bends but 
.boosted them in bank de- 
posits and financial port- 
folios. it said Tuesday. 

The Arab Corporation for 
Guaranteeing Investment 
( ACGI) said its investment in 
bonds, mostly in die West, 
stood at around $17.6 mtfikm 
at the end of 1994 compared 
with $30.6 million at the end 
of 1993. 

Investments in deposits 


rose to $24.4 million from 
around $18 million and those 
in portfolios suited to nearly 
$62.5 million from around 
$46.8 million, rife Kuwaiti- 
based group said in a report. 

It dianot say why it slashed 
investment in equities but ex- 
perts said it apparently in- 
creased bank deposits to be- 
nefit from higher interest 
rates. 

ACGI’s balance sheet 
issued early this year showed 
the 22 -memebr group slightly 
boosted net profit to around 
S6.9 million in 1994 from $ 6.8 


million in 1993. Total assets 
grew to about $246 million at 
the end of 1994 from $238 
million at the end of 1993. 

ACGI was established in 
1975 with a paid up capital of 
around $81 million to encour- 
age inter-Arab investment, 
which has remained a frac- 
tion of the overseas Arab 
assets of between $ 600-5800 
billion. 

But in recent years, the 
company started to concen- 
trate on financing Arab ex- 
ports to encourage home- 
made production. 
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JORDAN NATIONAL «A 
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JORDAN KQHMT MBS 
JORUM CULT BANK 
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Busnoras bank 
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JORDANIAN ELECTRIC TOMER 
ABAS INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

jomu national sxzrm a inns 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

uarrao kiddle rant * ocmuoou hotels 
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services s 


TEX JOBDA V CSKSIfT FACTOXXKfl 

Jordan phosphate mzn» 

T8X AMU) POTASS 

JORDAN PETKKJ KJH REPUOUff 

TO* INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL A AGRICULTURAL 

Arab phanmacsottical MANCT Ac rt u mao 

TOR JORDAN FZFNS MANOTACSORINC 

lUUt AL BBHA DEVELOPMENT A Z M V EN U gM T 

ARAB ALOKZNZUK INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK h WaWTKt 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING A ZRAOZNC 

N ATION AL INDUSTRIES 

ZVTMMRDXATE MtTRO-CHXKICAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

NATIONAL CABLE £ WZRB MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN SULFHCHCBXlirCALS 

ARM CUTTER TOR mW.) A WtklCAM' 

UNIVERSAL MDOjERN JJUHfeTXZH 

JORUM INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

JONDM NEW CABLE COMPANY 
INTERNATIONAL TOBACCO A CIGARETTES 
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Cafe* 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweifiyeh 
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1 Hour Service 


Develop your colour film al 
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• JUMBO photo 
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81 6690 
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toAppartments 
in Ammon 


for fintho- d^aife pkasc call 
Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

.The Best Cookino, 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Derr Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from : 

12 noon - 330 pun. 
£30 - 1100 ~ 
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Sports 


Cries and whispers on opening day at U.S. Open 

Seles cruises through; Matsuoka collapses in pain 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
A day of quiet efficiency 
from the likes of Becker and 
Ed berg was pierced by the 
agonized screams of a fallen 
tennis warrior on Monday as 
the U.S. Open Cham- 
pionships got underway at 
the National Tennis Centre. 

Former champions Boris 
Becker and Stefan Edberg 
were overpowering in 
straight sets, while two-time 
U.S. Open champion Monica 
Seles extended her comeback 
with another lopsided vic- 
tory, beating Ruxandra Dra- 
gomir of Romania 6-3, 6-1. 

But the day's best drama, a 
pitched battle on the grand- 
stand court between two un-. 
seeded players, ended with 
Japan's Shizo Matsuoka col- 
lapsing to the hard court with 
severe muscle cramps in both 
thighs, too pained to call for 
help after a tense, three-hour 
26-minute battle. 

The 27-year-old Mat- 
suoka’s 6-7 7-6 7-6 5-6 defeat 
by default to Peter Korda was 
far from the most important 
match-up of opening day. 
But the aborted struggle 
proved the most compelling 
on a dear, breezy afternoon 
at Flushing Meadow. 

Seles drove groundstrokes 
with the pace of old into the 
comers and displayed a deft 
touch on drop shots as she 
overpowered Dragomir. 

"I think the whole match T 
was very nervous," Seles 
said. “My heart was so fast. I 
had so much energy and she 
just slowed down every- 
thing." 

Seles, who sometimes had 
more trouble with her hair 
blowing in the breeze than 
she did with Dragomir, said 
she was thinking" about the 
match all day. "not making 
plans on how* to play. 

“I wasn't conscious out 
there." she said, adding that 
she got a boost from a young 
girl at courtside who' kept 
urging her to. “go for it. 
Monica.” 

After nervously double- 
faulting to start the match. 
Seles "won the next four 
points and settled down into 
2 rhythm that would take her 
to her 15th consecutive vic- 
tory at the U.S. Open — 
severrapiece in 1991 and "92 
when she won. and.tme more 
now after a two-year interval. 

Seles didn't have an easy 
rime in this match, despite 
the score. Dragomir, a 
Romanian ranked No. 44. 
played well and made her 


run. Seles isn't yet in the best 
shape, even after winning the 
Canadian Open just over a 
week ago, and there were 
moments when she bent over 
gasping for air following long 
rallies. 

She asserted herself in the 
third game with a 105 mph 
(168 kmph) service winner at 
game-point, then got the only 
break of the set she needed in 
the next game for a 3-1 lead. 
Seles served out her last two 
games of the set at love. 

In the second set. Seles 
yielded only 14 points in the 
seven games. 

After ending her 56-minute 
match, the second-seeded Se- 
les's face lit up as she waved 
to the appreciative crow.d, 
then ran across the court to 
.embrace her father. 

She then returned to sign 
autographs as several extra- 
large security guards kept 
watch from very close pro- 
ximity. 

Seles later suggested that 
the opposition does not have 
to start quaking in their col- 
lective high-priced shoes just 
yet. 

"Right now the main thing 
is just do your best. Early 
next year it is going to be 
more back to that real com-, 
petitiveness. trying to get 
back to (where i was) before 
all this happened." 

“It is good to see her 
back,” declared ninth-seeded 
1990 Open champion Gab- 
riela Sabatini. who earlier 
crushed Italian Adriana 
Serra-Zaneiti 6-1, 6-1 in just 
46 minutes. 

Third seed and defending 
champion Arantxa Sanchez- 
Vicario needed three more 
minutes to win by the same 
lop-sided score over Roma- 
nian Catalina Cristea. Feel- 
ing a bit underworked, she 
then headed straight for one 
of the practice courts to hit 
some more bails. 

They were joined in the 
second round by sixth-seeded 
Australian Open champion 
Maryn Pierce, a 6-1, 6-1 vic- 
tor over South African 
Mariaan De Swardt. 

Even 14-vear-old Martina 
Hingis of Switzerland, last 
years junior runner-up and 
the youngest player in this 
year's filed, went through 
quietly, sending away Bel- 
gian Nancy Feber 6-2’, 6-3. 

A pair of former men's 
champions also flexed their 
gTand slam muscles on open- 
ing day. 

Fourth seed Boris Becker, 
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Croatia’s Goran Ivanisevic throws his racket after missing a 
point (.AFP photo) 
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this year’s Wimbledon 
runner-up and the 1989 open 
champion, overwhelmed 
Spaniard Alex Lopez Moron 
6-1 6-0 6-3. 

'T' didn't really break 
much of a sweat," admitted 
Becker. 

“I played an hour and 20 
minutes, which is very, very 
short for a best-of-five hard- 
court match." 

Stefan Edberg, unseeded 
here for the first time since 
1984, opened the tournament 
on stadium court with a 6*0 
6-3 7-6 victory over Czech 
Martin Damm. 

Edberg. the 1991 and 1992 
champion whose ranking has 
slipped to 19th in the world, 
moved fast John McEnroe 


into third place on the Open- 
era Grand Slam victory list 


era Grand Slam victory list 
with his 16Sth career win in a 
major tournament. 

The men lost their first 
seeded player early on Mon- 
day when 1 0th -seeded South 
African Wayne Ferreira was 
ambushed by Jerome Gol- 
mard of France, who became 
only the 10th qualifier to pick 
off a men's seed in U.S. 
Open history. 

Ukrainian Andrei Med- 
vedev, seeded 16th, adv- 
anced with a four-set victory 
and the Open's marathon 
man, Aaron Krickstein. rode 
one of his patented five-set 
wins into the second round. 

The 45th-ranked Krick- 
stein outlasted Lionel Roux 
of France 3-6 6-3, 6-1 6-3 6-4 
to raise his U.S. Open record 
in five-set matches to 9-2 and 
his career record in five set- 
ters to 28-7. 

The biggest noise, literally 
and figuratively, was made by 
Matsuoka. 

He and Korda were locked 
in a Titanic struggle before a 
packed grandstand court 
crowd that had gone three ■ 
riebreaks in the first three 
sets and was headed for a 
fourth when the Japanese 
collapsed as if he were shot, 
screaming in pain. 

Matsuoka lay in a heap 
screaming for several minutes 
— unable to be helped, 
according to the rules, and 
physically unable to call for 

Finally. first aid arrived, 
and after massage treatment, 
Matsuoka was* fble to Iqqive 
under "his own' power. Korda, 
the 1992 French Open final- 
ist, advanced to the second 
round. 

“Many times when I had to 
bend low. I started feeling it 
and it was scary, but this is 
the U.S. Open. I had to keep 
going." said Matsuoka. who 
took eventually winner Pete 
Sampras to four sets in the 
quarter-finals at Wimbledon. 

“At 5-6 (in the fourth set),- 
all I could do was scream.' 
said Matsuoka. “There was 
so much pain." 

Players are not allowed 
help when they cramp, as the 
injury is seen as a by-product 
of conditioning. 

Matsuoka wanted assist- 
ance but could not speak 
through his pain. Courtside 
officials would not help him 
at first for fear of causing his 
disqualification. 

“I knew I could not play 
anymore. But all I could do 
was scream," said the 64th- 
ranked Matsuoka. 

Goran Ivanisevic's run of 
bad luck at the Open con- 
tinued on Monday. 

The sixth-seeded Croat, 
who upset in the second 
round two years ago and the 
first last year, was three 
games from a straight-sets 
win in the closing night match 
on stadium court when disas- 
ter struck. 

At 3-3 in the third set, 
Ivanisevic was chasing a ball 
across the baseline when he 
badly twisted his left ankle 
and fell to the ground wri- 


thing in pain. 
After a fe 


er a few minutes of 
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apparent agony, the trainer 
helped him off the court and 
taped the ankle. 

The Croatian ace master 
gamely tried to play, on but 
after dropping the set 6-3 and 


falling behind 3-1 in the firing on Tuesday with top 

fourth, he retired, leaving seed and defending champion 
New Zealander Bren Steven Agassi and second-seeded 
a suprise 4-6 2-6 6-3 6-1 win- Wimbledon winner Sampras 
ner. set for afternoon matches on 

The big guns axe set to start the stadium court. 




Monica Seles smiles after winning her first 
match at the U.S. Open. A security guard 
behind her watches the crowd closely. Seles is 


Sanchez welcomes Seles’s challenge 
to her U.S. Open title 


NEW YORK (R) — Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
welcomed the return of Monica Seles to 
women’s tennis, as well as the prospect of 
having to beat the two-time champion in 
order to keep her U.S. Open crown. 

“If you want to be the best player, you have 
to beat everybody and now she is back," 
.Sanchez said of Seles, who made a triumphant 
return to tournament tennis after a more than 
two-year absence by winning the Canadian 
Open two weeks ago. 

"I will be ready." declared the Spaniard. 

Sanchez was definitely ready to begin de- 
fence of her title on Monday, routing Roma- 
nian Catalina Cristea 6-1 6-1 in 49 minutes. 

Afterwards the second-ranking Sanchez 
took a few more minutes to repudiate the idea 
that she was unhappy about being dumped 
down to third seed after Seles was installed as 
co-number one and seeded second here. 

“I only- said that it is great that she is 


coming back," Sanchez said of Seles, who was 
stabbed in the back during a match in Ham- 
burg on April 30, 1993. 

“It makes more excitement and it is better. 
It is better for the game. She was number one 
when everything happened to her." 

Sanchez.’ who has come up just short in the 
year’s previous three majors, is hoping to 
claim her fourth career Grand Slam title by 
repeating as Open champion. 

Still she is not discouraged after finishing 


runner-up to Mary Pierce in the Australian 
Open and to Steffi Graf in the French Open' 


Open and to Steffi Graf in the French Open' 
and Wimbledon. 

“I think it has to be positive." Sanchez said 
of her 1995 record in the majors. “Only two 
players get to the final and if you win, much 
better. 

“But I have to be happy and satisfied with 
the year that I have so far and now I just have i 
to keep going and continue playing my best.” 


Salako recalled to England 
squad but no Ince or Ferdinand 


14-year-old Swiss star Martina Hingis returns a shot in her first match at the U.S. Open 
Monday (AFP photo) 


LONDON (AFP) — Coven- 
try winger John Salako was 
the surprise name in an Eng- 
land squad announced on 
Tuesday which was more re- 
markable for who was omit- 
ted rather than who was in- 
cluded. 

There was no place for 
Inter Milan midfielder Paul 
Ince, in-form Newcastle 
striker Les Ferdinand, utility 
player Warcen Barton, Leeds 
United's left back Tony Dori- 
go or the enigmatic Matthew 
Le Tissier. in coach Terry 
Venables’ squad to play Col- 
ombia at Wembley on 
Sept. 6. 

Also out are Umbro Cup 
disappointments Colin Coop- 
er and David Unsworth plus 
injury-hit Darren Anderton, 
John Scales and under study 
goalkeeper Ian Walker. 

But Venables has included 
Paul Gascoigne and Stan Col- 
lymore, although injuries 
could rule out both and the 
England coach has named a 
23-strong squad to give him- 
self plenty of cover. 

David Seaman, Tony 
Adams and Rub Jones re- 
claim their natural places 
while Newcastle pair Steve 
Howey and Robert Lee, who 
broke into the senior side in 
Venables’ first full season, 
are also back. 


So too is the controversial 
Dennis Wise. The Chelsea 
winger, like Ince, was drop- 
ped by Venables last season 
when he became embroiled 
in criminal charges. 

But the difference between 
Wise and Inter’s new six mil- 
lion pound recruit is that 
injury ruled the Londoner 
out of last summer’s Umbro 
Cup. while the former Man- 
chester United star upset the 
England coach by pulling out 
to go on holiday with his 
family after his acquittal. 

As well as Wise, Venables 
has offered Salako the chance 
to resurrect his England 
career four years after a se- 
rious knee injury threatened 
to put him out of the game 
altogether. 

The Nigerian-born 26- 
year-old, signed by Ron 
Alkinson from Crystal Palace 
this summer, was capped five 
times by Graham Taylor. 

Many fell that QPR’s Tre- 
vor Sinclair had made a bet- 
ter start to the season and 
deserved to make the step up 
from the under-21s to cover 
for the absent Anderton. 

But Venables already has a 
strong contingent of youngs- 
ters in his squad, with Jamie 
Redknapp on course for his 
senior debut, retained after 
his late Umbro Cup call along 


with Liverpool team-mate 
Steve McManaman. 

. While Cooper and Un- 
sworth depart, Manchester 
United’s bright young full- 
back Gary Neville, who play- 
ed against Japan and Brazil, 
is retained. 


But the omission of six 
million pound striker Ferdi- 
nand. who has started the 
season better than any En- 
glishman with three ’goals, 
was the biggest surprise. 

Newcastle’s new hero in- 
stead finds himself out in the 
cold, with Venables gambling ' 
on Coliymore’s fitness and 
retaining former Tottenham 
favourite Teddy Sheringham. 

In midfield Venables has 
ignored the claims of another 
early season success. Aston 
Villa's Mark Draper. 

The niggling groin injury 
which has restricted Gas- 
coigne’s British comeback 
with Rangers is unlikely to 
bring him into contention 
since he has had only two full 
games since his return from 
Italy. 


Graham Le Saux and 
Stuart Pearce retain the left 
back positions. Leeds Tony 
Dorigo, so often Pearce's de- 
puty. is again left frustrated 
despite his excellent start to 
the season. 
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playing her second tournament after a two 
year absence following her stabbing at a 
tournament in Hamburg in 1993 (AFP photo) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Players fined for eating hot dogs 

KIRKLAND, Washington 

fined Seattle Seahawks fo r eating hot dogs 

nedy and Eugene Robinson $1,000 . bit j on game in San 
on the sidelines during weie necessary,” the 

Francisco. “We just felt done 

first-year bead coach said meat kids But they made 

intentionally by them and they anybody.” Robm- 

a mistake. They know tii^l bag -then captain 

son, the team's regular free saf&y team president 

the past three years, said he apoto^sed to team i4J 
David Behring, the coadnng staff and his team 
bad half a hot dog,” Robinson said. It wasa preuy 

expensive hot dog." Kennedy, a Reason, as 

defensive tackle, and Mirer, began* 1 ng bi ^wanfto talk 
the Seabawks' stasrtmg quarterback, did notwant 
about the third-quarter incident. Tm not talking aoo 
dogs, period,” Kennedy said. 


Kennedy overjoyed by millionaire’s gift 


LONDON (AFP) — Former England star Ray 
forced to sell his medals and caps after being stock down by. 
Parkinson’s Disease, said he was overjoyed on Tuesday 
after a millionaire benefactor left the mementoes to to 
son. The 44-year-old former Arsenal and Liverpool nua- 
fielder, auctioned the medals and international caps in 1SW 
but now the purchaser of sever! of Kennedy s 17 England 
caps has left them in his will to the footballer’s 14-year-ola 
son, Dale. “It is really fantastic, a very nice gesture. It was 
heart-breaking to have to lose ail the mementoes or my 
career but wi tb ray health being as it is, I had to ensure my 
financial stability,” said Kennedy. “5 didn’t even know who 
had bought the caps but he must have been a really nice 


Arsenal’s 1971 League and FA Cup double and Liverpool s 
1977 European Cup win, raised 88,407 pounds (about 
150,000 dollars) at Christie's in Glasgow. 


Coach retained despite conviction 


CANBERRA (AP) — Australia's head swimming coach, 
Gennadi Touretski, will keep his job despite being con- 


victed of assaulting four people on a trans-Padfic flight, 
sports officials said Tuesday. Touretski earlier this month 


was fined U.S. $10,000 (13,540 Australian dollars) and 
sentenced in Honolulu to 30 days in jail after he pleaded 
guflty to the assault charges. In court, Touretski admitted 
to poking one passenger in the eye, jumping on another, 
shoving a flight attendant and biting the arm of the flight's 
first officer. Touretski suffered a broken nose in the fracas. 
After returning to Australia, the 46-year-old former 
Russian Olympic coach was suspended down with full pay. 
by the Australian Sports Commission. 


Romario’s brother planned father’s abduction 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — A woman jailed for the 
kidnapping of Romano's father last year said the crime was 
a “farce” planned by the player’s brother and bodyguard. 
Marluda Gomes said Romano's brother. Ronaldo, and a 
bodyguard identified as Wilson thought the Brazilian 
Soccer Confederation would pay the ransom to appease its 
star player on the eve oHhe 1994 World Cup. “Romano 
wasn’t going to pay anything. It was just to shake down the . 
confederation,” Gomes said Monday in an interview on the 
Globo TV network, Brazil's largest. Edevair de Souza was 
kidnapped May_2, 1994,;putside.a.bar he- owned on Rio’s " 
poor noith side. The kidnappers, demanded a'ransom of 7 ’ 
million. Romario, then playing for Spain’s Barcelona Club, 
appealed to the kidnappers to release his father and even 
asked Rio drug lords to use their influence. Six days later, 
state police raided a house in Nova Iguacu, a working class 
city north of Rio, and found Souza. Gomes, who was there 
taking care of him, was arrested. 


China bids to clean up sporting image 


BEIJING (AFP). — China has amended a bill on sport and 
physical culture it is due to adopt Wednesday in a bid to 
stamp out bribery and doping, the serni-offitial China News 
Sen-ice said Tuesday. China's National People’s Congress 
standing committee, which is currently in plenary session, 
has added an article to a bill already examined in June to . 


rid sport of corruption and fraud. Those who break the law 
will “answer to the law courts” the agency said, without 


saying what penalties would be imposed. The changes 
make sporting organisations and government departments 
liable to sanctions if they are implicated in drug scandals, 
and laboratories will be authorised to carry out “serious 
controls." The action comes almost a year after the Asian 
Games in Hiroshima when 11 Chinese athletes tested 
positive for drugs. 


Marseille sack coach 


MARSEILLE (R) — - Former European champions 
Marseille, struggling in the French second division, said on ' I 
Tuesday they were sacking their coach Henry Stambouli 
because of poor results. "Stamboulio will coach Marseille 
for the last time against Toulouse (on Thursday) ” club 
president Jean-Michel Roussier said. Marseille, rocked for 
flic last two seasons by a match rigging scandal a nd 
financial problems, lost 2-0 at Caen onSaturday and had 
there players sent off including marksman Tony Cascarmo 
of IrelanjLThey now he ninth in the second division, nine 
points adrift of Caen, and will meet Toulouse without five 
key players who are suspended. 


Laudrups picked to play Belgium 


COPENHAGEN (R) — Michael Laudrup and his injured 
brother Brian were named on Monday in DennSS- 
1 6-m*i squad for a do-or-die Europe^ champiSp 
qualifier against Belgium in Brussels on Sepiemtef ? 
There were few changes from the squad who scat Armenfe 
2-0 m Yerevan on August 16 and elevate 


, icw raaugcs nom me squad who seat Armenia 

2-0 m Yerevan on August 16 and elevated DenmSkto 
second place in Group TWo. five noinre c ■ L t0 

three ahead of 

from the group. Coach Richard Moeil e T^iei^ re ^S 

Brazilian soccer fan dies 


“ b died 

s ■§ tea. 

hospital Das Clinicas in Sao Paulo ,'houn laSfiS* at ^ 
systems were turned off. Da Silva was boSk”? s “PP0rt 7 


Clubs. He slipped into a coma and^ 0 8nd Pabneiras 
consciousness. A devoted Sao Paulo fen re 8 a »ned 

of thousands who attended the game « p£? Si ! va w « one. 
for the Sao Paulo State juniors title FW Cmbu Stgd hun 
free, although the stadium was still ^Sw Cre 
meiras won 1-0 in sudden-death re P a irs. Pal- 

swarmed the field to celebrat^&Lcf 1 ^®’ fans 

offense and broke into a dep^® 0 !> l0 ^ns took 
materials, which included pavST ** “nmucticm" 
beams. pav,n 8 *°nes and woodep 
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Klinsmann may be fit for 
important German qualifier 


BONN (R) — Bayern 
Munich striker Jucrgen 
Klinsmann could recover 
from an ankle ligament in- 
jury sooner than expected 
and has been named in Ger- 
many’s squad for next 
week's key European 
Championship qualifier 
against Georgia. 

Klinsmann was originally _ 
expected to be out of action ‘ 
fur four week after partial- 
ly tearing ligaments » his 
right ankle on the opening 
day of the Bundesliga sea- 
son on August 12. 

But the 3 1 -year-old Ger- 
many captain trained for 
the first time on Monday 
after a plaster was removed 
from his lower leg last 
Thursday and may play for 
his dub in a local derby 
with 1860 Munich in the 
first division on Saturday. 

Germany coach Berti 
Vogts was. however, un- 
able to pick Borussia Dort- 


mund softer t&aco Her* 
rfich in the squad be 
a nn o un ced on Tuesday for 
the Se p t e m b er 6 group 
seven qualifier fe. Nurem- 
berg because he has a badly* 
braced foot. 

Dortmund'* fiber o 
Matthias Smnme* and de- 
fender Stc&n Router are 
also not included & fte 
22-man party because of 
suspension. 

The match h important 
since the second-placed 
Germans me jusi.onc point 
ahead of Georgia although * 
the former world cham- 
pions have a game in hand. 

Bulgaria have a fives 
point lead in The group and 
are almost certain of quid* ■ 
ifying for next year’s finals 
in England. 

Squad: 

Goalkeepers — ■ Oliver 
.Kahn (Bayern Munich), 


Stefan Klos (Borussia Dort- 
mund); Andreas Koepke 
(Ehuracht Frankfort) . 

Defenders — Markus 
Babbel. Thomas Hetmer 
(both Bavorp Munich), 
Juergen Kohlerr (Borussia 
Dortmund). Martin Spanr- 
jmj (Freiburg), Christian 
Zicge (Bayern Munich). 

MldfleWers — - Mario 
Bader. Dieter Eilts (both 
Weider Bremen). Steffen 
Freund (Borussia Dort- 
mund), Thomas Haessler 
(Karisrahe). Jocrg Heinrich 
(Freiburg). Andy Moeller 
(Boruisia Dortmund), 
Meiunet Scholl. Thomas 
Strum (both Bayern 
Munich), Jens Todt 
(Freiburg). 

Forwards — Fredi Bobic 
(VFB Stuttgart). Ulf Kir- 
sten (Bayer Leverkusen), 
Juergen Klinsmann 
(Bayern Munich), Stefan 
Kuntz (Bestktas), Bruno 
Labbadia (Cologne). 


Werdel-Witmeyer succeeds 
Navratilova 


:n£ 




NEW YORK <RX— Amer^bem^edr 
ican Marianne WerddKi'-tlOft^.'^xfeaitiV* n dl?fcctor 
Witmeyer was elected ptesi- Karen Feldman. 



□eyet 

dent of the WTA Totarpiay- 
ers association,, succeeding 
outgoing president Martina 
Navratilova, the association 
announced on Monday. 

Werdel-Witmeyer, who’ 
previously served as vice 
president, was elected late 
Sunday night by the players 
association board of duco- 
t< 'IS- • 

"I know I am folkxwioj 
some pretty big footsteps, 

I am ready for the chal- 
lenge," said the 24dwanked 
We rdel-Wraneyer. 

Navratilova last week said 
she had decided to step down 
ai the end of her first year 
President, having helped to 
accomplish her goal of bring- 
ing Monica Seles back to the 

sport 

Sdes played her first 
Grand Slam match smcc her 
ApnI. 1993 stabbing -fn the 
first round of the U.S. Open 
on Monday night. 

Players association officials 
paid tribute to Navratilova at 
their annual meeting on 
Monday. 

••It has truly been a pri- 
vilege to work with Martina 
r hi> year... her leadership w91 


“She knows there is always 
a place at the playera associa- 
tion should she ever tire of 
the sedentary fife,” joked 


Other officers elected for 
1995-96 were Americans Kat- 
rina Adams as vice president 
and Nicole Arendt a* treasur- 
er and Argentine Mercedes 
Paz as secretary. 
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Higuita to 
unlock 
Gremio 
defence 

MEDELLIN, Colombia (R) 
__ Goalkeeper Rene Higufea 

is exp<« ted 60 P* 1 ° vide o*»c <*f 
Ailetico National’s most use- 
ful attacking options as the 
Colombians attempt to over- 
turn a two-goal deficit against 
brazil* 5 Gremio in the second 
lee of the Liberia dores Cup 
fina! on Wednesday. 

Hieuita has become a regu- 
lar free ki«k taker for the 
Colombian champions and 
hie abil» lv 10 wwve *** M 
l£ un d * he <&'«** w»B 
“: kcs him a constant menace, 
scored the only goal 

? a fhe first leg of ihcir semi- 
J a lie foe Cokmibians 
n to win 8*7 on penal- 
" *ftcr !o»ng the second 
Buenos Ain*. 

, H, ^mOUS for hb anortho- 
site, bad 4drcad ^. sco ^ 
do* , free kick earher this 
fr®* 0 .: t he Cokmbitt chan* 

year m 
pionshtp- 


FUBNiSHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

First floor, consists of three bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
two salons, utilities, telephone, garage and central 
heating. Location: ShmelsanI, Abu Sufyan Street, 
behind Marriott Hotel and near CipaJ Flower Shop, 

For Information please call 663266 - home 
or 664599 - office 


PEBTSCmm MCAMgPMGSPOTKMtICHT 
in Goothc-Institut ~ 
Anneldung fner 1995/96 
5o . ,31 .08.1WS von 16-17 Uhr 
ie Garten dea Goethe-Inatltuta 
Un(ar rich t a beginn 
Ho. r 04 .09- 1995 urn 16 Dhr 
K.Banaf leh Tel.: 818653 ah 16 Uhr 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of two bedrooms, salon and dining 
area, two bathrooms,' central heating, ana 
garden- Location: Ura Uthaina A! Janoubl, 
behind the Housing Bank. 

Pfs- call Tel 674550- 


Super Deluxe Furnished Floor In A Villa 
For Rent 

Second floor wRh an area of 250 square metres. It Is part of a 
luxurious vfBa. ft consists of throe bedrooms, four bathrooms, 
maid's room, spacious salon. large JWICO kitchen, excellent 
modem fumftum with all independent utilities (garage, central 
beating and telephone). Location: After Seventh X>d5lhe Airport 
Road, second met to foe tight 

Please call Tel: 814958 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

SaJIni ife&lstrade J.V. Karameh Dam Project Is 
seeking to urgently employ an Auto CAD user with 
the following qualifications: 
l.B.Sc, degree in Engineering (Civil, Architectural 
or similai). 

2-Practlcal experience in three dimensional 
applications using Auto CAD ref. 12. 
3.Self-motivated personality and good command 
of English language. 

Please send your C.V. to Fax 05-577231 


FOR RENT 

SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT 

3 bedrooms, family room, -3 bathrooms, salon, 
dining room, big kitchen, maid's room + bath, 
telephone line, 2 car garages and a store room. 
Location: Shemisanl, 

For more ffifonnattan pleaae call 
Tel: 852252, 862998 


World University Games 

Americans overtake Japan in medals race 


FUKUOKA, Japan . 

JOsS Davis came from 
In . the Ian leg of the final 
relay Tuesday as the Amcr- 
ican swimmers put their na- 
tion Ahead of Japan in the 
"WoeM University Games 
gold medal races. 

\ Japan, wfijdr had ksd in 
medws for the fist five days 
' of fte games, picked op one 
grid each in swmumng and 
tennis. The Americans had 
two in swimming and one in 
tennis, putting them ahead 18 
to 17 overall. 

Widi two diving evens and 
a fencing gold yet to be de- 
cided Tuesday night, the 
Americans also led 51 to 4$ in 
total pedal;. 

China won two golds, in 
swimming and diving, boost- 
ing its total to seven, one 
behind South Korea and even 
with Russia. 

Trade and field competi- 
tion began, and Hungary and 
Romania won the first two 
events, 

Germany won a diving 
gold, and Brazil added erne in 
swimming as Fernando 
Scherer reinforced ha posi- 
tion as the games' fastest 
sprint swimmer. 

Davit came our. of the 
games with four gold medals 
— one in the men’s 400- 


Amertgan Bin Ptkzuk after 
winning rise 100 earher fer foe 



metre freestyle and three in 
relays, including the final 4 x 
100-fuetre medley, in which 
the Americans broke a games, 
record, 

Japan led after three legs, 
but Davis anchored the U.S. 
quartet to a winning time of 3 
minutes. 42.02 seconds, eras- 
ing the old mark of 3:42.99 
set by another American 
quirret in 198S. Japan was 
second in 3:43.36. 

The day's four other races 
all were decided by less than 
.2 seconds. 

Japan's Hisato Yasui won 
the day's longest race, the 
men’s 1 .500-metre freestyle, 
by 0.06 second over Brazil's 
Luiz Eduardo Lima, who 
almost made up a 1.68- 
secotad deficit over the last 
100 metres. France's Yann 
Defabrique, the men’s 200- 

won one of the 
shortest, the men’s 50 frees- 
tyle. by .18 second over 


In the women's 5<L Oma 
film Mr won by 4B second 
over American Nicofc De 
hfcm- 

AmcricaiJ Xrf stiai 


>ack sriroke over 
Yoke Kcftawn, foe 

meclaffiff. 

“I’m realty fired, bet ex- 
cited. ft was a dose race and 
those are foe best, ...I 
thought I was further ahead 
than! was,” said Heydaaek. 
**Fvc been practising the fin- 
ish, You just have to put your 
head down and hope you hit 
the wall first” 

With Tuesday’s victories, 
the Americans cmne out wifo 
16 gold medals m the ga m es' 
34 swimming events, Japan 
finished with seven. 

In trade, Romania’s Gab- 
riels Szabo won the women’s 
5,000 metres comfortably In 
15 minutes. 29.86 seconds, 
with Italy's Silvia Somqtaggio 
second in J 5:34.32 and 
Japan's Yumi Sato thud in 
13:35,28. 

Hungary’s Balazs Kiss won 
the hammer throw with a 
heave of 79.74 metres (261 
feet, 7 inches). Ukraine’s 
Alexander Krykun was 
second with 77.06 (252-10). 

In tennis, Americans 
David Caldwell and Paul 
Goldstein won the men's 
doubles title 3-6, 7-5, 6-2 over 
Britain's Nick Adams and 
Richard Holden. 

Japan's Rika Hiraki and 
Shmobu Asagoe. the top 
seeds, bear Taiwan’s Wang 
Shi-Ting and Lin Houng-Lan 
4-6, 7-5, 6-0 for tins women's 
doubles title. 

Hiraki plays Japanese com- 
patriot Kaoru Shibata for the 
women's singles gold on 
Wednesday, and two South 
Koreans — Lee Hung-Taft 
and Yoon Yong-Il — meet 
for the men's tide. 

Germany won the gold for 
the best team total in 
women's diving, with the Un- 
ited States second and China 
^^^Thc.Chinese won foe_ 
men’vgokl , ahead of the Un- 
ited States and Canada. 

The United States won the 


FURNISHED ROOF FOR RENT 

D’eluxe furniture, electrical 
appliances, telephone line. 
Location: University Road. 

Call 830460 12 - 5 p.m. 


TWO APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

One furnished & one unfurnished 
THREE BEDROOMS. C.H. & telephone. 
Location: SHMEISANI, near Birds Garden, (10 Abdel 
Halem El Nimr St) Annual rent only. 

Tel: 667862, 693443 


Car For Sale (Duty unpaid) 

A Honda accord model 1995, dark green, 2500 
kms , full optk>n(alr- conditiqn, power steering, 
centre lock, velvet furniture, electric mirrors and 
glass). Price : JD 14.000 ( negotiable) 

pis. call tel. 679732 


Super Deluxe Furnished Vila Fo*’ Rent 

Consisting of two floors: The ground floor Includes 
four salons, dining room, bedroom for guests, and 
bathroom, while the first floor includes three bedrooms, 
sitting room, four bathrooms, kitchen and terrace, a 
garage for three cars. The vflla Is suitable for a 
diplomatic mission or an embassy. Location : Umm Al 
Summaq, Tel: 823432. 


Eve’s Secret 


erne 


( pot pourri and body accessories ) 


£lC 0“ES CUSTOMERS EVEPr 
CC-:':C0 r ?' FOR FRY OTHER 0 /•; l 
’.EASE CA^L AjF.tBJ t 0 SET UP A R ,• 



IA LUXURY GROUND FLOOR IN A 
TWO-FLOOR BUILDING. IN AN 
EXCLUSIVE AREA NEAR ZAHRAN 
PALACE, SAMIR R1FAI STREET. 
CONSISTING OF LARGE RECEPTION, 
DINING ROOM, MASTER BEDROOM 
PLUS TWO OTHER BEDROOMS & 

3 BATHROOMS. FULLY EQUIPPED 
KITCHEN. MAID’S QUARTER ANDA| 
LOVELY GARDEN. 


1993 medals race with 75 m 
aS. including 30 gold, fol- 
lowed by Canada with 40 and 


Japan with 30. China stood 
second in golds, however, 
with 17. 


lUanty Gancs-briefr 

4- When the team from baseball's home country, the 
United Sates, suffered a J 5-0 loss, it was in boat of the 
hugest crowd yet tor any competition of these Wodd 
University Games — 24,780. 

Bur the crowd in Fukeoka Dome didn’t mind . The 
winner of Monday’s game was the home team , Japan. 

The Americans, re p res e nted by the Florida state ream, 
managed just Me bit against two pitchers from Japan’s 
national squad. 

“They could rhrow in any professional programme in the 
U.S. I'd love to have them at Florida State, ” U.S. coach 
Mike Martin said of Sbinji Kurano and Masao Morinaka. 

One Japanese pitcher already is starring in the major 
leagues — Hideo Nomo of the Los Angeles Dodgers, who 
has a 10-5 record. 

“We were a tittle overmatched ," said Martin. “We’re 
disappointed char we couldn't give the fens a better game, 
but that is a credit to the Japanese baseball team.” 

The Americans still advanced to the games' final four, 
along with Japan, Cuba and South Korea. 

ft A stress fracture in her back didn’t stop American 
gymnast Hekti Horn beck from winning a silver and a 
bronze medal at the World University Games. 

She was second on the uneven bars, behind China 's Ding 
Yuan , and third on the beam, behind Russia’s Oxana 
Sivovoi and China’s Yuan Kexia, in Monday night's 
individual apparatus competition. 

“ I'm pelased with my performance. ” said the 18-year-old 
from Arizona. "My back has really been bothering me and 
it’s bard to totally block that out of your mind.” 

■ti Australia was trounced 4-0 by Japan in the quarterfin- 
als of the World University Gaines soccer tournament, but 
team manager Steve Hoszowski was far from despondent. 

”Our ream was very inexperienced and. to be honest, we 
exceeded our expectations, ** said Hoszowski. “Only two of 
our squad bad any international experience and we were 
the first Austra/uu) ream to make it past the first round at 
the University Games.” 

* Fukuoka, the host city of the World University Gaines, 
sometimes is in the path of the typhoons that menace Japan 
at this time of year. Just in case . the organisers issued 
guidelines Monday for ticket refunds in case of typhoons or 
other “ unexpected circumstances . " 

Basically, if an event is more than half finished when 
weather forces a bait, there is no refund. Otherwise, the 
spectator can receive a Ml refund or admission to the next 
event. 

Outdoor sports indude track and held, soccer, tennis 
and some baseball games. Other baseball games are being 
played in foe roofed Fukuoka Dome, where 14Jw 
spectators turned out Sunday to see Japan beat China 10-1. 

Another 10.000 turned out for gymnastics. 

* Jerome Dreyfus was probably surprised to wake up 
Monday morning and read he had won the silver medal in 
the men’s open judo competition at the World University 
Games. 

The Frenchman didn't even compere, 

Dreyfus was replaced in the event by bis teammate 
Karim Boumedjane — but the organisers neglected to take 
note of the change. 

Boumedjane was announced as Dreyfus throughout the 
competition , at the medals ceremony and even in the 
official results. 

It wasn’t until several hours after the condusion of 
competition that oftidah realised their bungle and issued a 
correction. 

“It’s a shame we ootygot to know about our mistake 
when we were told by officials after the ceremony,’’ said a 
games spokesman. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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Athletes 
using 
University 
Games 
to prepare 
for Atlanta 

FUKUOKA (AP) — For 
some athletes, competing at 
the World University Games 
is preparation for the 1996 
Olympics in Atlanta in more 
ways than one. 

Aside from the pressure of 
international competition, 
the heat and humidity condi- 
tions are similar in Fukuoka 
-and Atlanta. 

“Some athletes who train 
in the southeastern part of 
(the United States) have said 
it feels like home to them,” 
said Frank Zaira, press offic- 
er with the U.S. delegation. 

For Australians, coining to 
Fukuoka means comma to 
summer from the southern 
hemisphere winter. 

“Australians are always 
competing outside their natu- 
ral climate zone,” said Triria 
Evans, the Australian delega- 
tion press officer. “Any ex- 
perience, especially around 
this time of year, is valu- 
able.” 

With some 4,000 athletes 
from more than 150 nations 
and territories competing, 
these are the biggest Uni- 
versity Games ever. 

“Many athletes wanted to 
come to Japan and they 
wantd to compete under simi- 
lar conditions to Atlanta’s as 
they are preparing for the 
Olympics,” said Shozo Sasa- 
hara, chief of the Japanese 
delegation. 

"Atlanta is very hot in die 
summer like Fukuoka, so we 
are consulting doctors. We 
are especially studying the 
effect of the beat on die 
tennis players,” he added. 

High temperatures daring 
the games have been in die 
low 30s oelsins.-with evening 
temperatures in the soccer 
stadiums only a few degrees 
lower. 

Becoming used to compet- 
ing in the neat is not the No. 

1 factor for entering the Uni-, 
versity Games, Evans said, 
but Australia has had some ' 
promising athletes fall apart 
m overseas meets because of ; 
problems with the donate. 


you hold: 

*AQmO OVbU OAJ 6 4 AXI 1 

The biddi ng hms proceeded: 

SOUTH wKST NORTH EAST 
I* SO DU- ho 
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Q.I ■ A* Sooth, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

•Quasi OAKQSS OQ8 *4 
TOT d 1&nS Pr SOT d ' SOUTH 

X* 10 Put r 

What do you hid oow? 

Q. 3 - As South, vulnerable, yoo 
b ald: 

*Q« OKI! 0Q'J4 *AQ JSX 
Tta bidding has Wttaoded: 

WTtBT NORTH EAST 
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1* 
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What do you bid now? 

QJS - Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

•10S7S S4S OAI7 *KJ9 
Th o bidd ing has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH 
1* Pbm 1a 
S* Pmmm T 

What do you bid bow? 

Q. 4 - Neither vulnerable as South 
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What action do you take? 

Q. A - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

•7 OSSI OKQ10S 4AK7I8 

ITOT < ^N8^ra PP *AOT d " BOOTH 
SO <• Frh 7 
What action do you take? 

QJ - Both vulnarabfe. as South you 
hold: 

•AQ1S 9AQB7 071 *Kflf 

Thai " 
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What action do you taka? 
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Arab Potash 
Company Ltd. 

Advertisement for extension for 
pre-qualification of contract 
No. APC/48/95 
Industrial Potash Project 

Arab Potash Company announces the 
extension of the validity of the closing date 
for the pre-qualification to erect a new plant 
to produce high purity industrial potash up 
to 12:00 noon, Sunday 17th, Sept., 1995 
instead of Thursday 31st, Aug., 1995. 

All other conditions mentioned in the 
previous advertisement remain 
unchanged. 

Managing Director, 
Sulaiman Hawari. 
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King 

receives 

Afghan 

message 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday received a message 
from Afghan President Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani, dealing with 
bilateral cooperation and the 
need to enhance cooperation , 
in the Helds of transport and 
tourism. 

The message was delivered : 
to King Hussein by Afghan 
Minister of Tourism and Avia- 
tion Abdul Rahman, who is 
currently on a visit to Jordan. 

King Hussein expressed Jor- 
dan's interest in bolstering 
cooperation with Afghanistan 
in various fields ana issued , 
instructions to the government 
to respond to the Afghan gov- . 
erament's request to bolster 
cooperation in the field of 
tourism and transport. 

The King expressed hope 
that Afghanistan will enjoy 
peace and stability and wished 
the Afghans further progress 
and prosperity. 


Olmert wants foreign officials 
to stop visiting Orient House 



SUMMIT PREPARATIONS: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, on Tuesday confers with World Economic Forum President 
Klaus Schwab on preparations for the Middle East and North Africa 
economic summit scheduled to be held in Amman in October. In an 
interview with the Jordan Times, Mr. Schwab said: ‘Tt will be a summit 
about which people will talk for some time to come” (see page one) (Petra 
photo) 


Six U.S. ambassadors to 
promote Mideast business 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
A little over a month before 
the Middle East/North Africa 
economic summit conference 
convenes in Amman, six U.S. 
ambassadors to five Arab 
countries and Israel will re- 
turn to the United States to 
undertake a one-week speak- 
ing tour. They intend to use 
the speaking tour to publicise 
business opportunities for 
American companies in the 
Middle East in connection 
with the unfolding peace pro- 
cess in the region. 

The participating ambassa- 
dors are Edward S. Walker. 
Jr. (Egypt), Martin Indyk 
(Israel), Wesley W. Egan, Jr. 
(Jordan), Ryan C. Crocker 
(Kuwait), Raymond E. 
Mabus. Jr. (Saudi Arabia), 
and David Lin (United Arab 
Emirates). The latter's parti- 
cipation in the tour has yet to 
be confirmed since 
Ambassador-designate Lin 
has not been confirmed by 
the Senate. 

The three-city tour begins 
September 11 in New York. 
The two others stops are Chi- 
cago and Houston on Sept. 
13 and 15 respectively. 

Secretary of Commerce 
Ronald H. Brown, who will- 
be going to Jordan for the 
Amman Economic Summit, 
has been invited to speak at 
the three day-long seminars 
but his participation has yet 
to be confirmed. 

Other scheduled speakers 
are Lauri J. Fitz-Pegado, 
assistant secretary of com- 
merce and director general of 
the- U.S. and Foreign Com- 
mercial Service, and Robert 
H. Pelletreau, assistant 
secretary of State for Near 
Eastern Affairs. 


Joining the ambassadors 
will be their senior commer- 
cial officers as well as senior 
executives from companies 
that have established success- 
fill business operations and 
joint ventures in the Middle 
East. The companies cover 
such industries as energy, de- 
fence. infrastructure, con- 
sumer products, and financial 
and other services. 

Representatives from ab- 
out 60 countries are expected 
to attend the three-day Am- 
man Economic Summit on 
October 29. the second such 
international gathering aimed 
at promoting the flip side of 
the ongoing Middle East 
peace process — regional 
economic development. 

The Amman conference, 
co-sponsored by the United 
States and Russia and sche- 
duled to be opened by King 
Hussein, may see the partis 
ripation of several regional 
leaders including Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat. Public 
and private partnership will 
be the focus of the confer- 
ence, unlike its predecessor, . 
the Casablanca summit, 
which ushered in Israeli and 
Arab government and busi- 
ness cooperation. 

“This is an exciting time of 
change in the (Middle East) 
region, for as prospects for 
peace in the Middle East 
increase, so do the many 
possibilities for U.S. com- 
panies," prospective confer- 
ence participants from the 
executive ranks of the Amer- 
ican business community are 
being told by the Department 


of Commerce in letters of 
invitation. Participants are 
paying a fee, ranging from 
$275 to $400, to participate in 
the conference. 

The ambassadors' trip is 
sponsored by the Depart- 
ment of Commerce and the 
Business Council for Intema- 
tional Understanding 
(BCIU). 

The ambassadors speaking 
at the three city stops will 
provide local business leaders 
up-to-date assessments of the 
political and economic cli- 
mates in the six countries to 
which they are assigned and 
in the Palestinian self-rule 
areas, and will also seek to 
identify the best business 
opportunities for launching 
and maintaining business 
ventures in these markets. 

There will also be a discus- 
sion of U.S. government, pri- 
vate sector and multilateral 
programmes which provide 
financing, counselling, 
marketing and technical 
assistance necessary for suc- 
cessful business operations in 
the Middle East. 

In connection with the 
ambassadors’ briefings, five 
workshops will be presented 
at each of the three city stops. 
These will cover. 

— Energy; petroleum, pet- 
rochemicals, hydrocarbons 

— Defence industry; milit- 
ary sales and offsets 

— Major Infrastructure 
Projects; airports, refineries, 
power generation, housing, 
water stations and telecom- 
munications. 

— U.S. government prog- 
rammes, banking and project 
finance. 

— Peace process; update 
on Gaza and the West Bank. 


Universities’ failure to absorb 
students opens Pandora’s box 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The failure of 
state-run universities to 
absorb less than half of the 
20,000 high school graduates 
has brought to the surface 
deeply rooted sensitivities 
and grievances, which, par- 
liamentarians, specialists and 
columnists say, must be 
addressed. 

Writers and columnists 
charged that discriminatory 
practices, nepotism, favourit- 
ism and “unconstitutional 
privileges" were responsible 
for denying thousands of High 
school graduates their right 
to higher education. 

“This happens every year. 
But this year it exceeded the 
limit," said former senator 
Husni Ayesh. “It will have 
serious implications." 

Government officials, • 
however, deny the charges, 
citing budgetary constraints 
as the reason for denying 
thousands of students uni- 
versity seats. 

Minister of Higher Educa-. 
tion Rateb Saoud, speaking 
to a call-in radio programme, 
blamed the low admission 
rate on the inability of the 
government to raise enough 
hinds to accommodate higher 
numbers of students. 

Out of around 76,000 stu- 
dents who sat for the tawjihi 
exam this year, 28,000 
obtained grades above 65%. 
That qualifies' them for uni- 
versity enrollment. But only 
8,219 students were accepted 
in the country's four state- 
owned universities. The rest. 


around 20,000, have to look 
for other alternatives, the 
minister said, either in col- 
leges or vocational training 
fields “or simply work im- 
mediately. 

Writers and columnists 
said privileges given to cer- 
tain segments of society pro- 
duced unfairness in the selec- 
tion process. 

The royal endowment sys- 
tem, which grants a quota of 
20 per cent of seats at the 
four universities for students 
from “less fortunate regions" 
is not fair, they said. 

“The royal endowment 
should be reconsidered," said 
one educator who did not 
wish to be named. “It is not 
fair that a student who gets a 
grade as high as 97.5 would 
not be allowed to study the 
kind of speciality he/she 
wants while another student 
with a lesser grade gets a 
seat.” 

In a front-page editorial in 
A1 Ra'i this week criticising 
the selection process, the 
chairman of the Jordan Press 
Foundation, Mahmoud A1 
Kayed, said he had received 
tens of letters and phone calls 
from students and parents 
complaining about the issue. 

Mr. Kayed questioned the 
logic behind denying more 
titan 20,000 students the right 


to higher education. 

Gting “a few example" of 
the letters and phone calls he 
had received from all over 
Jordan, Mr. Kayed told the 
story of one student with an 
85.6 grade who is entitled 
under the terms of the royal 
endowment for a seat but was 


not accepted while his col- 
league, who had secured 80 
per cent, was accepted. 

“The reason, the letter 
said, was because of the place 
of birth of the father," Mr. 
Kayed wrote. 

Another caller told Mr. 
Kayed that his daughter re- 
ceived 84.9 per cent in the 
tawjihi exam but was not 
admitted to any of the state- 
run universities while some of 
her male colleagues with low- 
er grades were. 

“When he (the father) 
asked why did this happen, 
they (the university) told him 
there was a difference in eva- 
luation when it comes to male 
and female students,” Mr. 
Kayed said. 

Mr. Ayesh said that “attri- 
buting quotas to the less for- 
tunate violates the Constitu- 
tion. He said the government 
should instead improve con- 
ditions at schools in remote 
areas instead of letting these 
students “enter the university 
by wasta. (nepotism) and 
graduate by wasta.” 

“Having less qualified en- 
gineers and doctors is a bur- 
den on the society too," he 
added. 

Mother Jordanian daily , A1 
Dustour, also reported simi- 
lar situations. In an article 
entitled die “Chaotic Accept- 
ance at the UmvenitKS' col- 
umnist Ahmad Shaker 
assailed “discriminatory mea- 
sures and disorganisation” in 
the selecting students for the 
royal endowment. 

Mr. Shaker said he was not 


Saddam’s 

old friend 

reportedly 

among 

missing 

Kuwaitis 

KUWAIT CITY- (AFP) — A 
•longstanding Kuwaiti friend 
of President Saddam Hussein 
is among the 605 missing 
people Kuwait wanted Iraq 
to account for during talks on 
their border on Tuesday. 

It was because of their 
friendship and Baath Party 
ties that President Saddam’s' 
envoys in occupied Kuwait 
immediately asked Faisal 
Abdul Hamid AI Sane to 
form a puppet government, 
his nephew Khaldoun Abdul 
Latif Al Sane told AFP. 

But Mr. Sane refused and 
was arrested about a month 
after the Aug. 2, 1990 inva- 
sion along with 24 other peo- 
ple, including Khaldoun’s 
brother and two cousins who 
are also still missing. 

The official Kuwaiti News 
Agency (KUNA) confirmed 
Mr. Sane was on the emi- 
rate’s list of 605 missing peo- 
ple. 

Until the invasion Mr. 
Sane had worked closely with 
President Saddam for de- 
cades. 

“My uncle hid Saddam in 
the 1950s (from Egyptian in- 
telligence) when they were in 
Cairo," Khaldoun said in a 
first contact with Western re- 
porters. “the Egyptians then 
asked my uncle to leave the 
country. He finished uni- 
versity in Baghdad.” 

When he was in Iraq Mr. 
Sane used to visit President 
Saddam’s mother as well as 
his brother Barzan to check 
up on them, Khaldoun said. 
President Saddam “was clev- 
er that he took friends from 
wealthy families." 

Mr. Sane then helped the 
Iraqi Baath Party to come to 
power in the 1968 coup, he 
added. 

Mr. Sane, who served 
briefly as a member in the ‘ 
Kuwaiti parliament, resigned 
from the Baath Party after 
parliament was dissolved in 
1986, but continued to see 
President Saddam for lunch 
and other private occasions 
right up until 1990. 

He had no idea President 
Saddam would ever invade 
Kuwait, Mr. Sane’s niece 
Mariam Abdul Latif Al Sane 
said. “He was completely 
shocked.” 

Apart from knowing he 
would not form a govern- 
ment, the Iraqis wanted to 
arrest Mr. Sane for trying to 
organise civil resistance with 
other deputies, Khaldoun 
said. 

Arab League delegates 
sent to Baghdad after the 
1991 Gulf war said they were 
told privately that Mr. Sane 
was alive. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Ebud Olmert, 
the Israeli mayor of Jeru- 
salem, demanded Tuesday 
that foreign officials stay 
away from the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
headquarters in Jerusalem, 
saying it was an “insult” to 
send official delegations in 
defiance of Israel’s wishes. 

Mr. Olmert said it was 
“totally intolerable” for fore- 
ign dignitaries to insist on 
visiting the PLO’s Orient 
House, the focus of rising 
tensions in the Holy City. 

“It is against all diplomatic 
precedents that officials from 
overseas will pay visits to 
places against the will of the 
government,” Mr. ’Olmert 
told a Foreign Press Associa- 
tion meeting. 

Mr. Olmert singled out 
Sweden’s Deputy Prime 
Minister Mona Sahlin who 
cut short a visit and then 
postponed a return trip after 
Israel objected to her paying 
a call on the Orient House. 

“I hope that the lesson 
learned by the deputy prime 
minister 1 of Sweden will be 
sufficient for any future visi- 
tors coming to the state of 
Israel,” said Mr. Olmert. 

The mayor spoke a day 
after Israel's government del- 
ivered closure orders to three 1 
other Palestinian offices as 
part of a campaign to assert 
its “sovereignty” ' in East 
Jerusalem which is claimed 
by the Palestinians as a future 
capital. 

Mr. Olmert, a member of 


the right-wing opposition 
Likud Party, said be had 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s backing for taking 
legal steps against the Orient 
House and other FLO 
offices. 

The Orient House, cur- 
rently zoned for use as a 
hotel, has refused city ball’s 
demands that it apply for a 
zoning change, Mr. Olmert 
said. 

“It will take some time, but 
I am confident that at the end 
of the day the Orient House 
will be closed,” Mr. Olmert 
said. 

However, dovish cabinet 
minister Yossi Sarid sug- 
gested Tuesday that if the 
closure orders were intended 
only as a warnings. 

“The Orient House will 
remain open. It is not going 
to be closed. But the people 
in the Orient House will have 
to read the (autonomy) 
agreement again,” Mr. Sarid, 
a senior negotiator with the 
Palestinians, told reporters 
after a cabinet meeting. 

Israel claims the PLO 
offices are being run by the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) in violation of the 
Israel-PLO agreement, which 
allows the authority to oper- 
ate only in the autonomous 
Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

Mr. Olmert said the clo- 
sure of the Orient House 
would not damage the peace 
process, despite Palestinian 
protests at orders for the 
closure of three other institu- 
tions on Monday. 

The mayor said he was 


France asks Sweden to 
extradite blast suspect 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
France formally asked 
Sweden Tuesday to extradite 
an Algerian activist whom 
French investigators consider 
a top suspect in a terrorist 
attack which lolled seven 
people in the Paris subway- 
last month. 

A request for the extradi- 
tion of Abdul Karim De- 
ri eche, 40, arrived in Stock- 
holm Tuesday through di- 
plomatic channels and hand- 
ed over in the afternoon to 
the Swedish authorities, reli- 
able sources said. 

Justice Minister Jacques 
Toubon said the demand was 
founded “on significant, reli- 
able factors.” 

Swedish authorities de- 
tained Deneche but said last 
week they could not charge 
him with murder because he 
had an alibi. France per- 
sisted, issuing an internation- 
al arrest warrant enabling it 
to submit an extradition re- 
quest. 

However, Swedish author- 
ities acknowledged Monday 
that they were still checking 
an alibi given by Deneche. 

Deneche claims be was in 
Stockholm on July 25, the 
day of the bombing at the 
Saint Michel underground 
rail station on the Left Bank, 
even though be was identified 
from photographs by a re- 
tired French policeman 
travelling in the carriage 
where the bomb went off. 

Swedish chief public pro- 
secutor Jan Damelsson said 
on Swedish television that the 
suspicions surrounding De- 
neche “have still not been 
folly cleared up.” 

He said police were trying 
to verify “a signature” sup- 
posedly made by Deneche. 

French press reports citing 
sources dose to investigators 
in Paris, said Tuesday that 
Sweden had accepted De- 
neche’s alibi without a full 
enough investigation. 

The reports said police had 
not interviewed neighbours 
of Deneche, one of whom 
had told journalists that he 
was absent from his home for 
about 48 hours at the end of 
July. 

The report in France Soir 
also said a signature allegedly 
written by Deneche at a post- 
office where he went to with- 
draw dole money, was a writ- 
ten from left to right in Ro- 
man letters mid not as be 
usually signed from right to 
left in the Arabic fashion. 

Last week, Mr. Damelsson 


who is in charge of the case in 
Sweden, said there was not 
enough evidence to charge 
Deneche with “murder and 
complicity to murder" in con- 
nection with the Paris bomb- 
ing. 

But Deneche, who was 
arrested in Stockholm on 
Aug. 21, is still being de- 
tained under Swedish special 
legislation on foreigners re- 
garded as security risks. 

' Mr. Danielsson said he was 
being questioned about “sus- 
pected terrorist activities" 
which could yet result in him 
being expelled. 

Justice Minister Laila 
Freh alds gave the green light 
on Friday to moves to expel 
Deneche who is held by 
Saepo. the Swedish secret 
police. The Swedish govern- 
ment is expected to reach a 
decision on this within a 
month however an extradi- 
tion request by France would 
take precedence provided it 
.conformed to Swedish law, 
officials said. 

Deneche who is allegedly 
dose to the notorious GIA, 
the most radical Islamic 
Armed Group fighting the 
regime in Algeria, went on a 
hunger strike on Friday 
saying he was innocent of the 
Paris attack. 

Mr. Danielsson meanwhile 1 
denied Monday that Deneche 
was suspected of invovlement 
in the murder on July 10 in 
Paris of an imam whose name 
was on a GIA hit-list. 

Evidence now suggests that 
the murder of imam Abdul 
Baki Sahraoui, the July 25 
bomb and a bomb .which 
went off near the Champs 
Elysees on August 17 injur- 
ing 17 people are all believed 
to have been carried out by 
the same group. 

Meanwhile, a second sus- 
pect in the July 15 attack was 
named as Yatna Rihane, also 
known as “Krotmfil” — an 
Algerian word meaning 
“clove” and referring to the 
shape of a mole on his face. 
He was said to have been 
identified by a witness from a 
large mole near his left eye. 

Algerian secret services 
told French police that 
Rihane was believed to have 
organised the hijacking of a 
French airliner in Algiers last 
December. Islamic activists 
vowed to avenge the death of 
the hijackers who were killed 
when French special forces 
stormed the plane in Marseil- 
le. 


“verv ^VPy” 31 touT* deci_ 
sim to shut down the Palesti- 
nian Broadcasting Corpora- 
‘tion, centre of statistics and 
health council in Jerusalem. 

But he urged the govern- 
ment to go farther. 

“All the activities of the 
Orient House in the context 
of the representation of the 
Palestinian Authority to 
make Jerusalem a future 
capital of the Palestinian enti- 
ty most be stopped. 

•Tin’ confident that at the 
end of the day, the Orient 
House will be closed. Even if 
it is the peace process will not 
stopped* Basically the nego- 
tiations will continue so rt 
should not be an excuse.” 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
condemned the three closure 
orders on Monday as “totally 
contravening” the Israeli- 
PLO autonomy accords. 

Israeli officials said the 
government stopped short of 
dosing the Orient House — 
officially foe headquarters of 
the Palestinian delegation to 
peace talks with Israel — 
because it feared it would 
push the FLO too far and 
threaten the peace process. 

Mr. Olmert also said he 
regretted the decision by the 
European Union to stay a way 
from Israeli celebrations 
starting next month to mark 
the 3,000th anniversary of the 
capture of Jerusalem by the 
Jews. 

“Jerusalem began to play a 
major role in world history 
since it was captured by King 
David,” he said. . . 


Georgian 
leader 
escapes 
death in 
carbomb 


TBILISI (AP) — A 
powerful carbomb ex- 
ploded Tuesday in the 
motorcade of Georgian 
leader Eduard Shevard- 
nadze outside tiie parlia- 
ment. Mr. Shevardnadze 
was cut by flying glass in 
what aides called an assas- 
sination attempt. 

They said his injuries 
were not serious, and he 
was taken to the First 
Republican Clinical Hos- 
pital for treatment. 

The blast in downtown 
Tbilisi destroyed one of 
tiie escort cars in the 
motorcade and three cars 
nearby, said Ramaz Sak- 
varelidze, Mr. Shevard- 
nadze’s press secretary. It 
also shattered all the win- 
dows on one side of the 
building, including those 
of Mr. Shevardnadze’s 
suite of offices. 

Georgia, a former 
Soviet republic, has been 
wracked by crime, coups 
and dial war since it be- 
came independent in 
1991. Mr. Shevardnadze, 
a former Soviet foreign 
minister, has led the Cau- 
casus mountain country 
since early 1992. 

The blast came at 6:40 
p.m. local time (1340 
GMT) as Mr. Shevard- 
nadze was sitting in his 
car. He was about to leave 
for a ceremonial signing 
of the troubled republic's 
new constitution. 

“It’s clear Shevard- 
nadze's enemies tried to 
assassinate the head of 
our state to stop the sign- 
ing ceremony,” Mr. Sak-» 
varelidze said. 

There was no word on 
how serious the other 
casualties were, but the 
escort vehicle was re- 
duced to smoking, twisted 
wreckage. Mr. Sak- 


wreckage. Afr. Sak- 
varelidze said police 
thought the vehicle had 
been empty. 

The Interfax news 
agency said several people 
were wounded. 


Kuwaiti anger at Jordan eases slightly — survey 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaitis number of people, 
have become slightly less bos- The newspaper said 51 per 

tile to Jordan but many still “ nt of people surveyed said 
object to improving ties they would not support the 
soured during Iraq's 1990-91 normalisation of relations 
occupation of the Gulf state, Jordan, 32 per cent said 
an opinion poll published by Joy would and 17 per cent* 
a newspaper on Tuesday d,d not know. . 

showed. Sixty-five per cent said a- 

“It is possible to say that, speech by King Hussein this 
the people's general mood month oiticising the Iraqi 
has become less strict," Al leadership was not sufficient 
Watan newspaper said in a grounds for the repairing of 
commentary on a survey it relations, while 20 per cent 
conducted of an undisclosed said it was and 15 per cent did 





not know. foreign ministers plan to 

An observer cannot jW iwt month in the fim 
gnore changes in a position high-level government ajn- 
that no longer completely ^ smee the 1991 Gulf wa? 
rules out the resumption of Relations were not S 
ties with these countries,” Al cut after the war but J^r 
Watan commented, referring dan s embassy in Kuwait 
to several countries including mains closed and Kuwaitt 
Jordan thought by Kuwait as embassy in Amman is hSd 
sympathising with Iraq dur- by a charge d'affaires 
ing ,ts occupation-. The rapprochement moved 

Kuwait’s relations with ? 

Jordan have shown signs of senior Ira* 
improvement in recent speech bv Kino SSL - 
web. n* two countries’ 
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Britain screens 

foota9 e of ali 6n , -j 
in U-S- 

contra**!* 1 ® an^^CDm*' 
called 

among the ' 

UFO - unl i e ^RyiS:-: 
object 

tbe first ! fl ld 
long dead- 

the Mature 

like people froni 

Pcct^plefromoa,^ 

tolook 

is how seriously she . 

— has been ' 

UFO circles- British 
maker R-' S* 1 *® s* T§1 
bought the rum fromigjp 
mer military camera^ 
is alleged to have 
autopsv of tne afaen 
spacecraft crashed nearly* 
well, Nf* Mexico. 
didn't hoax it lOOptr^/g 
sure." he saw. UFO 
siasts pounced on the 
black-ami- bite footagf aL* ' 
long-aw aiteJ proof of 1 
beyond Earth, accusing 
U.S. authorities of 
a massive cover-up. Doubters 
applauded a sophisticated set 
of speci;*' effects but saw no 
woman from outer space on 
the operating table. “What a 
load of rubbish” was the ver- 
dict of the Daily Telegraph. 
“People wnt to befieve in 
flying saucers but... if you 
open your mind too much, .j 
your brain may fall out." The ‘ 
footage, shown by Channel 4, ; 
depicts a creature with 12 ; 
fingers and toes and an oat-- 
sized, hairless head. - 
Surgeons m huge radiation 
suits cut trough its chest, 
which appears to ooze blood; 
and saw at the scalp to expose 
■a glatincus brain. 

5-year-old 
commits sufeide j 
after seeing j 
war film ; j 

BEIJING (AFP) — A. five j 
year-old Chinese bpy !conv I 
mined suicide after wjehira j 

one of m;my' “educational 1 
films being shown rajaelev- j 
sion to mark t# 5a J 
anniversary- of tfejpnd i m . 
World War n, fojBeij? 3 ; 
Daily said Tuesdayjhe \sJgf 
who lived in a *# n S *ST . 
urb; jumped fro#he If & 
floor of his buiffiig ^ 
having seen a Japanese s© v n 
dier cut out the heart of ^ 
child, the newspaper said in. 
an article entitled “educa- 
tional Aims or horror Sms.''. 
Commemorating the war 
against the Japanese invaders 
and fascism is an opportunity 5 
to strengthen patriotic edma- ; 
tion, the newspaper said, but 
care had to be taken over the 
methods used. 

Thai-U.S. team 
launches AIDS : 
vaccine trial 

BANGKOK (R) — A joint j 
Thai-U.S. military medical « 
team Tuesday launched J . 
trial of a drug which might 
prove to be a preventive vac- 
cine for the killer disease 
AIDS, officials from the 
team said. Two Thai voto®* 
teers were injected Tuesdtf 
with the trial drug, madety-- 
the U.S. firm Chiton 
Biocine, at Bangkok's tn»»J 
military hospital. A total 0* 

24 Thai volunteers 
ceive the drug, called M 5r* “ 
GP12Q/MF 59”, in the 
phase of the trial which 
last six months, LieutenatJ 
General Kamrob Saisu*an 
the Armed Forces Research 
Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AFRIMS) told a news ; 
ference. More than 2w j 
volunteers will participate .“j J 
the second phase of the trim 
and at least 1,000 in the Hum 
and final phase, Gen. Km* 1 " 
rob said. The full trial, to see 
if the drug can stimulate n* 
body to produce antibody, 
to the HTV virus which ^ 
cause AIDS, is expected ». 
take five to six y e *Jh 
AFRIMS officials said. u*”. 
drug has already uncfefE 01 * 
trail in the United 
they said. “More than ZW; - 
American volunteers 
done a trial with this 
and it proved to be safe 
no side effects,” U.S. 

Colonel Rodney Michael.®?' 
Reuters. AFRIMS is aflJJ 
research body grprtP 1 ?® 
medical specialists 
U.S. army, the Thai arjj 
and Thailand's Chiang' w "'. 
University. In June laS^ ' ‘ 
Thai health authorities beg 3 ”! 
the first ever tests here oj.jj • 
experimental drug 
might lead to a preventn® . 

vaccine for AIDS. 






